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THE LEAD AND ZINC DEPOSITS OF SOUTH
WESTERN WISCONSIN. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

HISTORICAL. 

The lead and zinc mines of the Mississippi valley may be 
grouped into three divisions :1 (1) Those of the Ozark region; 
(2) those of the Upper }\Essissippi valley; and (3) those of 
outlying districts including (a) southern Arkansas and (b) 
an area in Kentucky and southern Illinois. The Upper Missis
sippi valley district compri~es: (1) Grant, Lafayette and 
Iowa counties, Wisconsin; (2) J 0 Daviess county, Illinois; 
and (3) Dubuque county, Iowa. From certain other counties 
adjoining these five, small amounts of ore have been produced, 
and the main production has come frorn the three Wisconsin 
counties mentioned. The lead and zinc deposits of these Wis
consin counties ionn the subject of this report. 2 

In the Upper Mississippi valley, lead seems to have boon 
diScovered by Nicholas Perrott about 1692.8 This metal was 
also noted by Le Sueur in 1700 or 1701, and by John Carver 
in 1766. The first mining in the district Was done on the 

le. R. Van Hise and H. F. Bain: "Lead- and zinc-deposits of the 
MiSSissippi valley, U. S. A.," Trans. lnst. Mining Engineers (Eng
land), vol. xxiii, p. 378, 1902. 

:I See plate I. 
3 Arthur Winslow: "Lead and zinc deposits," Mo. Geol. Survey, vol. 

vi, p. 145, 1894. 
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site of the present city of Dubuque in 1788 by Julien Dubuque, 
who obtained from the Indians land on which lead had boon 
discovered a few years previously. Mter Dubuque's death in 
1810, little was done until after 1820, and before 1830 min
ing had become quite general in the vicinity of Dubuque and 
Galena, and also in southwestern ·Wisconsin. From this 
time down to the present day mining has been carried on 
continuously in the Upper :lVIississippi valley district, with cer: 
tain periods in which the district figured prominently as a pro
ducer of lead and zinc. 

The early work, and in fact that for years afterward, was 
devoted entirely to the mining of lead, the zinc ores being 
unrecognized or, when recognized, regarded as of little value. 
It waR not Ulltil some forty years ago that zinc ores were mined 
in this region, and the amount of these ores produced rapidly 
increased until the district became more important as a source 
of zine than of lead. Of late years, due to a nUll100r of causes, 
the activity of the district has decreased, but the last two 
yeaJ's,-especially 1D02,-have seen a marked reviv{ll in min
ing interest,-a revival which promises well to continue. 

The ores mined are galena or "mineral" (sulphide of lead), 
smithsonite or "dry-bone" (carbonate of zinc), and sphalerite 
or "black jack" (sulphide of zinc). In rruative am:ount of 
production sphalerite is the most important, smithsonite 'of less 
importance, and galena less still. The future will undoubt
edly ·witness a continued increase in the importance of sphal
erite. 

PREVIOUS REPORTS AND MAPS. 

In addition to some earlier report,s by Daniels, Percival and 
Whitney/ the former Geological Survey of Wisconsin issued 
two import,ant papers dealing with the lead and zinc deposits. 
The earlier of these was by Moses Strong,2 and the latter by 

1 A list of these reports will be found on a later page. 
2,"Geology and topography of the lead region," GeoI. of Wis., vol. 

ii, pp. 643-752, 1877. 



INTRODUOTIOJ.,·. 3 

the Chief Geologist, T. O. Chamberlin. l The Survey also is
sued an atlas of maps, included in which are a nummer relatr
ing direct;ly to the lead and zinc region. These are (1) goo
logical maps of the counties, (2) geological and topographical 
maps, scale about one inch to one mile, of the important 0're
producing districts, and (3) large scale crevice mjaps 0'f the 
~i:fferent districts. The latter show in detail a large nUllliber 
of the crevice's from which lead, or lead and zinc, ores have been 
obtained. 2 

Recently C. R. Van RiseS has discussed the principles of ore 
deposition and has noted particular applications of these prin
ciples ro the Upper Mississippi Valley lead and zinc district, 

. and H. F. Bain 4 has presented a report on the lead and zinc de
posits of the Ozark region. 

The report by Chamberlin, just cited, is a very complete and 
exhaustive account of the diskict under consideration,-by far 
the best aCC0'unt written. The paper by Van Rise presents in 
a masterly way the modern theory and principles of ore depo
sition and the application of the same to the Wisconsin diSr
mct, while the paper by Bain discusses, in the light of these 
principles, the closely related lead and zinc deposits of Missouri. 
To these three papers the writer is especially indebted,-in fact 
the indebtedness is so great that it is practically impossible to 
refer to the proper source (jach of the sta.tements made in this 
report of facts which have already been stated by others. For 

1 "The ore deposits of southwestern Wisconsin," Ibid., vol. iv, pp. 
365-571, 1882. 

2The reports and atlas of the former Geological Survey are unfor
tunately out of print, but they can be obtained at times from dealers 
in second·hand books. The atlas plates of importance in the lead 
and zinc district are: V to IX (sometimes numbered III to VII), 
XIII, XVI, XXXI to XL. 

3 "Some principles contrOlling the depOSition of ores," Trans. Amer. 
Inst. Mining Eng., vol. xxx, pp. 27-177, 1901. 

4 "Preliminary report on the lead and zinc deposits of the Ozark 
reglon, with an introduction by C. R. Van Rise, and chapters on the 
physiography and geology by G. I. Adams," 22nd Ann. Rept. U. S. 
Geol. Survey, pt. ii, pp. 23-227, 1902. 
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this reason this general acknOowledgment is here made, nOot only 
to these papers just mentiQned, but also. to others treating of 
this region. It seldom: happens that a preliminary report like 
the presenit has to de,al with a district which has boon so. care
fully studied by o.thers; and werre it not for,this previous work 
on the district it would have boon impossible in the brief periOd 
a,vailable for the preparation of this report to 'haiVe presented 
anything but an account of certain limited, parts of the district. 

Three of the sheets of the T'opogra,phic Atlas of the United. 
Sta.res, published by the United States Geological SUl"Vey, in
clude a large part of the territory ill' the Wisconsin lead and 
zinc district. These are the Elkader, Lancaster and Mineral 
Point shoots; the scale Qf these is Qne-half inch to the mile and 
the contour interval is twenty foot.1 

Bibliography. 

Below will be found a partial list of the papers dealing with 
the UPper' Mississippi Valley lead and zinc district. This list 
does not contain papers which treat solely Qf the paloontol%"Y 
and the Pleistocene geology. 

1842 

J. T. HODGE: "On the Wisconsin and Missouri lead region," Amer. 
Jour. Sci., ser. i, vol. xliii, pp. 35-72. 

1854 

EDWARD DANIELS: "Some features of the lead district of Wisconsin," 
Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vol. v, pp. 387-389. 

EDWARD DANIELS: First Ann. Rept. Geol. Survey of Wis., pp. 7-66. 
J. D. WmTNEY: "Metallic wealth of the United States," pp. 403-417. 

1855 

J. G. PERcIVAL: Ann. Rept. Geol. Survey of Wis., pp. 7-101. 

1858 

:T. D. WHITNEY: Geol. of Iowa, vol. i, pt. i, pp. 422-471. 

lThese sheets may be obtained from the Director of the U. S. Geo
logical Survey, Washington, D. C. The price is five cents each. 
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1862 

J. D. WHITNEY: "Report on the lead region of Wisconsin," Geol. Sur
vey of Wis., vol. i, pp. 73-420. 

1866 

J. D. WHITNEY: "Geology of the lead region," Geol. Survey of 111., 
vol. i, pp. 153-207. Also in Economical Geol. of Ill., vol. i, pp. 
188-162, 1882. 
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C. A. WHITE: "Lead and zinc," Geol. Survey of Iowa, vol. ii, pp. 
339-342. 

1873 

JAMES SHAw: "Geology of northwestern Illinois," Geol. Survey of 
Ill., vol. v, pp. 1-24. Also in Economical Geol. of Ill., vol. iii, pp. 
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JAMES SHAW: "Geology of Jo Daviess county," Geol. Survey of Ill., 
vol. v, pp. 25-66. Also in Economical Geol. of Ill., vol. iii, pp. 
20-54, 1882. 
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MOSES STRONG: "Geology and topography of the lead region," Geol. 
of Wis., vol. ii, pp. 643-752. 

1882 

T. C. CHAMBERLIN: "The ore deposits of southwestern Wisconsin." 
Geol. of Wis., vol. iv, pp. 365-571. 

1883 

MOSES STRONG: "Lead and zinc ores," Geol. of WiS., vol. i, pp. 637-655. 

1893 

W. P. BLAKE: "The progress of geological surveys in the state of 
Wisconsin-a review and bibliography," Trans. Wis. Acad. Sci., 
Arts and Letters, vol. ix, pp. 225-231. 

ARTHUR WINSLOW: "Notes on the lead and zinc deposits of, the Mis
sissippi valley and the origin of the ores," Jour. of Geol., vol. t, 
pp. 612-619. 

1894 

W. P. BLAKE: "Wisconsin lead and zinc deposits," Bull. Geol. Soc. of 
Amer., vol. v, pp. 25-32. 
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W. P. BLAKE: "The mineral deposits of southwestern WiJconsin," 
Trans. Amer. lnst. Mining Eng., vol. xxii, pp.558-568. Also in 
Amer. Geol., vol. xii, pp. 237-248. 

W. P. BLAKE: "Discussion on lead and zinc deposits of the Missis
sippi valley," Trans. ~mer. lnst. Mining Eng., vol. xxii, pp. 621-
634. 

W. P. BLAKE: "Discussion on genesis of ore deposits," Trans. Amer. 
Inst. Mining Eng., vol. xxiii, p. 587. 
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Trans. Amer. lnst. Mining Eng., vol. xxii, pp. 171-225, 642-646; 
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ARTHUR WINSLOW: "Lead and zinc deposits," Mo. Geol. Survey, vol. 
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ARTHUR WINSLOW: "Discussion on lead and zinc deposits of the Mis
sissippi valley," Trans. Amer. lnst. Mining Eng., vol. xxii, pp. 
634-636. 

1895 
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A. G. LEONARD: "Origm of the Iowa lead and zinc deposlts," Amer. 
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pp. 36-38. 
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A. G. LEQNARD: "Lead and zinc deposits of Iowa," Eng. and Mining 
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G. D. HUBBARD: "The Blue Mound quartzite," Amer. Geol., vol. xxvi, 
pp. 163-168. 

1901 

S. H. BALL and A. F. SMITH: "The geology and ore deposition of the 
Benton district, Lafayette county, Wisconsin," Thesis, Univ. of 
Wis. Not published, but in University library. 

C. R. VAN RISE: "Some principles controlling the deposition of ores," 
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H. F. BAIN: "Preliminary report on the lead and zinc deposits of the 
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land), vol. xxiii, pp. 376-434; especially pp. 409-420. 

OB.JECT AND SCQPE OF THIS REPORT. 

In the preparation of this report. three object~ have been kept 
in mind: (1) To attempt. to bring t.he knowledge of the goo~ogy, 
more especially the geology of the ore deposits, of the district 
down to' the present time,-no complete discussion of the dis
trict has been published since the report by Chamberlinl twenty 
years ago,-and to present such additional information as may 
have been obt.ained in the progress of the work. (2) T'o pre
sent an account of the district in a somewhat brief report which 
would be of use to those interested in the district and to the 
public in general. (3) To give a careful and as accurate a 
staterr]Rnt as possible concerning the present. and future outlook 
for mining in the district. How :far the writer has succeeded in 
accoanplishing these ends is for others than hiIIllWl:f to judge. 
He recognizes, probably mJore keenly than anyone else, the diffi
culties in making a brief report on a district which has been so 

1 "The ore deposits of southwestern Wisconsin," Geol. of Wis., vol. 
iv, pp. 365-571, 1882. 



8 LEAD AND ZING DEPOSITS OF WISGONSIN. 

much worked over by others and concerning which ~uch differ
ent views nave been held. 

This account; makes no pretense to' completeness. The tim6 
avajlable for the field work and for the preparation of the report 
was too brief to allow of anything more than a preliminary re
port. 
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CHAPTER II. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The surface of this district (including Grant, Lafayette and 
Iowa counties) is fairly uniform in its g·eneral features through
out these three counties, with the exception of the immediate 
valley of the Wisconsin on the north and that of the Mississippi 
on the west. Away from the vicinity of these two large valleys 
the topographic features may be grouped under three heads: 
(1) the mounds, (2) the uplands, and (3) the valleys. 

The mounds. 

The important mounds are the Blue, Platte and Sinsinawa. 
These are roughly circular elevations of small extent, usually 
with flat tops, which rise some 200 feet above the surrounding 
country. These mounds closely resemble others of the same char
acter which are found to the east of the lead and zinc district 
in ~isconsin, and also to the south in Illinois. In general the 
mounds are capped by Niagara limestone, which has acted as a 
protection to the underlying softer Hudson River shales. This 
limestone frequently contains large amounts of flints, and at 
the west of the Blue mounds the upper rock layer is of a flinty 
or quartzite-like nature.1 These caps of Niagara limestone are 

lMoses Strong: "Geology and topography of the lead region," <*lol. 
of Wis., vol. ii, p. 661,1877. 

G. D. Hubbard: "The Blue Mound quartzite," Amer. Geol., vol. 
xxvi, pp. 163-168, 1900. 



10 LEAD AND ZINC DEPOSITS OF WISCONSIN. 

• 
all that is now left of a layer of this formation which has been 
removed by erosion from' over a large pa,rt, if not from the 
whole, of the district. 

The uplands. 

The uplands consist of rather level-topped elevations or ridges 
which separate the valleys. In fact the whole upland surface 
ma.y he considered as a gently undulating plain which slopes 
gradually to the southwest. Above the plain rise the scattered 
m~)Unds and in it have been cut the n1llIlleronSi valleys. The 
general fe,atures of this plain may be seen from almost any of 
the larger stream divides of the region. A very good view of 
the topographic features of the district can be had from the Chi
cago and Northwestern railroad. which traverses the plain from 
Blue Mounds to Fennimore along what is known as the Military 
ridge; also along the LancasteT branch of this railroad and along 
the Galena branch north of Cuba City. 

The valleys. 

Each valley, as one descends it, is seen to consist first of a 
sag with gently sloping convex sides which merge gradually into 
the general surface of the upland plain. Lower down the val
ley floor has a steeper slope and the sides are steeper also, but 
still of gradual slope. Farther down still the narrow valley 
widens out, has a less marked slope and acquires a rather wide 
flat bottom. These flatrbottom~d valleys are characteristic of 
all the larger streams and of many of the smaller ones; also. 
At t,irn~:s the calley is bounded by steep slopes or cliffs, and 
these cliffs are commonly of Trenton limestone. Sometimes 
they are of Galena limestone, and much less commonly of St. 
Peter sandstone. A good example of these sandstone cliffs may 
be seen just west of Mineral Point, where the St,. Peter is more 
consolidated than usual. The bottoms of the valleys are from 
100 to 400 feet, in places more, below the general level of the dis
trict, and continuous slop€s of 200 feet in altitude are, common 
along the valley sides. 
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The peneplain. 

The present topography of the district is due to sub-aerial ero
sion acting on approximately horizontal strata. The general 
history of the erosion may be summed up as follows: After 
the deposition of the Niagara limestone there is no· absolute 
proof that other and later formations were deposited. If such 
were deposited they have been entirely removed by erosion, and 
of such earlier erosion we have no certain records. There is, 
however, one period of erosion which has left marked records, 
and this is the period in which the land stood in a uniform 
position long enough for streams to reduce the whole district to 
a nearly level region or peneplain. This peneplain is now rep
resented by the level uplands already described. The only 
parls of the district which were not reduced to the general level 
are the mounds, which rise as monadnocks above the peneplain. 
The date of the formation of this peneplain is not certainly 
known, but it may be of Tertiary age, and if so is thus later than 
the possibly Cretaceous peneplain which is exhibited farther 
north in cent.ral Wisconsin.1 After the formation of this pene
plain the land was elevated, and erosion again began its work 
cutting into the surface and forming the present valleys. This 
elevation took place before Glacial time, and there is some evi
dence to show t.hat at one time during this period of erosion the 
land sto()d at a somewhat higher altitude than at present. Since 
the revival of erosion a large portion of the district has been 
lowered, and the region is now in a stage wheTe the streams are 
not so rapidly deepening their valleys as the valleys are widen
ing. The district has passed through the stage of most marked 
relief a;r:d has entered on the stage where future erosion will 
tend to subdue rather than to accentuate the present differences 
of topography. The district may thus be said to be inter
mediate bet;ween maturity and old age, although much nearer 
the former than the latter. 

Ie. R. Van Hise: "A central Wisconsin baselevel," Science, new 
ser., vol. iv, pp. 57-59, 1896. "A northern Michigan baselevel," Ibid., 
pp. 217-220. 
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Amount of erosion. 

As an approxiIlllate estimate of material which has been re
moved from the district since the formation of the peneplain 
and the suhsequent reelevation of the laJld it may be said that 
the bulk of the hills, or the uplands between the streams, equals 
approximately the cubic conteJlts of the valleys.1 In other 
words, if the district were to' be leveled off the resulting sUITac,e 
would be about half wruy between the bottoll1)S of the main val
leys and the uplands (not the hills formed by the mounds). If 
the m:ain valleys a,verage 300 to 400 feet below the peneplain 
surface, we hmre a sheet of ma,terial, 150 to 200 feet in thickness 
and extending over the whole district, 'which has been ren~oved 
by erosion since the elevation of the laJld subsequent to the 
formation of the peneplain. This period of elevat,ion dates late 
in geological time, although antedating the Glacial period. That 
erosion may have reu1.oved a greater thickness than this is prob
able from a consideration of the soils. 2 

THE DRIFTLESS AREA. a 

Covering the northern states is a layer of unconsolidated ma
terial known as the gla.cial drift, or simply as the drift. This 
varies in thickness from nothing up to a few hundred feet and is 
composed of sometimes stra,tified and sometimes unstr'atified 
mixtures of clay, rock-flour, sand, gravel and boulders of various 
sizes. Beneath the drift the solid rock is cofllllllonly scratched, 
smoothed or polished, and there is a sharp line of demarcation 
between this rock and the overlying material. The surface of 
the drift is now rough and. hilly, now undulating, and now 
smooth. There is a lack of system in the arrangement of the 
topographic features and the streams, which wander about often 
apparently aimlessly. lforeover, none but the larger streams 

1 See page 18. 

2T. C. Chamberlin and R. D. Salisbury: "Prelim!na:y I'~.per on 
the driftless area of the Upper Mississippi valley," 6th Ann. Rept. 
U. S. Gool. Survey, p. 257, 1885. 

aFor a detailed account of the driftless area consult the paper by 
T. C. Chamberlin and R. D. Salisbury just cited. The area is enclosed 
by a dotted line on plate I. 

.. 
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have wen defined valleys, and there are numerous swamps and 
lakes. The district is topographicaUy young,-very young, at 
least away from the southern edge of the drift. These features 
are due to a great continental glacier which came from the 
north and extended as far south as the Ohio and Missouri rivers. 

Lying well north of the southern limit of, and completely sur
rounded by, this drift-covered area is a district which has no 
drift and which possesses features markedly different from 
those just mentioned. This is known as the driftless area.1 

There is no drift here; the underlying rock is not scratched or 
smoothed and it is not sharply marked off from the unconsoli
dated material above; the topographic features are systemJatized, 
and even the smaller streams have well defined valleys and oom
paratively straight courses; there are no swamps, except along 
river bottoms, and no lakes; the district is topographically ma
ture. This driftless area, comprising some 10,000 square miles 
in the Upper 1\fississippi valley, lies mostly in southwestern 
'Visconsin but enters adj acent portions of Minnesota, Iowa and 
Illinois. Grant, Lafayette and Iowa counties, Wisconsin, lie 
wholly within the driftless area. 

The reason, or reasons, why this district, which is not of 
higher altitude than the surrounding region,--even lower than 
much of it,~escaped glaciation while the surrotmding country 
was covered by ice, has been a subject for speculation and in
vestigation. It is generally conceded that the lack of glacia
tion is chiefly due to the fact that the ice, coming from the north 
and northeast, had it~ main currents deflected by the large val
leys of lake Superior and lake 1\Iichigan and by the high lands 
in Wisconsin to the north and northeast of the driftless area. 
The possibility of local glacial deposits in this district has been 
noted,2 and the fact that the district was never covered by mov-

1 See plate 1. 

2G. H. Squier: "Studies in the driftless area of Wisconsin," Jour. 
of Geol., vol. v, pp. 825-836, 1897. Ibid., vol. vi, pp. 182-192, 1898. 

Ibid., vol. vii, pp. 79-82, 1899. 

F. W. Sardeson: "On glacial depOSits in the driftless area," Amer. 
Geol., vol. xx, pp. 392-403, 1897. 
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ing ice, while the entire surrounding country was thus deeply 
covered, is one of the most peculiar and striking phenomena in 
the whole range of glacial history. 

SOILS. 

Unlike the soils of the northern states in gene["al, which axe 
composed of material which has no ilIl\lIlediate relationship tOo 
the underlying rock, the soils of the driftless area have the most 
intimate connection with subjacent rock. In fact these soils are
dS["ived by a process of decay from the country rock, and for 
this reason the character of the soil in any particular part of the 
driftless axea is conditioned by the ch.aracte'r of the lillderlying 
rock. The soil in a limestone area will thus diffS[" widely from 
the soil of an area lillderrlain by sandstone. In the lat~ the 
soil is composed largely of silica~ in the fomer the soil does not 
closely resemble the original limestone but is miLinly clay de
rived from: this limestone. In other words, the limestone soils 
do not have the composition of the original rock, but are made
up of the nOon-essential constitutents, or what might be termed 
the impurities, of that rock. 

C ompositi()n of the soils. 

The main limestoue of the district,-the Galena,-consista 
essentially of a mixture of calcium carbonate and magnesium: 
carbonate, together with certain impurities. These impurities 
are chiefly three subst,ances: (1) quartz, (2) Ooxide (and prob
ably carbonate) of iron, (3) cla~. When the limestone is ex
posed to the agents of weathering the two carbonates just men
tioned are dissolved and carried away by percolating waters,. 
while the impurities of the rock in general reIIl1ain. The chemi
cal oomposition and the relative percentages of the components 
of the rock and those of the soils thus differ materially. Chem
ically the soils contain a very large perrcentage of siliCUi which 
comes, :first, from the flint, which is abundant in the li~tone, 
and, second, from the clay which is a hydrous aluminous silicate. 

No series of analyses of the Galena limestone are available. 
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The accompanying analysis 1 of selected fresh samples of this 
rock shows nearly 96 per cent. of soluble material (calcium 

Analysis of Galena limestone. 

Carbonate of lime, CaCO. ...................•....•.. 54.33 
Carbonate of magnesia, MgCO. ...................... 41. 56 
Sesquioxide of iron, Fe20. . .......... ' .. " . . . . . . . . . . . .90 
Alumina, Al20. . ..................... ,............... .99 
Silica, Si02 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.. 2.10 

Total ...................................... 1I9 . 88 

carbonate and magnesium carbonate), which is can-ied away 
in the complete weathering of the rock to soil, and only 4 per 
cent. of impurities, which in the main remain in the soil after 
the renmval of the above carbonates. The samples from which 
this analysis was made contained no flint nodules, which are so 
abundant in some parts of the limestone, and no noticeable clayey 
lamirue. So the average of the whole bulk of the Galena lim.&
stone would contain considerably more silica and alumina than 
is shown by this analysis. There are no collected data by which 
an accurate estimate of the percentages of these substances, and 
other impurities, in the limestone could be made, but a rough 
estimate will show approximately 10 per cent. of impurities and 
90 per cent. of the carbonates. In other words, from the weath
ering of a thickness of 100 feet of the limestone a thickness of 
approximately 10 feet of soil would result. Actually this thick
ness of soil would be greater than just stated, for the soil is 
" less con:q:mct than. the limestone and contains other material 
(such as water and organic mat.ter) than that which was de
rived fr6m the limestone. 

The accomtpanying. analyses of clays, known as residuaJ. clays 
because they are formed from the underlying rock, from this 
district will give a good idea of their general composition. 

1Made by Professor W. W. Daniels of the University of Wisconsin. 
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Analyses at residual clays from the driftless area. 

No. 1. No.2. No 3. No.4. No. 5. No. 6. 

~iO. ............... 71.13 49.59 53.09 49.13 70.48 70.79 
AI.O. .............. 12.50 18.64 21.43 20.08 13.26 12.87 
Fe,03 .............. 5.52 17.19 8.53 11.04 4.20 4.50 
FeO •• 1 •••• 0 •••••• 0 .45 .27 .86 .93 
TiO. .............. .45 .28 .16 .13 .50 .50 
P,O. .............. .02 .03 .03 .04 
MnO .............. .04 .01 .03 .06 Trace Trace 
CaO •••••• 0 ••••••• .85 .93 .95 1.22 .81 .98 
MgO ••••••• 0 ••• 0.'. .38 .'~ 3 1.43 1.92 1.11 .88 
Na.O ............. 2.19 .80 1.45 1.33 1.18 1.52 
K 20 ............... 1. 61 .93 .83 1.60 1.84 2.26 
H 2O .............. 14.63 110.46 110.79 111. ,2 26.98 25.93 
CO2 •••••• 0 ••••••••• .43 .30 .29 .a9 

C •••••••••• 0 •••••• .19 .34 .22 1.09 

Totals ...... 100.39 100.50 100.09 100.68 100.36 100.23 

Of these analyses Nos. 1 and 2 are from the same vertical 
section, the former being four and one-half feet from the sur
face and the latter eight and one-half feet' and in contact with 
the underlying limestone, Nos. 3 and 4 are related in the same 
way, the former being three feet from the surface and the lat
ter four and one·half feet and lying in contact with the rock.s 

Nos. 5 and 6 are from the brickyard of John GrindeU at Platte
ville. 4 

l'hl~ckness of the soils. 

The thickness of the soils of the driftless area va,ries greatly. 
It is greater on the hill tops and in the bottoms of the valleys and 
less on tlie slopes. The following is an accurate statelllBnt con
cerning the average thickness of the soil: 

lContains H of organic matter. Dried at 1000 C. 
2 Contains also some C. 
3T. C. Chamberlin and R. D. Salisbury: Sixth Annual Report U. S. 

Geol. Survey, p. 250, 1885. 
4E. R. Buckley: Wisconsin Geol. and Nat. Hist. Survey, Bull. vii, 

pt. i, p. 273, 1901. 
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"The folbviing general averages are based on measurements 
Iyhich include the residuary earths and that portion of the resi
duary rock which is intermingled with them, but whioh do not 
include the disintegrating rock which underlies the clay but is 
not comirningled with it. The average depth of the residuary 
material, thus defined, as shown by the eighteen hundred 
measurements, is 7.08 feet. The amount varies widely in dif
ferent topographic situations. It is greater orr ridges and in 
valleys than on slopes, and is deeper the wider the ridges and 
the valleys. Of about one thousand measurements on slopes, 
steep and gentle, the average depth is 4.61 feet. On ridges, not 
including broad tracts of upland, the average, as shown by three 
hundred and sixty measurements, is 8.06 feet. Two hundred 
and nineteen measurements on broad upland tracts give an av
erage of 13.55 feet. The average for broad ravine bottoms, or 
short, wide vaneys unoccupied by streams, is 6.93 feet, as in
dicated hy one hundred and twent~-throo measurements. The 
average of fifty-five valley measurements is 18.17 feet. In this 
last class are included only the measurements made in valleys 
which have a notahle fiat, and the average here given ma~ not 
very well represent the ayerage depth of loose material in such 
situations, since measurements in the large valleys, as those of 
the :Mississippi, 'Visconsin, and Pecatonica rivers, were rarely 
ohtainable, but would have served to swell the average result. 
The extrem.es of depth are zero on the one hand and 70 feet on 
the other, the m:L'{imum being on upland. It is not certain that 
in this instance the excavation was not in a crevice. Measure
mJents exceeding 25 feet are, in this topographic sit-uation, ex
ceedinglv rare."! 

Amount of rock represented by the 'soils. 

When the chemical composition of the original rock is com
pared with the chemical composition of the soils derived from 
it and the thickness of these soils, it is readily seen than the 
amount of soil which is now present in any given locality is the 

IT. Q Chamberlin and R. D. Salisbury: Op cit., p. 254. 

2 
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equivalent of a, very much greater thickness of rock,-just how 
great a thickness it is impossible to say without complete an
alyses, but a very good general estimate can be made. 

The analyses given show that the carbonate of lime and mag
nesia have practically disappeared from the soil. In the origi
nal rock these carbonates make up probably 90 per cent. of the 
total. In some residual soils which ha,ve heen carefully studied 
it has been found that: over 97 per cent. of the original lime
stone has been removed in the process of weathering; in other 
words in such a case a present thickness of three feet of soil 
would represent an original thickness of 100 feet: of rock,l In 
this district, assuming that 90 per cent. of the rock has been re
moved by weathering, a thickness of ten feet of soil 'would repre
sent an original thickness of 100 feet of rock. The results of 
the numerous measurements already quoted show an average 
thickness of about thirteen and one-half feet on the broad up
lands. It is thus clear that a,t least 100 feot of rock have dis
appeared slowly by weathering from this diskict,. 

Amount of erosion. 

This brings us back, however, to another statement which was 
made on a previous page~ regarding the amount of ma,terial 
which had been removed from this district since the formation 
of the peneplain. With the above facts: concerning the soils in 
mind, we can easily add 100 feet to the 150 or 200 feet there 
mentioned, and thus have ala~er 250 to 300 feet thick which 
has been removed from the whole district. Of course it is pos
sible that some of this soil was formed at the time the peneplain 
originated, and how extensive the soil thus formed was, we can
not say. But it seems doubtful, however, that, a large thickness 
of this old soil has continued to the present day. :l\foreover, 
it is extremely unlikely that none of the soil formed on these 
broad uplands has been rem~ved by erosion; and, if the amount 
thus removed can be balanced against that formed by decay at 

1 G. P. Merrill: "Rocks, rock weathering and soils," p. 233, 1897. 
2P.12. 
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the time the peneplain originated., the above estimate of the 
amount of erosion in the district since the formation of the pene
plain still stands. 

If then at least 100 feet (the, actual amount seems quite likely 
to be considerably greater than this) can be added to the amount 
of erosion accomplished directly by the streams, it will bring 
the surface of the original peneplain in general close to the top 
of the GaIena limestone. In other words, it: seems that, as far 
as the three counties here discussed are considered, the hard 
GaIena limestone played an important part in deterr-m:ining the 
position of this peneplain. l!-'or it acted as a hard basement 
from above which were removed the much softer Hudson River 
shales. Thus, if it were not for other facts, there might be 
some doubt that the level upland phin is a true peneplain, but 
is more likely a structural plain. However, outside of the areas 
of these three counties, especially to the north and northeast, this 
peneplain, it is said, bevels other formations, and its true nature 
is thus evident. 

Loess and all11!vium. 

It should be added that there are some soils in the district 
which are not of a residual character. Such are (1) the loess 
which is found on the uplands along the Mississippi valley, (2) 
the alluvium on many of the river bottoms, and (3) the overr
wash glacial de:posits which are found along the Wisconsin and 
Mississippi rivers, but not along the sm:aller rivers. The two 
larger rivers head without the dl'iftless arrea and thus brought 
dovvn the drainage from the ice sheet, while the other l·ivers of 
the district head wen within the dl'iftless area and so were not 
carriers of glacial waters. 

DRAINAGE. 

The main stream of the distirict is the :1fississippi, forming 
its western boundary, and its main tributary is the Wis~onsin 
which forms the northern boundary of the district under con
sideration. These two tnmk streams receive all the drainage 
of the region. The divide between the streams which flow north 
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into the Wisconsin and those flowing south into the Mississippi 
is along the Military ridge. This divide is only some fifteen 
lIIliles south of the Wisconsin, so the northward flowing streams 
are much. shorter and of much steeper gradient than the south
ward floWing ones. The important streams of the latter class 
are, from west to east, the Grant, Pla,tte, Little Platte and Peca
tonica rivers . 

.AP, the district has been so long subjected to erosion the 
streams nave reached every part of it and the interstream areas 
are thus well drained, the ground-water on the uplands being a 
nu:m.boo.- of feet ~ow the surface. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL GEOLOGY. 

The rocks of the lead and zinc district consist entirely of 
sedimentary deposits laid down in the early partJ of the Paloo
zoic era. No igneous and metamorphic.rocks are exposed any
where in the district, although such rooks exist below the base 
of the flat lying Paleozoic series and have been reached in a nu;m
bar of deep borings. To the north and northeast of the lead and 
zinc district these older rocks outcrop, first, in isolated areas, as 
for instance in the bluffs of quartzite about Baraboo and Devils 
Lake, and still further north in central and northern WisOOIlBin 
they form! practically the whole surface. These underlying, 
igneous and metamorphic rocks are of an 3.o<>"l:l far antedat
ing the overlying sedimentary rocks. The older rooks were 
practically in their present position and condition long bed:ore 
the formation of the ore deposits. 

The sedimentary rocks occurring in the lead and zinc dis
trict are readily separated into seven different formations. 
These are, in descending order, . as follows: 

(See plate II.) 

Niagara limestone Silurian (or Upper Silurian) 
Hudson River shales II r:n ~ : 
Galena limestone 
Trenton limestone ~Ordovician (or Lower Silurian) 

I 
St. Peter sandstone j 
Lower Magnesian limestone } 
Potsdam sandstone Cambrian. 

During the deposition of these rocks southwestern Wisconsin 
was covered by the sea, and land areas from which the clastic 
formations were derived existed to the north. The different 
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formations are essentially continuous one with the other, there 
being no marked unconformity in the whole series. There are, 
however, indications that part of the district, at least the part 
adjoining the shore line on the north, was at various times be
low the sea leivel and again above it, and the rapid changes from 
sandstone to limestone, and from limestone to sandstone, indi
cate changes of importance in the sea level. In addition to 

this certain facts have been brought forward to show that ero
sion valleys were formed in the surface of the Lower MJagnesian 
limeston.e before the deposition of the overlying sandstone, and 
that these valleys were later filled by deposits of the St. Peter 
sandstone. 1 

The rocks of the district dip in general towards the southwest 
at a very low angle. There are, however, localities where this 
general southwesterly dip is interrupted by northerly and north
easterly dips, showing tha,t the district has been slightly folded 
by a force acting from north to south Or from northeast to south
west. At the same time, some of these irregularities in dip 
may be explained, not by deformation since the beds were de
posited but by the deposition of sediment on an irregular sea 
bottom. This is especially the case in regard to the St. Peter 
sandstone which was deposited on the undulating surface of the 
Lower Magnesian limestone. Nevertheless, as will be noted in 
the description of the ore deposits, rock deformation in this dis
strict has been more prominent than is generally supposed. 

The lead and zinc deposits of the district are not confined 
to anyone particnlar horizon, but have been found from the 
Niagara limed tone to the Potsdam sandstone; nevertheless, by 
far the larger number of these deposits, and in fact. practically 
all of those yet discovered of economic importance, lie in the 
Galena limestone or towards the top of the underlying Trenton. 

1 This point was brought out by Professor E. C. Perisho, of the 
Platteville Normal School, in a paper read at the last meeting of the 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters; in this paper it 
is also stated that "the present streams are now cutting out the old 
pre-St. Peter valleys,-thus making their valleys coincide with and fol
low the old erosion valleys." 
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POTSDAM SANDSTONE. 

The lowest and oldest formation elXposed in the district is a 
thick body of sandstone known as the Potsdam. Interbedded 
with this great sandstone formation are certain shaly and limy 
layers, but these make up only a small percentage of the total 
thickness. The Potsdam sandstone reaches a maximum thick
ness of about 1,000 feet, and the a:verage thickness is a few 
hundred feet less than this. Within the lead and zinc district 
the total thick:.less of this sandstone is nowhere exposed; in fact, 
the exposures of this formation are confined to the valley of the 
Wisconsin and its immediate trihutaries. The greatest thick
ness of the Potsdam exposed in the district is about 300 feet of 
the upper part of the formation. The sandstone is composed 
essentially of rounded grains of quartz, ,,,hich as a rule are not 
firmly cemented; at the same time th3 whole formation averages 
harder and more enduring than the St. Peter sandstone. The 
Potsdam sandstone, being a coarse-grained rock which is not 
fully cemented, having the requisite inclination and being in
cluded between practically im1Jervious beds, forms a very im
portant source of water for artesian and deep ·wells. 

LOWER MAGXESIAX LUIESTONE. 

This formation, so named to dist.inguish it from the Galena 
and the Niagara, both of which are magnesian limestones or 
dolomites, immediately overlies the Potsdam sandstone. It. con
sists of an impure, rough-weathering, fine, often brecciated do
lomite. With it are considerable amounts of impurities, espe
cially sand, clay and large quantities of flint. The latter mar 
teria1 occurs in nlasses and layers of considerable size and fre
quently is extremely abundant in the soils derived from this 
formation. Not uncommonly small cavities exist in the lime
stone or in the masses of flint and these are lined with crystals 
of quartz, in fact., there are more crystals of quartz in this 
formation than in any others of the district, which are as a rule 
noticeably deficient in silica in crystallized forms. The Lower 
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Magnesian limestone varies in thickness from a maximum of 
about 250 feet to a minimum of approximately 100 feet. It 
is exposed along the :Mississippi and the Wisconsin rivers and 
the tributaries of the latter, and has also boon cut into by some 
of the southward flowing streams of the district, espedally the 
Grant, the Platte and the East Pecatonica. 

ST. PETER SANDSTONE. 

This consist of nearly pure quartz sand containing very lit
tle foreign material. The quartz grains are water-worn and 
consequently well ronnded, and as a rule are very poorly 
cemented, as a consequence of which the rock crumbles readily 
and is not com:tnon]y seen in solid exposure except where cut 
intO' by active streams or where protected by the cliffs of the 
overlying Trenton limestone. This sandstone varies in thick
ness from place to place and this variation is largely due to 
the undulating charader of the immediately underlying rock,
the I.ower Magnesian limestone.1 The maximum thickness of 
the St. Peter in the lead and zinc district is approximately 
150 feet and the minimum 50 feet, or perhaps even less. This 
sandstone formation, like the Potsdam sandstone, is an efficient 
carrier of artesian water. From the fact that it is cut into 
by streams so frequently in this district, it is not an important 
source for artesian wells, but it forms a favorable location for 
wells which are not flowing. 

Unusual sed-ion al the top of the St. Peter. 

At an excavation be:ing made for a water reservoir on the 
bluffs just east of Prairie du Chien an interesting section is 
expos€d showing the transition between the UpPffi' part of th" 
St. Peter sandstone and the loweer part of the Trenwn lime
stone. The transition here is not as sudden as is usual and is 
described briefly in the next paragra.ph. As this section may 
soon be covered up it is thought best to reproduce it here. 

IT. C. Chamberlin: Gool. of WiS., vol. i, pp. 138-140, 1883. 
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Fig.1. J oint faces in buff limestone (lower part of th e Tre nton ) in quarry on Little 
Platte river, west of Platteville. Limestone passing into soil above. 

Fig. 2. Contact of St. Peter sandston e and Trenton limestone in quarry on Little 
Platte river. west of Platteville. The head of the hammer marks the contact; the upper 
part of the sandstone is iron s tained. passing below into the almost white sandstone; the 
first layer above hammer handle is the shale at the base of the Trenton ; above this is the 
butt limestone. 
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10. Soil with fragments of limestone ................... 5 feet. 
9. Blutf limestone, or quarry rock of the Trenton, in 

heavy beds ..................................... <. 2 feet. 
8. Limestone like the last but in thin layers ......... ,.. 2 feet. 
7. Green glauconitic sandstone ........................ 2 inches. 
6. Pure white sandstone .............................. 6 inches. 
5. Yellowish brown limestone, fine grained and compact. < 4 inches. 
4. Pure white sandstone ............ \. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ft., 6 in. 
3. Gray brown limestone, similar to No.5.............. 1 foot. 
2. Green glanconitic sandstone ....................... '. 5 inches. 
1. Brown to white sa:q.dstone, sometimes very firmly 

cemented and appearing like quartzite. This is the 
top of the main mass of sandstone ................ 6 feet. 

TRENTON LBn~STONE. 

The transition from the St. Peter to the next overlying for
mation is commpnly very abrupt. The sandstone ends sud
denly and is overlain by a bed of shale. (See plate II, figure 
2.) This shale is usually blue in color and frequently contains 
a collsiderableadmixture of sand. The shale layer averages 
about a foot in thickness, although sometimes being not mDre 
than half this, and at other times becoming three or four feet 
thick, and is succeeded by a well-marked limestone of the lower 
part of the Trenton. In thickness the Trenton varies from 
about 40 feet to 100 feet. It differs from the Lower Magne
sion and the Galena limestones in being essentially a true lime
stone and not a dolomite or magnesian limestone, except in its 
lower part. 

Local names have been given to different divisions of the 
Trenton limestone, although it is uncertain whether these 
divisions can be recognized throughout the district. The miost 
common names are: the buff limestone, the blue limestone, the 
b~wn rock, the green rock, and the glass rock. The most con
stant and the most easily recognized of these divisions are the 
first, or buff limestone, and the last, or glass rock. 

The buff limestone. 

The buff limestone, or, as it is frequently called, the quarry 
rock, makes up the lower part, probably about the lower half, 
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of the Trenton formation. (See plate II, figures 1 and 2.) It 
is used throughout the lead and zinc district as a building stone 
and in fact is the chief source of building material in the whole 
district. The name buff limestone was applied because of the 
color of the rock, but in nearly all the quarries away from 
the surface and the joints,--that is, in positions where the 
oxidizing effect of the surface waters has not been expe
rienced,-the lirn:estone instead of being buff in color is of a 
grayish blue, and this latter is the natural, unaltered color of 
the rock. 

The glass Tock. 

The glass rock belongs near the top of the Trenton lime
stone. This term has been applied to a number of varieties 
of limestone in this general horizon. It may be said that the 
name is used for very fine-grained, compact and hard beds of 
limestone which occur near the top of the Trenton. This is 
about as accurate u. general definition of the term as can be 
given. There is, however, one particular phase of this rock 
which may be called the typical glass rock and which is ap
parently the rock to which the name was first applied. This 
is a velry fine-grained, very compact limestone which breaks 
with a conchoidal fracture and which when fresh is of a light 
brown or chocolate color. On exposure to the air, however, this 
color changes to a bluish gray. This phase of the glass rock 
is found in many places throughout the western two-thirds of 
the lead and zinc district. It usually occurs in thin beds and 
in som~ places, especially at Platteville, is an important build
ing material, the Normal School building at this place and one 
of the High School buildings being constructed almost entirelJi 
of this rock. The fact that it does not occur in thicker beds 
preyents its universal use as a building stone. Very frequently 
this glass rock is packed full of fossils. It is a comparatively 
pure limestone containing only a small amount of magnesia, 
the chief impurities being silica, and clay. The composition 
()£ this rock is shown by the accompanying analysis:1 

lGeol. of Wis., vol. ii, p. 681, 1877. 
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Analysis ot the glass rock. 

Silica, SiO. 6.160 

Alumina, Al.O. .................................... 2.260 
Sesquioxide of iron, Fe20. .......................... .950 

Carbonate of lime, CaCO. .......................... 85.540 
Carbonate of magnesia, MgCO. ..................... 3.980 
Vlater, H,O ........................................ . ~30 
Phosphoric anhydride, P 20 5 •••••••••••••••••••••••• .055 

Total 99.875 

GALEN A LIMESTONE. 

This is the main ore-bearing formation of the district and 
appears as a granular, crystalline, porons, and at times sandy 
(i. e., limestone sand and not quartz sand) rock, 'which by 
weathering is reduced to irregular and ragged outlines. Its 
color is a, light yellowish gray, sometimes buff, but when it 
has not been eiXposed to weathering and when found below 
the water le:vel it is usually of a light bluish gray color. Fre
<Iuently thin seams of clayey material occur separating the lay
ers of this limestone. It contains a large amount of flints, 
although this material is not as abundant and is not in as large 
masses as when found in the Lower Magnesian limestone. 
ThesE: flints are frequently in rough layers and at times may 
ha:ve a definite relation to the ore deposits. The flints are 
found mostly in the lower half of the formation; in fact, 8iX
posures of the upper half of the formation 'are common in 
which no flints are to be seen. Galena limestone is the typical 
eountry rock of the district, being the surface rock o:ver prob
ably three-fourths of the area and being frequently eiXposed 
along the stream)3 and road cuttings. This limestone is about 
250 fe8lt in thickness. 

In composition the Galena limestone is a dolorrnite and it 
thus differs markedly from the underlying Trenton. An an
alysif:l of the Galena limestone has already been gi:ven on a pre
vious page. i The cause of the dolomitic constitution of this 

iP.15. -
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limestone can not be fully discussed here. As far as know-n at 
present this dolomitic character extends from the top to the bot
tom of the Galena limestone in the lead and zinc district of Wis
consin, but in Dubuque county, Iowa, it is stated that the dolo
mitization does not extend to any definite depth or to any defin
ite horizon, in some places extending much deeper into the for
mation than in others.l To the east and to the north in the up
per :M:ississippi valley, without the lead and zinc district, it has 
been found impossible to separate the Trenton and Galena, and 
they have been gTouped into one formation which has received 
the name Galena-Trenton, or simply Trenton. While the sep
aration between the two formations is not, and apparently can
not be, definitely made in many districts, it seems to the writer 
very clear that the two formations can be separated easily arid 
distinctly ·within the lead and zinc district of Wisconsin, and 
this subject will be considered in some detail under the next 
heading. 

Separation between the Trenton and Galena. 

As has already been sta,ted, the writer believes that these 
two formations can he easily and definitely distinguished 
within the lead and zinc distriets of Wisconsin, and in this 
belief he agrees apparently with others who have been work
ing in the district. As this matter of the separation of the two 
formations becomes an iInportant one in the mining geology 
of the distriet, and as the subject has not heretofore received 
very' mueh attention, it is thought best to devote some little 
space to this phase of the geology. Recognizing at once that 
nothing like complete information regarding the: chemical COlllr 

position of the limestones of the district is at hand, it still seems 
that the separation between these two formations can be made 
out by lithological and stratigraphical means, and to this end 
there follows a series of sections taken across the transition or 
the junction between these two formations. In these sections 
it should be stated that the measurements are only approxi-

lSaIp.uel Calvin and H. F. Bain: "Geology of Dubuque Co.," lao 
Geol. Survey, vol. x, pp. 407-411, 1900. 
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mately acurate, in fact, they could not be accurate because the 
different beds along t.his contact vary quite markedly in thick
ness from place to place and even within III distance of only a 
few feet. 

l. Section at the Graham mime. This mine is situated 
about two miles west. of Platteville and just ell8t of the Little 
Platte river (Soo. 18, T. 3 N., R. 1 W.). Here the following 
section can be m:ade out: 
11. Yellow-gray limestone, typical Galena ............... 10 feet. 
10. Blue shale, not seen but reported by the miners...... 1 ft., 6 in. 

9. Yellow-gray limestone, similar to No. 11 above...... 8 feet. 
S. Thin beds of blue limestone, separated by narrow 

bands of oil rock. Frequently this blue limestone 
is turning brown along the cracks and edegs of the 
bands. This is the chief ore horizon, the blende and 
galena being disseminated through these blue lime-
stone bands ..................................... 4 feet. 

7. Oil rock mixed with sandy shale and some thin bands 
of blue limestone which carries ore in the same man-
ner as No.8... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 inches. 

6. The main oil rock, containing ore also .............. 1 ft., 6 in. 
5. Blue shale ........................................ 1 ft., 6 in. 
4. Oil rock ........................................... 3 inches. 
3. A soft yellow to white clay, called "pipe clay"....... 1 foot. 
2. Black carbonaceous shale or slate ................... 2 inches. 
1. Buft limestone ..................................... 1 foot. 

Below this are some other exposures of limestone similar to 
No.1, but no uniform layers of typical glass rock were found 
here although they occur in several places within the distance 
of a mile to the south on the east side of the Little Platte river. 

II. SediM!- a,t the Phillips and Rice mine. At this mine, 
which is ahout oner-fourth of a mile west of the Graham mine, 
but on the west side of the Little Platte river, is the following 
section: 

4. Ordinary buft Galena. limestone .. '..... . ........ ..... 3 feet. 
3. Thin beds of limestone, some of which look much like 

the typical glass rock, separated by thin bands of 
oil rock .........•............................... 5 feet. 

2. The main oil rock .......•...•.....••..•..••.••.... 1 foot. 
1. Blue shale ....... ... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . • . • • . . . . 1 foot. 



30 LEAD AND ZINC DEPOSITS OF WISCONSIN. 

III. Sect'lcn at the Tippecanoe mine. At this mine, which 
is about a mile west of the Graham and the Phillips and Rice 
mines, the following section can be seen along the opening to 
a tunnel: 

5. Thin beds of blue limestone and narrow beds of oil 
rock; this is the ore horizon ..................... . 

4. The main oil rock .................................• 

3. Blue shale; in places SOIDe of this is closely like the 
oil rock and at the bottom there is a fairly continu-
ous layer of blue to gray-yellow soft clay .......... . 

2. Black carbonaceous shale or slate ................. . 
1. Hard blue limestone ............................... . 

5 feet. 
1 foot. 

4 feet. 
2 inches. 
3 feet. 

IV. Section at a q1tarry west of Platteville. At a, quarty 
on the west side of the Little Platte river (N. K % Sec. 8, 
T. 3 N., R. 1 W) is an extensive exposure of the upper part 
of the Trenton and the lower part of the Galena. Rere the £01-
lowing section was observed: 
11. Blue limestone with some thin shale bands in its upper 

part, becoming rather coarse, characteristic yellow 
Galena limestone; contains no noticeable fossils .... 12 feet. 

] O. Blue sandy shale, sandy character probably being due 
to decaying limestone ............................ 6 inches. 

9. Blue limestone and thin bands of oil rock, also some 
beds of limestone which are very similar to the typ
ical glass rock. Contains few fossils in its upper 
part, but in its lower part is hIghly fossiliferous. 
All the beds below this, excepting part of the lowest 
one, are commonly highly fossiliferous ............ 6 feet. 

8. Brown or chocolate colored shale, regarded as the oil 

rock . ................................•.......... 2 inches. 
7. Blue limestone and limestone very similar to glass 

rock but in irregular beds........................ 7 feet. 
6. Blue shale ......................................... 10 inches. 
5. Blue limestone with layers of blue shale and some 

layers like glass rock ........................... . 3 feet. 

4. White to yellow-brown clay or shale ............... . 6 inches. 

3. Blue limestone with narrow blue shale bands ....... . 1 ft., 6 in. 
2. Glass rock, typical, in six inch beds with semewhat 

shaly partings. The upper layer of this glass rock 
frequently has a peculiar mottled appearance...... 2 ft., 9 in. 



GENERAL GEOLOGY. 

1. Hard blue limestene similar to the quarry rock or the 
buff rock; occurs in thick beds, but on weathering 
breaks up into thin layers ........................ 9 feet. 
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Y. Section at the Enterprise mine. At the Enterprise 
mme at Platteville near the hottom of the shaft the following 
seetion occurs: 

4. Hard blue or grayish blue limestone, the Galena. 
3. Thin beds of hard blue limestone with narrow bands 

of oil rock ...................................... . 7 feet. 
2. Oil rock .......................................... . 1 ft., 6 in. 
1. Hard blue limestone .............................. . 1 foot. 

1'1. SectioJl at the Gritty Six mine. At the Gritty Six 
mine (S. 'F. J,!J, Sec. 21, T. 2 N., R. 1 E.) southwest of :1feek
ers Grove, the following section is shown at the bottom of the 
mIne: 

4. Blue limestone, Galena. 
3. Layers of yellow and blue limestone with narrow 

bands of oil rock and some yellow sandy shale.... -4 feet. 
2. The main oil roc], ................................. 2 feet. 
1. Blue shale and blue limestone, the shale being rather 

hard . ........................................... 2 ~eet. 

VII. Section at the Kennedy "nine near Hazel Green. At 
the Kennedy mine (S. W. % Sec. 29, T. 1 N., R. 1 E.) the 
following i'ection is seen at the bottom of the shaft and along 
a lev(:l running west from the shaft: 

7. Blue Galena Limestone. 
6. Bands of highly fosslliferous limestone, some of which 

is typical glass rock, with narrow bands of typical 
oil rock ......................................... 8 feet. 

'5. The main oil rock .................................. 2 feet. 
4. Blue shale, rather soft and almost like clay in places 10 inches. 
3. Oil rock ........................................... 10 inches. 
2. Shale similar to No.4 .............................. 10 inches. 
1. Typical glass rock ................................. 2 feet. 

VIII. Section (It Mineral Point. At Mineral Point some 
dry bone mining is going on on the land of MI". W. S. Ross 
(S. W. 1;4 Sec. 31, T. 5 N., R. 3 E.). Here the following sec
tion is made out near the bottom of one of the shafts: 
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7. Yellow Galena limestone. 
6. Thin layers of limestone full of fossils and much like 

typical glass rock; thin seams of oil rock ......... 4 feet. 
5. Decaying oil roc1~ ... .,.............................. 6 inches. 
4. Gray limestone, compact, and looking somewhat like 

glass rock but not typical ......................... 9 feet. 
3. Decaying and sandy limestone with 4 to 8 inches at 

the bottom of rock closely like oil rock............. 2 ft., 6 in. 
2. Fossiliferous limestone closely like typical glass rock 1 foot. 
1. Decayed sandy rock and clayey material ............ 9 inches. 

This section is above the water level and consequently 
the rocks are mostly decayed and do not show their customary 
condition. 

IX. Section at the Penitentiary mine. At this mine, just 
south of JYIiffiin, water makes it impossible to get the complete 
section, but the following is shown: 
4. Gray Galena limestone. 
3. Sandy oil rock with some bands of limestone 4 feet. 
2. Blue clay ............. , ....... " .. . .. . .. ... ..... .. . . 8 inches. 
1. Hard . limestone called glass rock but not like the typo 

ical glass rock ................................... 4 feet. 

There is said to be a greater thickness of glass rock here, 
and below that it is stated that there is a layer of black slate 
or shale 18 inches in thickness. 

X. Section at the Bllsworth mine. At the EllsiWorth mine 
(N. E. 14 Sec. 29, T. 5 N., R. 1 E.), west of Miffiin, the gen
eral section is as follows: 

5. Hard gray Galena limestone. 
4. Thin layers of limestone with fossils and narrow 

seams of oil rock. This limestone is at times very 
similar to the typical glass rock ... ". .. .. ... .... . .. 7 feet. 

3. Oil rock, which is here called "liner" ................ 1 ft., 6 in. 
2. Blue clay .......................................... 2 inches. 
1. Hard blue limestone 

XI. Section at the Glanville mine. At the Glanville mine, 
near Linden, is the following section: 

6. Gray Galena limestone ............................ . 
5. Sandy limestone with some thin bands of oil rock; 

there is no glass rock or rock like glass rock here.. 8 feet. 
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4~ OH rock, rather hard and sandy ..................... 2 feet. 
3. Blue shale or clay ................................. 3 inches. 
2. Hard brownish compact limestone. This limestone is 

here called glass rock but it is coarser grained than 
the typical glass rock and does not have the con-
choidal fracture .................................. 8 feet. 

1. Bluish clay with narrow seams of oil rock........... 6 inches. 

Below this it is reported that there is a hard blue limestone. 
XII. Section at the Kennedy mine a.t Highlarnd. At the 

Kennedy mine, just north of Highland, is the following sec
tion: 
7. Hard Galena limestone ............................. 15 feet. 
6. Bands of hard gray limestone with thin seams of 

rock' which resembles oil rock, but harder than cus-
tomary. This is called the lower opening. . . . . . . . . . 6 feet. 

5. Oil rock, which is here more compact and harder than 
usual .................... ;... ................... 1 toot. 

4. Gray to yellow soft clay ............................ 6 inches. 
3. Very hard, fine grained gray limestone. This is called 

the glass rock opening, but the rock is not like the 
typical glass rock ................................ 4 feet. 

2. Oil rock .. ' ..•.................•.. ,................. 2 inches. 
1. Hard limestone. 

XIII. Section at the Little Giant mine. At the Little 
Giant mine (S. ~/2 Sec. 4, T. 1 N., R. 2 E.), west of Shulls
burg, a shaft has been put down through the oil rook, and here 
the follovving section can be made out: 

6. Yellow decayed limestone .......................... 1 foot. 
5. Soft sandy material, oiZ rock and soft yellow sandy 

clay confused, with the oil rock mainly in the lower 
half . ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 ft., 6 in. 

4. Blue "Shale ......................................... 2 feet. 
3. Blue shale with tum layers of oil rock............... 1 foot. 
2. Very hard, <!ompact, fine-grained limestone resembling, 

but coarser than, the typical glass rock ........... 6 feet. 
1. Same as the last but holding small fiats and fractures 

which are filled with ore ......................... 7 feet. 

Below this bed, twenty-two feet of rock similar to Nos. 1 and 
2, with two or three narrow beds of shale, are said to have been 

3 
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penetrated. In the tunnel of the Galena level, which is a short 
distance to the west, several feet of rock simlilar to this,----;i. e., 
similar to Nos. 1 and 2,-are found above the oil rock. 

XIll. Section at Darrlington. In a quarry on the south 
side of the Pecatonica river at Darlington, there is a fine ex
posure running from near the ba..'le of the Trenton up into the 
Galena. The section here, roughly measured, is as follOlWs: 

6. Galena limestone in thick beds and holding one thin 
shale layer ...................................... 20 feet. 

6. Limestone similar to No.2 below, in thin beds ..... ,.. 4 feet. 
4. Oil rock, inconspicuous ............................. 2 inches. 
3. Thin ibeds of limestone similar to No.2 below. .. ..... 4 feet. 
2. Hard, fine grained, brown limestone looking somewhat 

like glass rock but coarser, lighter colored and with
out the conchoidal fracture. This rock is here 
burned for lime .......................•......... 10 feet. 

1. Heavy bedded buff limestone or quarry rock. Where 
unweathered this is blue or gray-blue in color instead 
of buff ........................................... 35 feet. 

The oil Tock. Aside from the glass rock, which has already 
been mentioned, the oil rock plays an important part in; all 
of the above sections. This oil rock is a compact, very finely 
laminated, soft shale which varies in color from a very light 
yellowish gray to a dark chocolate brown color, md even be
COllms perfectly black in places. The dark chooolate brown 
color is the customary one. It contains 8i considerable per-
centage of carbonaceous matter, which is eviden.ced sometimes 
by the peculiar petroleum ooor which the rock gives off, es
pecially when heated. When dry, particles of this rock will 
usually burn with a thick smoky flame. Partial analyses of this 
rook show the following composition:1 

Carbonaceous Carbonic 
matter. acid. Water. 

1 .................. 43.60 .88 .30 
2 ............ , ...... 18.31 1.85 .40 
3 .................. 16.76 .60 .32 

) ; , 
lMoses Strong: "Geology and topography of the lead region/'.Ge~l. 

of Wis., vol. ii, pp. 680-681, 1887. 
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Of the above analyses, No. 1 is frOom the Oakland level in 
the S. W. 14 of Sec. 5, T. 1 N., R. 2 E., near Shullsburg. 
NOo. 2 is frOom the Silverthorn mine in N. E. 14 Soo. 31, T. 2 
N., R. 2 E.,and No. 3 is from the same locality as N Oo. 2. 

General section and resume. Summing up the foregoing 
sections it will be found that the following represants the gen
eral avru-age: 

Generalized section between the Trenton and Galena. 

5. Galena limestone. 
4. Thin beds of limestone, at times resembling or similar to the glass 

rock, and at times a soft blue limestone, with thin seams of oil 
rock. 

3. 011 rock. 
2. Blue shale or clay. 
1. Typical glass rock or rock resembling glass rock. 

Perhaps from a strietly scientific point of view the lower 
limit of the Galena limestone should be drawn at the bottom 
of No. 5 of the above section. Immediately below this COIIOOS 

,in quite frequently a rock which much resembles the typical 
glass rock, which is very frequently highly fossiliferous, and 
which appears to be lli true limestone rather than a dolomite. 
In all of these three respects this rock differs markedly from 
the Galena above. A t the same time this band of rock which 
is described under No.4 of the above section is not always 
present, nOor when present can it always be recognized. More
over, the oil rock seems to be the only llllyer of the whole series 
which is present and constant in all sections.1 It has peculiar 
and marked characteristics of its own. It is very easily iden
tified and is a layer which is known to all the miiners of the 
district,-in fact, generally in sinking a shaft when the oil rook 
is struck work is discontinued. For these reasons the writer 
has seen fit in the descriptions in this report to make the oil 
rock tlie dividing line between the Galena and the Trenton; 
and throughout this report this division between the two for
mations is llIjaintained,-i. e., the Galena limestone is delimited 

1 In the foregOing sections this oil rock, i. e., the base of the Galena 
as here defined, is i::J. italics. 
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below by the base of the main oil rock horizon. This conclu
sion is reached from a careful study of a num!ber of sections, 
from conversation with different mining men, and from a de
sire to have established some definite and precise horizon by 
which the Trenton could be readily separa.ted from the Galena. 

In this same connection it is we1l to note that Moses Stro·ngl 
canw to a similar conclusion concerning the division between 
the Trenton and the Galena limestones. His statements are as 
follows: 

"The Blue is remarkable as being the purest limestone ill 
the lead region, and the nearest approach to the Trenton lime
stone of the eastern states, both in its lithological and paleon
tological characteristics. A very noticeable feature is its 
marked division into two parts.; one very heavy-bedded, in lay
ers of tvV'o or three feet thick, known as the glas.s rock, which 
constitutes the lower half; and the other, thin-bedded, in 
layers of two or three inches, graduating sometimes without 
much change into the thin-bedded Galena limestone above. It. 
is at this point that the stratum of carbonaceous shale occurs, 
which is the line of demarcation between the Blue and Galena 
limestones, and as such ,is a.n unfailing guide. (The italics 
are the writer's.) It varies very much in its thickness, being 
from a quarter of an inch to a foot or miOre, but wherever a 
good exposure of the two formations is seen, it has uniformly 
been found." 

HUDSON RIVER SHALES. 

Overlying the Galena limestone. is a formation composed 
largely of bluish to greenish shales, with occasional thin bands 
of limestone. On account of their soft nature these shales are 
very easily eroded and are seldom exposed. They are found 
usually in the vicinity of the mounds. As a rook formation 
the Hudson River shales are not of great importance in this 
dist,riet and nO' ore bO'dies are known to be contained in them, 
but their jnfluence III the formation of O',re deposits will be 
spoken of later. 

I ( 
lOp. cit., p. 680. 
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NIAGARA LIMESTONE. 

This occurs as the ca.pping to the mounds. To the east and 
south of the lead and zinc district the Niagara limestone covers 
large tracts of country, and the small remnants of it which are 
found in the lead and zinc region are without doubt all that 
is now left of Bl once extensive layer of this limestone which 
covered practically the whole district. This limestone, like the 
Lower Magne-sian and the Galena, is a dolomite and contains 
also a large number of flints, in fact, as far as lithology is 
concerned these three dolomtitic limestone formations at ti.Jmle 
quite closely resemble each other. At the west Blue mound 
the upper part of the Niagara limestone is a highly siliceous, 
cherty or quartzite-like layer.1 

Only small amounts of lead and zinc have been reported from 
the Niagara limestone. 

LATER FORMATIONS. 

After the deposition of the Niagara limestone there is no 
positive evidence that other stratified rocks were laid down 
in this district. It is of course possible that the region was 
still below, sea level as late as the end of the Paleozoic time 
and received the deposits of Devonian and Carboniferous age. 
No remnants of these rocks are found anywhere in the district 
and it seems rather improbable that the Carboniferous rocks 
extended this far north between the Mississippi river and lake 
Michigan. There is, however, more possibility that the Devo
nian may have once ('..overed this territory, for the fact that 
rocks of this age were more extensive than has heretofore beeIlt 
supposed is shown by the finding of Devonian fossils in cracks 
in the Niagara limestone of northeastern Illinois. 2 

lMoses Strong: "Geology and topography of the lead region," Geol. 
of Wis., vol. ii, p. 667. 

G. D. Hubbard: "The Blue Mound Quartzite," Am. Geol., vol. xxvi, 
pp. 163-168, 1900. 

2Stuart Weller: "A peculiar Devonian deposit in northern Illi· 
no!s," Jour. of Geol., vol. vii., pp. 483-488, 1899. 
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Rocks of Oretaceous age are found to the west both in Iowa 
and Minnesota. During Cret,aceous times it is thought that 
a large part of Wisconsin and adjacent districts were reduced 
by erosion practically to the level of the sea, but it has not yet 
boon proved tha,t the Oretaceous ocean extended as far east as 
southwestern Wisconsin; at the same time it is not improba
ble that outliers of OTetaceous age may yet be found in this 
part of the state. Of rocks later than the Cretaceous age, 
we have no knowledge in this immediate district; in fact, 
.deposits of Tertiary age are known no nearer than Missouri 
and southern Illinois and the Great Plains district. At the 
same time there are certain isolated deposits of gravel which 
have been found in Illinois and at one or two points in Wis
consin Which possibly may be regarded as the remnants of a 
once extensive deposit of Tertiary graveP 

lR. D. Salisbury: "Pre-Glacial gravels on the quartzite range near 
Baraboo, Wisconsin," Jour. Geol., vol. iii, pp. 655-667, 1895. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE ORES AND ASSOCIATED MINERALS. 

The minerals of the lead and zinc district of Wisconsin are 
not as numerous, so far as species go, as one would naturally 
expect in a mining district; in fact, the minerals which are 
here to be ordinarily seen are confined to a few of the commoner 
forms. The miost important minerals are galenite, sphalerite, 
smithsonite, marcasite and calcite. These are by far the lIljOst 
abundant, most noticeable and most important. A number of 
other minerals, found. associated with these, are of considerable 
interest and importance in a study of the ore deposits them~ 
selves. 

THE ORES. 

Lead ores. 

Gale11fite. Also known as galena, lead sulphide and usually 
called by the miners "mineral." In chemical composition it 
is sulphide of lead, and when pure contains 86.6 per cent. of 
metallic lelad. Galenite usually occurs in the form of crystals 
which are either cubes or less commonly octahedrons, or a com
bination of these two forms. When the mineral is in large 
crystals it is frequently called "cog mineral," and when in 
smaller ones, especially when disseminated through the rock, 
it is called "dice mineral," by the miners. A large irregular 
mass is sometimes known as "chunk mineral," and when this 
substance ocurs as thin layers in narrow fissures, it is called. 
"sheet mineral." Galenite also occurs in a peculiar reticulated 
form, when it assumes the shape of various troo-like branches. 
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The sulphide of lead is the original lead mineral of the dis
trict. It is also the only lead ore which occurs in sufficient 
quantity to be mined. Unlike the ordinary galena fO'lmd in 
most mining districts, the percentage of silver in the Upper lI1is
sissippi valley galena is small,-usually so small that it cannot 
be eeonomicaJly extracted. 

Cerussite. Also knO'\Vll as lead carbonate and white lead 
ore. Chemically it is a caroonate of lead. It occurs in small 
amj()unts, usually as little crystals attached to the large crys
tals of galenite, or as a white to yellow powder-like coating on 
the galena crystals. The latter occurrence IS more common 
near the surface of the gTound. Oemssite is not one of the 
original minerals of the district, but is formed from galena 
in the belt of oxidation. 

Anglesite. This is lead sulphate and is also a. secondary 
mineral formed from galenite. It is mentioned in the reports 
as of rare occnrrence, and an examination of some of this ma
terial from Mineral Point shows that. the so-caned anglesite i3 
really selenite or gypsum.1 In fact, it may be questioned 
whether this mineral exists in southwestern Wisconsin; at the 
same time there is no apparent reason why it should not occur. 

Zinc ores. 

S phalerile. Known also as zinc blende, zinc sulphide and 
by the miners commonly called "black jack" or simply "jack." 
Chemically this is a sulphide of zinc, cont,aining when pure 67 
per cent. of metallic zinc. This is by far the most important 
ore of the district and is the original zinc mineral. It is found 
commonly below the level of groundwater and so was not dis
covered in the early explorations of the district. It varies 
in colM' from a light straw-yellow, through brown to jet black, 
the black color being due to impurities, especially iron. In 
some cases, especially in soft clays, sphalerite occurs in aggre-

1 w. H. Hobbs: "A contribution to the mineralogy of Wisconsin." 
Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin, Science Series, voI. i, pp. 135-
136, 1895. In this paper are descriptions of a number of the minerals 
of the lead and zinc district. 
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gations of small crystals with a berry-like sha})€, and this has 
been designa.ted as "strawberry jack." 

8rn'ithsonite. Also known as zinc carbonate and by the 
miners caned "dry-bone." Chemically this is a carbonate of 
zinc which whE'n pure contains 52 per cent. of metallic zinc. 
All the s1l1ithsonite of the district occurs as an alteration product 
of sphalerite; it is thus a secondary mineral which has boon 
formed in the belt of oxidation While sphalerite is more im
portant as an ore, large amounts of smithsonite are still mined. 
This carbonate of zinc usually occurs as a porous material oc
cupying tlie position of the original sphalerite. At other times 
it forms thin ('oats or crusts on the rock and especially on cal
cite crystals, and not uncommonly the calcite is found to be 
replaced by a porous mass of smithsonite. Near the level of 
ground water it is very frequently possible to find specimens 
which show bea.utifully the alterations from sphalerite to smith
sonite; in such cases the inside of a mass of smlithsonite will 
be found to be made up entirely or partially of unaltered zinc 
sulphide. (See Fig. 7, p. 75.) This ore of zinc is not used 
in the production of spelter, but all of it goes into zinc white, 
which is used as a base for paints. 

H ydrozincite. This is known as zinc bloom and is a hydro
carbonate of zinc. When pure it contains 60 per cent. of me
tallic zinc. Hydrozincite is intimately associated with smithson
ite and it is sometimes difficult to distinguish one from the 
other; in fact, this mineral is rarely recognized in this district, 
and no definite statement can here be made as to its occurrence. 
It differs from smithsonite in containing water as an essen
tial constituent. 

Oalamine is a hydrous silicate of zinc and, while common 
in some zinc districts, has not, to the writer's knowledge, boon 
reported from southwestern Wisconsin. 

Other ores. 

Iron ores. These exist in considerable abundance but are not 
of economic importance, as far as this district is concerned, 
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with the exception o.f the iron sulphide (pyrite and marcasite) 
which is used in the manufacture o.f sulphuric acid. 

Pyrite is known also as iro.n pyrites, mundie, fool's gold, 
and by the miners is called "sulphur." Chemically this is sul
phide of iron, containing 46.7 per cent. of iro.n and 53.3 per 
cent. o.f sulphur. Pyrite occurs frequently in cubes and in 
combinations of cubes and octahedrons, and in pentagonal dodec
ahedrons; very commonly the faces of the cubes are striated. 
Pyrite is throughout the district intimately associated with the 
sphalerite and with the galenite below the belt of oxidation. 
It is not so common in this district as the next mineral (mar
casite) and these two (and pro.bably a small amount of iron 
carbonate,-siderite) are the origina,l iron minerals of the dis
trict. 

:Marcasite is known as white iron pyrites and is also called 
"sulphur" by the miners. It is of th.e sam;e chemical compo
sition as tue pyrite, but its color is a little paler and it decom
poses miOl'{l readily on exposure to the aitm:osphere. Marcasite 
forms the important iron mineral of the district. It is much 
mp,re abundant than the pyrite, and in the remainder of this 
report all of the iron sulphide will be spoken of as marcasite. 

Limonite is a hydrous oxide of iron and is known aB brown 
hematite, yellow ocher, and by the miners it is frequently called 
"iron." Chemically it is a compound of iron, oxygen and water. 
It exists in large amounts and is a product of the alteration of 
marcasite 'in the belt of oxidation. 

Hemjatite is an oxide of iron and is known as red iron ore 
and red ocher. It is not as common as limonite, but the red 
clays which occur so abundantly with the lead ores owe their 
co.lor mainly to the presence of hematite. 

:Melante,rite is kno.wn as copperas, iron vitriol and green vit
riol. Chemically this is a sulphate o.f iro.n. This is frequently 
fo.rmed in the decomposition of the sulphide of iron (marca
site), and very commonly heaps of this latter mineral are found 
covered with a white co.ating which is melanterite. This ma
terial, ho.wever, is soon dissolved and carried away and does not 
a,ccumulate in large amounts. 
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Copper ores. While ores of copper are not ablUldant~ they 
occur in places and have at times proved of economic illljpor
tance. The original copper ore is chalcopyrite (a sulphide of 
copper and iron), and quite probably oxide of copper also 0c

curs. In the belt oi oxidation the copper ores have been al
tered to the greeTl copper carbonate (malachite) and also less 
frequently to the blue copper carbonate (azurite). 

J.vIa.nganese ores. It is probable that some original sulphide 
of manganese elxists jn the district, from which has been de
rived the secondary mineral known as wad or black oxide of 
manganese. This latter is not common, but occurs at times 
und is called black ocher. 

ASSOCL .... TED MINERALS. 

Calcite. This is known as calcspar or spar and by the mineri! 
is usually designated as "tiff." Chemically it is a carbonat~ 
of lime. It is a soit mineral, cleaves very easily into rhomb
sha.ped fragments, and when pure is transparent and colorless. 
It is perhaps the most common m'ineral, at least the most no-
ticeable one, in the district. It is almost always associated with 
the lead and zinc ores belol'; the level of ground water, and in 
most cases was deposited after these ores. Its COIllJlli)n :rru>de 
of occurrence is as a lining to the cavities, or as a filling of those 
cavities, which contain the metallic sulphides along the walls. 

Dolornite. This is a carbonate of lime and magnesia. In 
general features it resembles calcite, but does not occur com
monly in large crystals. In fact, dolomite, notwithstanding 
its great abundance as a constitueTlt of the galena limestone, is 
comparatively rare in the crystal iorm or anywhere outside of 
the mass of the rock. 

Selenite. This is knovm as gypsum and as plaster. It is a 
hydrous sulphate oi lime and is not COmInOOl in this district. It 
has been reported from a few places, as Mineral Point, and Mr. 
G. S. Rice has shown the writer smlall specimens of this mineral 
from Potooi. The fact that gypsum has been mistaken for an
glesite, has already been mentioned under the description of that 
mineral.1 

1 P. 40. 
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Barite. This is known as heavy spar; it is a sulphate of bar
ium and on account of its high specific gravity it is sometimes 
difficult to separate it in milling from sphalerite, especially in 
certain localities where it is found intimately associated with 
this zinc ore. Barite appears to prevail in the vicinit~ of the oil 
rock and most commonly occurs as masses of radiating crystals 
in this rock. It is common at the Raisbook mine near }lookers 
q.rove, and has been found in the oil rock in the Enterprise mine 
at Platteville. 

QuaJ·tz. This is pure silica, the substance which makes up 
ordinary sandswne. In the lead and zinc district quartz is 
mainly found in the fOrm! of flint which is abundant in the Ga
lena limestone and also in the Niagara and the Lower Magnesian 
limestones. Notwithstanding the large amount of silica in the 
ore-bearing rocks, it is rarely found crystallized, except in cavi
ties in the Lower Magnesian limestone, and here the crystals are 
commonly of small size. 

Sulphur. Native sulphur, though not abundwt, is oc
casionally found in the lead region in the pulverulent or mi
nutely crystalline form in crevices or small cavities in the mines. 
It is lmdoubtedly due to the decomposition of the iron sulphides, 
pyrite and marcasite.1 

I ., 

1 T. C. Chamberlin: Geol. of Wis., vol. iv, p. 393, 1882. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OUTLINE OF THE GENESIS OF ORE DEPOSITS. 

All metalliferous deposits are separable into three classes, 
which are: (1) those which owe their origin to concentration in 
IDJ)lten rocks, as some bodies of magnetic iron ore; (2) those 
which are deposited by the processes of sedimentation, such as 
placer gold deposits; (3) those which are deposited by circu
lating underground waters. To these might be added certain 
ores which may owe their origin to sublimation, i. e. to deposi
tion from vapors. By far the larger number of all ore deposits 
known to mankind belong to this third division,-those which 
owe their origin to circulating underground waters,-and it is 
to this class of deposits that every one familiar with the subject 
will refer the lead and zinc ores of southwestern Wis~~n. It " ~\. 
is proposed in this chapter to outline briefly the method of 
formation of this third class of ore deposits with special refer-
ence to those of the district under consideration. In this ac-
count an attempt will be made to present an outline of the 
modern theory of ore deposits, following especially the work of 
Van Rise.1 

ZONES OF 'l'HE EARTH'S CRUST. 

ThE: crust of the earth m:ay be divided into three zones. These 
are, from the surface inward: (1) the zone of rock fracture, (2) 
the z(>ne of rock fracture and rock flowage, and (3) the z()lJle of 
rock flowage. The deepest of these zones, or the zone of rock 

1 "Some principles controlling the deposition of ores," Trans. Amer. 
Inst. Mining Eng., vol. xxx, pp. 27-177, 1901. 
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flowage, is that in which the pressure is SOl grea.t that, when 
roch are ded'ormed, instea.d of breaking they respond to this de
formation by flowing. In this zone there are nQ eavities,-a.t 
least none of appreciahle size,-and if a ca.vit~ were to be fOl"Illed 
it would soon be filled by the inflowing of the rock from the 
wa.lls. All rocks, even the hardest, when put under sufficient 
pressure,-pressure that is greater than the ultimate: strength 
of the rock,-may be made to flow. Of course the amount of 
pressure necessa.ry to make some rocks respond to deformation 
by flowage is very much less than tha.t required by others. Thus 
a weak rock, such as shale, could be made tQ flow a,t a much 
higher position in the earth's crust than a much stronger rock, 
such as a granite. Below a depth of about 10,000 mete,rs the 
pressure is sufficient to crush the strongest rocks, and so this 
zone o.f flQwage comes to within this distance of the earth's sur
face. 'When, however, the influence of moisture and heat (with 
increasing press1;lre) is taken into considera.tion, it seems ve~ 
probable that the zone of flowage comes much nearer the sur
fa.ee than 10,000 meters. 

Above the zone of flovmge, which is that zone in which all 
rocks will :fiow when deformed, is another zone which is called 
the zone of comihined fmeture and flowage, where certa.in rocks 
will flo,v when deformed ra.pidly, while others,-the more brit
tle ones,-will fracture. In such a ca.se ca.vities will not occur 
in the less brittle rocks, while cavities may exist in the more 
brittle ones. 

In the outer zone of the earth's crust, i. e. the: zone of rook 
fra.cture, rocks, when rapidly deformed, respond by fracturing. 
In some cases, espeeially when the deiorm,a,tion is exceedingly 
slow, rocks will bend rather than break, and this matter of time 
is an important element in all the movements to which the rocks 
of the earth's crust are subjected. Nevertheless, many of 'the so
called folds or bends in rocks, which take place in the zone of 
fracture, are really due to a great number of small breaks. In 
this zone of fracture fissures, or ca,vities, of various kinds will 
be developed in the rocks. The most important of these a.re 
those which are known as fault planes, joint planes and planes. 
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of rupture due to the differential movement of one bed upon 
another. It is only within this outer zone of the earth's crust 
that there is a free circulation of water, and so it is only within 
this zone that the main ore deposits occur. The rocks of the 
lead and zinc district of southwestern 'Wisconsin have never 
boon buried deep enough to have gotten out of this zone of frac
ture, and the larger cavities which occur in these rooks, espe
cially in the more brittle ones, such as the limestones, are fraC
tures produced by the deformation of the rocks. Of course, the 
cavities, or openings, as they now exist in these rocks have in 
many cases been enlarged by solution. While thel limestones 
have in most cases responded to deformation by fracturing, 
some of the softer beds, such as the shales and clays, ha,ve re
sponded to the same deformation by bending and not by the pro
duction of cracks or fissures. 

THE GENERAL CnWUJ~ATION OF WATER. 

The water which falls from the clouds upo,n the land mlay be 
separa ted into three parts: (1) that which is soon evaporated 
and returns to the sky; (2,) that which flows off the surface of 
the ground, forning streams, lakes and oceans, and which is 
eventually subjected to evaporation; (3) that which sinks into 
the ground. 

This last part, i. e. that which enters the ground, is the water 
which is of importance in the formation of ore deposits.1 

Seeping into the ground this water flows in very tortuous and 
complicated channels, but is almost constantly in motion, though 
that motion may be slow,-passing from areas of high pressure 
to those of lower pressure. The general law of underground cir
culatjon is that the water enters the ground at higher levels and 
emerges again, after a long or short journey, at lower levels, the 
result being that the circulation of this underground water, 
while not as apparent and not as marked as the circulation of the 

1 Some part of the water which enters the ground is soon brought to 
the surface again by capillarity and by vegetation and so does not 
enter into the formation of ore deposits. 
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water in the atmosphere and on the surface of the earth, is still 
just as important and just as real. The result is that the water 
which enters the outer zone of the earth's crust, after a long 
or short journey and a long or short time, returns to the sur
face, emerging in the form of springs or wells, or enters the 
rivers, lakes alld oceans at or beneath their surface. 

The water, seeping dovm from the earth's surface through the 
rocks, finally comes to a point be10w which the rocks are found 
to be completely saturated with water,-the belt of saturation. 
The upper surface of this belt of saturation is known as the level 
D£ ground water, or the ,vater table. The distance of this level 
of ground water :from the surface varies, depending upon many 
conditions, such as the amonnt o:f rainfall, the kind of rock, the 
form o:f the surface of the ground, etc. In general it Il1\ay be 
stated that in any given district the level of the grolmd water is 
at the surface of the streams in the valleys; from the valleys this 
level rises lmder the hig'her lands on the sides of the streams, 
and varies somewhat in the same manner as the topography, but 
it does not become as marked in its variation as does the to
pography. The water in our ordinary wells is water ohtained 
by sinking thcse wells to, or a few feet below, the ordinary level 
of ground water, Of course this level in anyone place varies a 
fmv feet in different seasons of the year, depending mainly upon 
the amount 01 rainfall. In southwestern 'Wisconsin, especially 
wit.hin the driftless area, the ground water level varies from 
zero :1t the sides of the streams to 60 or 70 feet, or even more, on 
the uplands. At one point southwest of ~Ieekers Grove, in 
one of the dry-bone mines, the water level was found to be 
about 100 feet below the surface, and in some places in the dis
trict it is even deeper than this. 

OPENINGS IN ROCKS. 

In its passage through the rocks the water in the earth's crust, 
both in and above the belt of saturation, flows through openings 
in the rocks. These openings are of various shapes and sizes, 
but the ones which are of the most importance from the stand-
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point of are deposits may be classed under two heads: first, open
ings which are due to what might. be called porosity of the rook, 

. i. e. to tlie spaces between the different grains of the rook, and 
second, openings which are due to fmcturing of the rocks. Of 
course both classes of openings may be, and frequently are, later 
enlarged by solution. In the first class of openings are in
cluded all the inter-pore or inter-grain spaces in ordinary rocks. 
Many of our standstones contain openings which amount to 10 
or 20 or even 25 per cent. of the total bulk of the rock. In 
50mo cases the percentage of pore space is even greater than this, 
as is espeCially true in some fine grained shales or clays, in which 
the pure space may run up to 30 or 40 per cent. The pores 
which are of the most importance in the matter of underground 
ci~'culation of water are those of the larger sizes, and these oc
cur in the coarser sediments, such as con glom orates and sand
stones,-uncemented sandstones being exceedingly favorable 
media for tho passage of water. U ncemented or partially ce
mented standstonelS are iml)ortant factors in the phenomena of 
artesian wells. 

In this cOll1lection, however, it is necessary to make a dis
tinction between the actnal aIlliOunt of pore space in a rock, or 
in other words the amount of water which a given rook will ab
~orb, and the amount of water which can pass through that rock. 
The first may be regarded as the porosity of the rock, the second 
as the permeability of the rock. For instance, certain poorly 
cemented standstones have a high porosity and also a high per
meability, i. e. these ,,"ill absorb and also allow to pass through 
them large quantities of water, while certain fine grained shales. 
and clays, notwithstanding the fact that they are able to ab
sorb more water than certain sandstones, will allow very little 
of it to pass through. Thus beds of clay or shale become im
portant stoppers, or directors, of underground solutions, and it 
is to the confining effect of such beds of impervious rock that 
the phenomena of artesian wells are partially due. In the lead 
and zinc district of southwestern Wisconsin certain beds of im
pervious shale, or clay, have had a very important influence upon 

4 
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the circulation of underground waters, and consequently upon 
the formation of ore deposits. 

The second class of openings in rocks, i. e. those which are due 
mainly to fracturing, may be grouped under the head of joint 
openings, fault openings, openings between bedding planes, and 
openings due to the slipping of one layer upon another. Of 
course in these larger openings the circulation of wat8lI' is more 
free, and in them, or in the enIa,rged parts of them, have boon 
deposited the ores of the distriit. 

THE FLOWAGE Of;' UNDERGROUND WATERS. 

As has already been stated, the general direction of flowage of 
underground waters is from areas of high pressure to those of 
lower pressure. As an. example of this flowage we might men
tion the waters entering the surface of the ground in an elevated 
district, such as the broad inter-stream areas in the lelad an.d 
zinc region. Waters entering in such a, posit.ion work their way 
downward by the force of gravity an.d emerge at a IoweiI' level. 

FIG. 1.-Diagram illustrating the horizontal routes taken by water in fiowing 
from one well (B) to anotl\er (A). (After Van Rise.) 

They, howe,ver, instead of passing directly from the point of 
entrance to the point of emergence, travel by irregular and cir
cuitous routes, and we find that the body of the rock be-
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1mV' the f'urface in the zone of fracture is traversed from top to 

bottom by these currents of water, although the circulation in 
the upper pa,rt of this zone is in general more rapid than deeper 
down. A general idea. of the comple,xity of this underground 
circulation can be gained by consulting the accompanying dia
grams (figures 1 and 2), which illustrate the paths by which 
water will pass from one opening to another, such as between 
two wells. In figure 2 water passing from B to A pursues the 
routes shown by the curved lin8il. Of course the main amount 

FIG. 2.-Diagram illustrating" the YE-'rtiC':1.1 rout{'~~ taken by V\?nter in flowing from 
one well (B) to another (AJ. (After Van liise.) 

of water passes along the mo~c direct courses, while a smaller, 
and at times insignificant amonnt, passes by the more circuitous 
rouks. In this figure is shovm diUoOTammatically the passage 
of water from one ,,-ell to another in a horizontal directionr 

while in figure 2 the same thing is shown in a vertical direction. 
A diagrammatic illustration of this circulation of underground 
waters from highland to lowland is shown in figure 3. A com
parison of these three diagrams will bring out the point already 
stated that the route of underground water from the place of en
trance to the place of emergence is extremely varying and com
plex, and it will also illustrate the principle that in the zone of 
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fracture these circulating waters tend to penetrate and to tra
verse practically all parts of the earth's crust. 

FIG. 3.-Dlagram illustrating the routes taken by water which enters the ground 
9.t one point on a slope and which emerges- at a lower point. (After Van 
Hise.) 

The general course of the downwa,rd moving waters and also 
of those which show a horizontal component is through the smal
ler openings or pores of the rocks. There is a marked tendency 
for these solutions to concentrate in, or to flow toward, the largeir 
openings, and it is in thElS8 larger opeuings, especially where the 
mingling of solutions from different sources occurs, fliat tlie 
main IOO,tallic deposi.ts are found. As' illustrations of theso 
larger and more extensive openings vertical fault and joint 
planes can 00 meutioned. If we assume such a vertical open
ings with the upper edge in a valley, or in a, low district, this 
opening will serve as a place of emergence for large quantitks 
of water which fall upon the highlands of the district. This 
water descends gradually through the rocks and is finally con
centrated after a long or short journey in this larger opening, 
and in this opening the general course of circulation will be up
ward. The idea here explained may be represented diagram
matically by the accompanying sketch (figure 4) which shows 
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waters descending from the highland, passing through circuit
ous routes, converging in a larger channel, and emerging again 
at the surface in the lowland. While this illustration is neces
sarily diagrammatic and to a certain extent ideal, it neverthe
less represents the general principles of underground water cir
culation. These may be summed up as follows: The water 
enters the rook, ,the main part of it in the high areas, and passes 
downward and horizontally through a series of minute openings. 
These currents of downward and horizontally moving waters 
have a tendency to accumulate in the larger openings, and in 
these larger openings, especially when their tops are in the low
lands, there will ne(''€ssarily be ascending currents. As will be 
noted later on, these ascending currents are of great importance 
in the deposition of ores. 

FIG. 4.-Diagram iIInstrating the wat .. rs descenuing below a slope and converg
Ing Into vertical openings where they become ascending waters. 

It may aid in the general conception of this underground pass
age of wa,ter to compare the circulation in the zone fracture to 
that which would be established in a U-shaped tube, in which 
one arm of the U is shorter than the other, and into whose 
longer arm, corresponding to the highland district, water is 
poured. The water emerges, after passing downward and hori
zontally and then upwards through the shorter armt of the U, at 
Ii lower horizon than the place of entrance. Of course in nature 
this U-shaped tube, instead of being simple, is exceedingly com-
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plex, the longer and higher arm: being made of an infinite num
ber of minute channels, while the shorter and lower arm is com
posed of one or more channels of much larger size. 

While the main cause of the circulation of underground 
waters is gravity, it should be added that where the circulation 
goes to a considerable distance below the surface the water be
comes warmer, and consequently its viscosity decreases and it 
will thus circulate more rapidly. However, in the lead and zinc 
district of Vlisconsin there is good reason to believe that the cir- . 
culating underground waters, to which is due the formation of 
the ore deposits, never extended to a depth below the surface 
sufficient to enable the waters to become much warmer than 
when they entered the ground. So in this district gravity is 
the all important cause of the underground circulation. 

THE WORK OF UNDERGROUND WATERS. 

Circulating underground waters form one of the most im
portant geological agent,s known in the economy of the earth's 
crust. To these waters are due in large part all those pro
cesses known as rock alteration, under which may be included 
(1) weathering, or the disint,egration of rocks at and near the 
surface of the ground, and (2) those changes which go on below 
the belt of weathering. In this latter class may be grouped al
terations vvhich tend to solidify the rocks, those which tend to 
metamorphose them and those which tend to carry mineiral mat· 
teT from one point to another. This last is, forr." our purposes, 
the most important, but it is only a phase of the vast geological 
work performed by these underground solutions. The work of 
underground circulating waters may be grouped under the heads 
of solution, transportation, and deposition. 

Solution. Pure water is capable of dissolving many sub
stances in small amounts, but the water which occurs in th", 
earth's crust is never absolutely pure; in fact it is decidedly im.
pure. Water falling from the sky, as it passes through the at
mosphere, takes into solution certain gases, such as oxygen and 
carbon dioxide, and on ecrltering the soil immediately takes into 
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solution other substances and in its passage through the ground 
is continually dissolving the nci.neral matter with which it comes 
in contact, some substances of course being much more rapidly 
dissolved than others. Moreover, the fact that the water has be
~ impure, holding in solution certain substances, often en
ables it to add to its substances still other matter, for water hold
ing active chemical agents will dissolve more substances and in 
larger amounts than pure water. As an. example of this in

.creased power to dissolve substances, may be mentioned the fact 
that pure water is capable of dissolving only a very small amount 
of calcium carbonate (the essential material in limestone), while 
water which contains in solution carbon dioxide gas is able to 
dissolve a considera.bly larger quantit~ of calcium carbonate. 

As the waters descend deeper into the earth's crust they be
come warmer and are lmder greater pressure. As temperature 
and pressure increase the dissolving power of the water increases 
also, l and this pmver becomes very much augm,ented when the 
deeper parts of the belt of water circulation are reached. In 
the Wisconsin lead and zinc district the currents which deposited 
the ores in all probability never went deep into the earth's crust, 
and so here the factors of increased temperature and pressure 
are not of importance. 

The substances which are contained in the water circulating 
in the eartll's crust are numierous and complex, and the different 
substances, which are added to the water in the course of its 
journey and through whose addition the water becomes able to 
take up still other substances, are known only in part and need. 
not be discussed in this place, although later a few of the com~ 
mon materials taken into solution will be mjentioned. Here it 
need only be said that these circulating underground waters take 
from the rocks through which they pass certain substances,; and 
for our purposes the most important of these substances are those 
which contain lead, zinc and iron. Compounds of these ma
terials are scattered through the rocks in very minute quanti
ties, 'and it is part of the work of these underground waters to 

1 There are some exceptions to this statement. 
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dissolve the minute qua'Iltities of these substances with which 
they come in contact. 

Underground circulating waters then become, even on their 
first entering into the earth's crust, weak solutions and these 
solutions tend to become in general more and more complex and 
less and less weak as their underground journey continues. 

Tmnsporta.tion. The substances which Mve boon dissolved 
hy the eirculating wat.ers, which are mainly descending, are 
transported downward and laterally, passing through large areas 
of rocks and finally emerging into larger openings, or cavities, 
where they join the currents of ascending waters. Practically 
the whole mass of the rocks in the zone of fracture is traversed 
by these aqueous solutions, which transp<lrt from one place to 
another in the earth's crust large quantities of mineral matter. 

Deposition. When these solutions become supersaturated 
with any pal'ticular substance, there is a tendency for the water 
to precipitate or deposit this substance. The causes important 
in connection with precipitation, or in other words the causes of 
~upersatura,tion, are the following: (1) decrease of pressure, (2) 
decrease of heat., (3) chem~cal reactions. The chemical reac
tions, which tend to supersaturate the solutions, are numerous 
and va,ried and only the simpler of them are well understood. 

The belt of the earth's crust above the level of ground 
water and for a short distance below this level is the belt in 
which solutions are mainly taking place. Below this belt, 
which might be called the belt of weathering, is another belt in 
which, while solution is taking place, precipitation, and conse
quently cementation of the rocks, also occurs. It is in the cavi
ties, especially in the larger cavities of this belt of cementation, 
that there is a concentration of these ore-bearing solutions and 
the consequent precipitation of the ores and associated minerals. 

Returning to the idea of the general underground circulation, 
it may be stated that where the waters enter the larger openings, 
and especially where they tend to become ascending currents, 
there pre.c.ipitation takes pla,ce more markedly than elsewhere. 
Of course in these ascending solutions the waters are coming 
under less and less pressure and the temperature is also deereas-
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ing; and these two fa.ctors will of course lead to precipitation. 
However, in the lead and zinc district of Wisconsin, as has al
ready boon stated, the principal mineral bearing solutions prob
ahly never had a marked increase in temperature, nor did they 
descend deep enough to have the pressure markedly increased. 
So ill this district, at least, these two factors become of small im· 
portance. The main factor is the precipitation due to the ming
ling of certain solutions and to the contact of'these solutions with 
the wall rock. In reference to the first of these cases may be 
mentioned the fact that very frequently· where two fissures cross, 
the solutions traveling in one of which are a little different in 
composition from those traveling in the other, we frequently 
find enriched ore deposits. This is especially the case in some 
oi the mines where a system of cross fissures bring in notable 
am,ounts of lead. In other cases the important agents in the 
deposition of this mineral matter are the rocks which contain or
ganic material. While the Galena limestone does contain small 
quantities of such matter, the rock which holds it much more 
than any other is the peculiar narrow bed of shaly material, 
which occurs at the bottom of the Galena limestone and which 
has been described under the name oi oil rock.l It is along this 
horizon that large quantities oi the ores have been deposited, 
while other large quantities have been deposited just above this 
horizon. In the first case the deposition was undoubtedly due 
to reactions b6tween the substances oi the oil rock, especially 
the organic substances, and the ore bearing solutions, while in 
the second case deposition was due to a mingling of the solu
tions which carry the ore with solutions carrying material from 
the oil rock, Qr to reactions between the solutions and the wall 
rock. 

DEPOSITS MADE BY ASCENDING AND BY DESCENDING SOLUTIONS. 

As has already been stated, the ascending waters tend to de
posit mIineral miRtter and a large number oi the ore deposits of 
the world are undoubtedly due to waters moving in this direc-

1 P 34. 



58 LEA.D A.ND ZING DEPOSITS OF WISGONSIN. 

tion. On the o.ther hand it is a well known fact that many ore 
deposits o.we their partial origin, and in SOIllie cases probably 
their whole origin, to descending wateTS. .A,n example o.f this 
o.rigin partiaily due to. descendi.ng waters, or what might be 
called secondary deposition or se1)Ondary enrich.ment of ore 
bodies, occurs when, due to. the processes o.f erosion, the upper 
part of an ore bearing fissure has boon brought within the zone 
of weathering. Here the ores, instead of being in the belt of 
cementation, are now in the belt of solution and are being dis
rolved and their solutions travel do.wnward; they meet other 
so.lutions which may be traveling horizontally, or even upward, 
and are precipitated by these other solutions, or by contact with 
the materials of the surrounding rock. In the Wisco.nsin lead 
and zinc district it is believed that ore deposits mast, which owe 
their origin in some cases to. ascending solutions (or deep 
seated circulation), and in other cases to descending solutions, 
and sometimes to. solutions traveling in both directions. 

\.. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE ORE DEPOSITS. 

The ores of the lead and zinc district Df sDuthwestern Wiscon
sin consist in: (1) lead suI phicle Dr g·alena, the "mineral" Df the 
miners; (2) zinc sulphide Dr sphalerite, the "black jack" of the 
miners; (3) zinc carbDnate Dr smithsDnite, the "dry-bone" Df 

the miners. ·With the last seemS to be mDre or less hydrDzincite, 
but this is not easily separated from smithsonite, under which 
name in this report is included all the carbonate of zinc. 

The only other original metallic mineral which occurs in con
siderable quantity intimately associated with the ores is the sul
phide of iron; this takes the forms of pyrite and of marcasite, 
the latter being more common, and all the iron sulphide is here 
spoken of as marcasi!e. An oxide of irDn (hematite) Dr the 
hydrous oxide (limonite) also occurs associated with the galena 
and smithsonite. 

The original minerals of the ore deposits are the three sul
phides just mentioned, galena, sphalerite and marcasite. The 
smithsDnite and irDn oxides are secondary minerals, ha.ving been 
fDrmed from: the alteration Df the original sulphides. Small 
amounts of secondary lead minerals are also fDund, but nDt in 
sufficient quantity to form ores Df importance. 

The secondary minerals occur in the rocks above the level Df 

ground water Dr extend a short distance belDW this level, i. e. 
they are confined to, and are a product of, the belt of weather
ing. The original minerals, with the exception of galena which 
is closely associated with both the original and secondary min
erals, occur below the level of ground water. 
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Intimately associa.ted with the foregoing metallic minerals 
are considerable quantities of carbonate of lime or calcite, and 
much less common than this is the sulphate of barium or barite. 

The minerrals herre mentioned are almost the only ones found 
in the ore deposits of the district. 

ROCKS IN WHICH THE ORES OCCUR. 

The Galena limtlstone contains by far the largest amounts of 
lead and zinc yet discovered in this district. The next im
po.rtant ore-bearing formation is the Trenton limestone. Ore 
has also been found in the I_ower Magnesian limestone and in 
smaller amounts in the St. Peters sandstone. It has also been 
reported from the Potsdam sandstone, the Niagara limestone, 
and also probably occurs in the H1Hison River shales. The de
posits which are now being worked in the district, and those 
which have produced by far the largest amounts of the ores in 
years past, are confined to the Galena limestone and to the upper 
part of the immtldiately underlying Trenton limestone. 

FORM OF THE DEPOSITS. 

The lead and zinc deposits which have been mined in past 
years occur in a number of different forms. These, have been 
described in detail by Chamherlin1 and will not be gone into 
fully in this connection. It is the intention here to describe 
especially those deposits which lie helmv the level of ground 
water, as these are no'\v worked more fully than the others and 
their importance in the future ,yill be still greater. At the 
same time there is no intention to intimate that the deposits of 
lead snlphide and of zinc carbonate which OCCur above this. level 
are not of importance, for they will continue to be mined as in 
the past, although on a smaller scale than the others. 

The important deposits of lead and zinc ores,-the latter oe
eun-ing in much the larger amounts,-which are now being 
worked may be grouped under three classes: (1) Those which 
occur in certain cracks or crevices in rocks and which are in the 

1 Geol. of Wis., vol. iv, pp. 451-482, 1882. 
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nature of vein deposits. They are termed crevice deposits and 
under them are included the flats and pitches of the district. 
(2) Those which occur in br~ciated or very porous parts of the 
limestone and which may be termed honeycomb deposits. (3) 
Those which are disseminated in small particles through the 
rock and do not occur in fIssures which were once, or are now, 
open. These a,re called disseminated deposits. 

Orevice deposits. 

The main crevices of the district have a vertical position and 
run approximately east and west. They are crossed by other fis
sures, running from north to south, and by certain quartering 
crevices w'hich cross the others at various angles. The most com
m()n of the latter are those known as "ten o'clocks," running 
about 20° west of north, and those known as "two o'clocks," run
ning about 20° east of north. While the main ores have come 
thus far from east and west fissures, still noticeable amounts 
havsbeen and are being obtained from: north and south fissures; 
and it is customary that where tw:o lines of fissures cross the ore 
deposits are richer, especially in lead. 

The vertical crevice deposits usually occur near the upper part 
or in the upper two-thirds of the Galena limestone. Accom
panying them in this part of the Galena limestone are various 
openings sometimes in the shape of irregular cavities or sumn 
caves. As these crevices descend deeper into the Galena lime
stone they pass into a peculiar form of deposit known as flats 
and pitches; this form of deposit is characteristic of the district, 
and it seems certain that a very large amount of the ore which 
will he mined in the next few years will be derived from these 
flats and pitches. The form and general character of these pe
culiar openings is shown in the accompanying diagram (figure 
5). The distance between the pitches on either side of a crevice 
varies greatly but increases as the pitches go downward. In 
SODle mines in the lower part of the flats and pitches the dis
tance between the two sides is as much as 100 or 200 feet and in 
some cases probably more. In other cases mining has not gone 
far enough to exhibit both sides of the pitches, provided there 
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are two sides in such cases. As these pitches approach the oil 
rock they frequently narrow up or run along the top of the 
o:il rock in the shape of flats. At times there is a small deposit 
of dissemJinated ore lying in and just above the oil rock be
tween the two sets of pitches. This deposit is sometimes 
spoken of as the lower flat. It is not universal, however, and 
at timelS them is not ore of sufficient quantities in such posi
tions to pay for mining. The writer has been unable to tra~~e 
any system of flats or pitches directly through the oil rock and 
the shale and clay which lie. beneath it. At the same time it 
seems probable thaJ~ in some areas, areas where the disturb
ance of the rocks reaches it.s maximum, thooe fractures do ex-

c ' 
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FIG. 5.-Diagram illustrating flats and ,I:'itches. a, flats; b, pitches; c, vertical' 

creVice. 

tend through the oil rock, shales and clays into the underly
ing Trenton. In fact, such fractures filled by ore have been 
:reported. At any rate, this upper part of the Trenton, com
monly known as the glass rock, is at times traversed by sets 
of flats and irregular fissures which are filled by ore. One 
of the miost striking instanc€1S of this sort occurs about two 
miles vV2St of Shullsburg at the Little Giant mine, and in thi8 
ease it is reported that the flats and pitches could be traced 
unbrokenly through from the Galena into the Trenton. 

Another important feature of the flats and pitches, which 
has heretofore attracted little noticel, is the fact that between 
the two systems of pitches there are frequently several flats 
running across from one pitch to the other. Of course at maillY 
times only the upper flat extends from one pitch to' the O'ther. 
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But in some cases, as in the N erw Deal and Kennedy mines 
near Hazel Green, a series of these fiats is developed between 
the pitches, thus adding very materially to the amount of are. 

As examples of mines in which the flats and pitches are of 
particular prominence may be mentioned the Enterprise mine 
at Platteville, the Trego, R.aisbeck and Gritty Six mines near 
Meekel's Grove, and the Kennedy and New Deal mines near 
Hazel Green. 

Order of deposition of the ores. The order of deposition of 
the original ores in any crevice is as follows: first, on the wall 
rock comes a coating or layer of varying thickness of marca
site; outside of this is a layer of sphalerite (sometimes contain
ing some galena), and on this sphalerite are galena crystals. 
This is by far the commonest and may be called the universal 
order of deposition. While in some cases one of the minerals, 
especially the galena, may be lacking, at the same time this order 
is the one which can be seen in practically all the mines of the 
district where there have been open crevices. Outside of and 
later than the galena crystals are frequently crystals of calcite, 
which may fill out the whole cavity; and barite seems to be as 
a rule still later than the calcite. 

This general order of deposition, while almost universal, still 
has its exceptions or rather its additions, for we frequently 
find on top of the three minerals, deposited. in the regular 
order as above named, later deposits of either one or two of 
the others. Not uncommonly a small coating of marcasite is 
found laterr than the whole. In some cases on the marcasite 
there is a thin coating of sphalerite and then a: small amount 
of galena followed by much sphalerite, but in some such cases 
the galena: is mainly, if not entirely contemporaneous with the 
sphalerite. In other cases where the sphalerite is clearly later 
than, and not contemporaneous with, the galena, it may be that 
the later sphalerite is due to secondary enrichment of the veirr, 
as will be mentioned later. At times there has been a breccia,
tion of the ores and a later cementa.tion by calcite, rarely by 
marcasite. 

In any theory which attempts to accollnt for these deposits, 
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there must be some adequate explanation for this almost univer
sal, simple order of deposition,-marcasite, sphalerite (some
times with galena), galena. 

II oneycomb deposits. 

Under this group of deposits are included certain apparently 
brecciated and very porous parts of the Galena limestone in 
which the cavities have been more or less filled by the ores. In 
some cases the brecciation of the limestone is very evident, but 
in other cases it is quite clear that the limestone was not brec
ciated but owes its present form mainly to solution. The two 
cases, i. e. cavities produced by brecciation and cavities pro
duced by solut,ion, pass into each other in the same deposits. It 
seems quite likely that originally the rock was brecciated or 
partially brecciated, allowing free acCess to circulating waters 
and that these waters have enlarged and added to the cavities 
by solution of the semi-brecciated or strained limestone. These 
honeycomb deposits occur sometimes as small openings or en
largements of a crevice, but their main importance lies in the 
fact tha,t they make extensive deposits, first along vertical fis
sures, and second along fiats. As an· example of the vertical 
deposits of this class may be mentioned the Oldenburg mine 
near Galena" As examples of these deposits in the form of 
fiats Inay be meil1tioned the Strawberry Blonde mine at Straw
bridge and parts of the upper fiats of the Enterprise mine at 
Platteville. 

The order of deposition of the o,re minerals in deposits of this 
class is tIle same as in the ordinary crevice deposits, but galena 
appears to be usually lacking or is present in only small 
amounts. 

Disseminated deposits. 

In the lower parts of the mines which show the fiats and 
pitches in their typical development there, is found at times 
in the beds just. above the oil rock, also in the oil rock, and 
at times in small amount in the c.1ay and shale which iIIlII$
diately underlies the oil rock, scattered crystals of ore. This 

," 
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PLATE IV. 

FIG. I.-Disseminated ore in the blue limestone just above the oil rock, 
St. Rose mine west of Platteville. The stippled areas repre
sent blue limestone, the clear areas calcite, and the dark areas 
sphalerite. 

FIG. 2.-Cross section of a stalactite-like mass, New Deal mine. The 
solid black in the center represents Galena; the small clear 
areas represent marcasite; the finely radiating lines show black 
radiating sphalerite; outside of which is yellow sphalerite in 
coarse, radiating and concentric structure. 

FIG. 3.-Disseminated ore in the oil rock, Klondike mine west of Platte
ville. The dark areas represent the usual oil rock; the stippled 
areas porous, lighter colored oil rock; and the dark areas 
sphalerite. 

FIG. 4. - Blue limestone showing barite, sphalerite and galena, l<Jnterprise 
mine. The stippled areas represent limestone; the clear areas 
with radiating lines represent barite; the double lined areas 
sphalerite; the single lined areas, galena. 
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ore is m:ainly sphalerite, but galena does occur., In those mines 
where it is possible to examine the oil rock and the strata im
mediately above and below it, inside or between the two series 
of pitches of any range, this disseminated ore has been found 
in small quantities. Ordinarily, however, it is not in amounts 
sufficient to be profitably worked. There are, however, certain 
localities where these disseminated ores, occurring in the strata. 
which have just been mentioned, are of decided importance. 
As a typical example of such deposit may be mentioned the 
Graham mine on the east side of the Little Platte river about 
two miles west of Platteville. In the same general vicinity 
are several other mined working in the same vlU'iety of ore. 
Among these are the Saint Rose, the Klondike, the Tippecanoe, 
and the Phillips and Rice. If referenoo is made to the sec

tions given in the earlier part of this report of the rocks at 
the junction of the Trenton and Galena limestone/ it will be 
seen that im!IUediately overlying the oil rock is a series of thin 
beds of blue limestone frequently separated by narrow seams 
of oil rock. This series of beds is from two to eight feet in 
thickness and p~"Ses into the ordinlU'Y Galena limestone above. 
In tius thin series of beds are the main deposits of ore of this 
disseminated group. (Compare pI. IV, fig. 1.) However, the 
ore also occurs immediately below these beds in the oil rock 
(compare pI. IV, fig. 3), and to a less extent in the blue shale 
or clay which immediately underlies the oil rock. The ore 
occurs not as a filling to cracks or fissures, although there are at 
times small cracks which seem to have been filled by the ore, but 
the crystals of sphalerite have been developed within these blue 
beds of limestone and witllln the beds of oil rock. In other 
words, there has been a substitution of sphalerite for part of the 
substance of the limestone and with this sphalerite is at times 
more or less calcite. 

All such deposits that have been seen occur along the sides 
of valleys which have been cut down into the Trenton limestone 
or even lower. In other words, the oil rock and the shales that 
separate the Trenton from the Galena a.re in all these cases 

lPp.28-36. 
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above the present drainage level of the vicinity. Moreover, as 
far as seen these deposits occur near the bottomi of small val
leys tributary to the main river valleys. Of course the occur
rence of ore in such positions would be the first to be recog
nized in prospecting, and it may be that this ore will be found 
not only under these valleys, but also under the higher land 
which separates them. At the present time, however, mining 
has gone only far enough to show that along these small val
leys the ore does occur. At present it is not possible to s,ay 
how these deposits of ore trend, that is, it is not possible to 
state in what direction the longer axes of the ore bodies lie. 
It is found tha,t along these deposits there are several small 
cracks o,r fissures, cracks, however, which have nOot boon opened 
wide and in which no particular amount of crustification has 
taken place. C1'OSS cracks also come in, and sommimes along 
the crossing of two series of cracks, especially at the Graham 
mine it is found that lead occurs more abundantly than else
where. The lead occurs in the same manner as does the sphal
erite. Judging froUl! the descriptions which have boon given 
heretofore of the flats and pitches, especially wha.t have been 
called. the lower flats or the flats that lie immediately along the 
upper edge of the oil rock, we would expect to find in such 
situations higher up in the strata the ordinary flats and pitchea 
of other localities. At the present time, however, such have not 
boon discovered in mines in which these disseminated' sulphides 
are the principal ores. 

One import,ant feature of these disseminated ore deposits is 
that they contain, at least so far as developed, a much smaller 
amQunt of iron sulphide than do the ordinary deposits of the 
distl-ict. At the same time it should be stated that so far 
as ye,t worked, these deposits are close to, if not within, the 
belt of oxidation. In fact, in some instances the remains of 
oxidized iroo sulphide have been found, and it seems reason
able to expect that as these deposits are foUowed into the hills 
below the level of the ground water marcasite will increase in 
abundance. Nevertheless, eYOO in the freshest of the rock ex
plored, i. e., in that which seems to shoW' no evidence of oxida-
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tion) there is a comparatively small amount of iron sulphide. 
In this" respect these ores are especially important. Moreover, 
the rock in which they occur, especially the oil rock, and even 
the blue limestone, is in general considerably softer than the, 
main Galena limestone and so is easier to mine and crush. 

Already two concentration mills ~ave been built at mines of 
this character and it seems very probable that these dissemi
nated ore deposits, which of course have been known before 
but which have never been worked in large amount, will be
come an important factor in the production of the higher grade 
ores from this district. 

DEllCRIPTION OF MINES. 

Below will be found notes relating to some of the mines of 
the district. It ,vas impossible during the time allotted for the 
preparation of this report to visit all the mines, and likewise 
imPDssible to study ca:L'efully many of those that were visited. 
No attempt is made to describe anyone mine £Ully. The mines 
here selected aTe those which show certain interesting or typical 
featurf's regarding the ore deposits. 

Enterprise mine at Plaltevnle. 

The shaft goes down on an east and west crevice, which is 
said to have been worked for lead ores some years ago, and 
is about 145 feet deep. About 40 feet down the shaft is an old 
opening which has been worked somewhat; it runs approxi
mately east and west. Here there is smithsonite, some bleude 
which is altering to smithsonite, a little galena and consider
able marcasite. The last occurs especially in radiating masses. 
J..Iower down the shaft, about 50 to 80 feet from the surface, 
are openings which show large quantities of marcasite and a 
little galffila and sphalerite. From 90 to 100 foot; a.1'e other 
openings in which marcasite is abundant, lining the cavities. 
The main mining is done from about 100 feet down to 130 feet 
below the surface. Here there is a large amount of blende 
and also toward the western ffild of the mine considerable lead. 
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The usual order of deposition is (1) marcasite, (2) sphalerite, 
(3) galena. Very frequently, especially toward the west 
end of the mine, there is considerable galena mixed with the 
sphalerite, and while they seem to be at times contemporaneous, 
at other times the order is: marcasite, blende, blende and ga
lepa, bIen de. 

.0 

~i : , . : 

FIG. 6.-Map ot the Enterprise mine. Rock walls of workings shown by fuIl 
lines; filled walls of working by broken lines. Figures near crosses indicate 
approximate distances, in feet, from surface of the ground at top o:ll holst· 
Ing shaft. 

The mine is along a series of flats and pitches which strike 
nearly east and west. These are crossed by a secon.d and leB! 
important series which runs a little west of north. In the ac
companying map of the mine (figure 6), the relations of these 
two series of flats and pitches are brought onto The east pitches 
of the north and south group are well sho'wn toward the east
ern part of the mine and also come out in the main· workipgs 
in the >restern end of the mine. The south pitches of the east 
and west system are beautifully shown for practically the 
whole length of the mine, and it is from these south flats and 
pitches that the main ore has been taken. Explorations have 
not gone far enough to prove whether or not there is a north 
series of flats and pitches belonging to this east and west system. 

At the extern\:) north point of the workings, which is about 
90 feet from the surface, there is a sheet of ore, and below it 
is some of the honeycomb rock with cavities lined by m)al'casite. 
Just to the east of thhl and dipping in a direction a little north 
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of east is a small pitch which goes down from this flat six 
or eight feet to a Imler fiat, which is the main flat of the 
eastern end of the mine. At. the extreme eastern e!Jld of this 
:Iiat the pitch goes off again a little north of east. Along this 
large flat is considerable ore, and below t.he main flat is a 
smaller :Iiat one or two feet distant. Below both of these flats 
and sometimes. between them is some of t.he honeycomlb rock, 
lining the cavities of which is maJ"casite and sonretim.es a lit
tIe blende. The eastern flat. has some galena and only a small 
amount of calcite. . 

The mlain workings of the mine are along the chief pitch 
which dips to the south about 30°. This pitch is not always 
continuous but is interrupted for a short distance by small flat.'!, 
some of which run back towards the Ce!Jlter of the mine. At .. 
the a'(treme west end of the mine, wheJ"e work is now going 
on, Ulere is a large fiat, or rather, two or three and sometimes 
mpre fiats within a distance: of five or six feet vertically. At 
this point a considerable stream! of water issues from an open
ing of the main flat. This water is clear and cool and there 
are no oxidizing effects shown along the ope!llings at this place. 
HPwever, in places where the water has trickled down for sev
eral weeks there is a small deposit of iron oxide, showing that 
the water carries at least iron in solution, which is prooipitate<l 
on coming in contact with the oxygen in the mine. 

In the lowest paJ"t of the mine the oil rock is exposed and 
in places in this, and in the blue limestone just above, is barite· 
which encloses crystals of blende and also of galen a. 1 (See 
pI. IV, fig. 4.) 

New Deal and Kennedy mines near Hazel Green. 

These mines are along a north and south range, but in the 
New Deal, which adjoins the Kennedy on the north, the range 
is bea.ring more toward the: west. Flats and pitches are beau
tifully developed in both mines. The upper flats are 100 to 

1For a section of the strata in the vicinity of the oil rock at the 
Enterprise mine see p. 31. 
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150 feet wide and the piwhes gQ down on both sides Qf these. 
Several loweJ.· fiats are seen and at least in some cases these 
appear to run back the whole width between the pitches. These 
cross fiats, i. e., those which run frQm pitch to pitch below th;3 
upper fiat" are proving an important feat.ure in the mining of 
the district, and in these two mines are developed to an exten
sive degree. 

The first flat in the Kennedy mine is some 60 feet above the 
oil rock and is near the water level. It contains a little smith
sQnite, and much clay and limonite; marcasite is also very 
common. Belo'\v the water level the fiats and pitches are seen 
in more perfection, and here the order of deposition is: marca
site,_ blende, galena. Thick masses of marcasite are soon along 
the bottom OIf some of the fiats. Along the pitches are at times 
large cubes of galena, and this galena seems to be more abun
dant near the upper flat, where it is altering to lead carbon
ate. There are SOlllf-l stalactite-like masses in these fiats, and 
in the upper fiats the marcasite of these masses has cOimmonly 
altered to limonite. One such mass which was fresh showed 
the follorwing from within outward: first a cavity of about Qne
half inch in diameter, then a layer of marcasite one-half 
inch thick; then a layer of bIen de one-quarter inch thick, 
and outside orf this was a layer of m.arcasite one inch in thick
ness. CQnsiderable of the marcasite in this mine is later than 
the blende, although the main part of this iron sulphide sooms 
to have been the first mineral deposited. In a number of cases 
it is found that the order of crustificat,ion has changed several 
times from marcasite to blende.1 

At the New Deal mine in the oil rock are seen a few lens
shared miasses of limestone which closely resemble glass rock. 
These lenses are from Qne to six inches thick and from six inches 
tQ several feet in length. There are alSG some larger masses 
which are probably Qf the same nature which are a fOOit or two 
in thickness and from two to six feet in length. The oil rock 

!For a section of the strata in the vicinity of the oil rock at the 
Kennedy mine see p. 31. 
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8l,lIT0l1nds this glass rock and also penetrates it in thin lay
ers. The usual order of deposition in this mine' is: marcasite, 
blende, galena, calcite. It is estimated tha,t at least throo
fourths of the marcasite seen here is earlier than the blende. 
A common feature of this mine is the round stalactite-shaped 
masses which are made up largely of blende. One of these is 
represented in the accompanying figure (plate IV, figure 2). 
The common order in these stalactite-like masses is: in the cen
ter marcasite, yellowblende, dark almost black blendein a thick 
layer, then a thin layer of yellow blende. Occasionally just 
outside of the thick layer of black blende is a thin layer of 
marcasite. The radiating nature of both the blende and the 
ll1acasite is very finely shown in most of these specimens. N?t 
infrequently the core of these stalactites is of galena. In some 
cases these stalactite-like masses have the outer lilUrface made 
of bIen de, and in other cases the outer surface of marcasite, 
and it is not uncommon to find both of these side by side. The 
main part of the stalactite-like masses is of blende with oill.ly 
a subo,rdinate am,ount of marcasite. 

Trego, Raisbeck and Grz"lty Six mines ne(JJf' Meekers Grove. 

These three mines are probably on the same line of crevice 
which runs approximately east and west, and the workings are 
along flats and pitches. At the Trego mine the common' order 
of deposition is (1) marcasite, (2) blende. At the Raisbeck 
there is a noticeable amount of barite, and in cases this is 
clearly seen to be later than the galena. 

At the Gritty Six mine the usual order of deposition is mar
casite, blende, and then calcite; in fact, at some points in this 
mine there are very fine masses and crystals of calcite. An
other order is: marcasite, blende, cavity, and then much marca
site on the lower side of the cavity, especially in radiating, con
centric arrangement. At times the order is: marcasite, blende, 
cubes of galena. Oalcite occurs at times on the galena; and 
near the oil rock is some barite, which in SOI® places is soon 
to be later than the calcite. The usual order then: is: (1) 
marcasite) (2) blende, (3) galena, (4) calcite, (5) barite. In 
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some cases a late:r coating of marcasite is seen on the galena, 
but whether this coating is ever earlier than the calcite and 
barite is not evident. The mine is about 90 feet deep and goes 
down to the oil rock. In the oil rock are a few scattered cubes 
of galena. Also small fIats are seen in the upper part of this 
oil rock. A short distance southwest of the main shaft the 
rock is much broken and it 800m's as if the fIats were pitching 
down through the oil rock, but this point was not determined 
definitely. The rocks at this mine dip irregularly, but in gen
eral there is a. dip of 5° to 10° toward the north-northeast.1 

Little Giant mine near Shullsburg. 

This is situated at the extensive open pit excavation which 
was made some years ago by the ·Wisconsin Lead and Zinc com
pany. From the north side of this excavation the present Little 
Giant mine has a tunnel running into the hill for about 250 
feet. Here ore occurs in flats and pitches, the pitches dipping 
toward the north. There is marcasite and a little barite in this 
tunnel. 

N ear the south side of the old open workings the Little Giant 
mine has sunk a shaft through the oil rock. This is abuut 30 
feet in depth and shows the following seetion: 

6. Yellow decayed limestone .......................... 1 foot. 
5. Soft sandy material, oil rock and soft yellow sandy 

clay confused, with the oil rock mainly in the lower 
naIf ............................................. 3 ft., 6 in. 

4. Blue shale ......................................... 2 feet. 
3. Blue shale with thin layers of oil rock .............. 1 foot. 
2. Very hard, compact, fine·grained limestone resembling, 

but coarser than, the typical glass rock ........... 6 feet. 
1. Same as the last but holding small fiats and fractures 

which are fiHed with ore ......................... 7 feet. 

Be]mv this the shaft is said to have been sunk 22 feet fur
ther through the same kind of rock, and in this rock is said to 
ha,ve existed similar flats and crevices filled with ore. At the 
present ti~ these lower workings are hidden from view on. 

1For a. section of the strata in the vicinity of the oil rock at the 
Gritty Six mine see p. 31.-
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account of water, as they are below the level of the creek at 
this point. The general order of deposit.ion of the ore at this 
point is marcasite and then blende. The rock at this place 
which lies below the oil rock is a hard, brittle, fine~grajned 

limestone, and it has heen fractured through and through, the 
fractures being filled hy deposition of metallic sulphides. It 
:is reported 1hat a short distance from this place the pitches 
had been traced actually down through the oil rock and the 
clay which lies below it and into this brit.tle, hard limestone, 
which corresponds in general to the glass rock farther west. 

Oldenburg mine near Galena. 

This nrine is along an east and west crevice, or rather along 
two nearly parallel crevices which unite toward the eastern 
part of the mine. The ore body is in a vertic.al sheet and is 
an ex~mple of the honeycomb deposits. The thickness of the 
shoot varies from almost nothing up to about 30 feet, and has 
boon mined for about 800 feet in an east and west direction. 
A small ampunt of lead is present. Where small north and 
south crevices cross the main crevice, are usually larger and 
richer deposits of ore. The customary order of deposition in 
the cavities in this honeycomb deposit is a thin coating of 
marcasite follmyoo by blende. Mr. Richard Kennedy informs 
me that the bottom of the mine, which is now about 100 feet 
under the top of the hill, is still 100 to 125 feet above the 
oil rock horizon. Further work here will quite probably de-
velop a series of flats and pitches above the oil rock. 

The Strawberry Blonde mine a.t Simwbridge. 

Tihe ore here occurs in a flat which is from one to five feet 
in thickness and is a typical example of the honeycomb ore. 
The usual order of deposition in the cavities of this rock is: 
marcasite, blende, calcite. A small amount of lead was noted. 
The ore body, which is now exposed' in drifts, is 60 to 70 feet 
wide, and it appears to run east and west. The connection of 
this ore body with other flats, or with crevices or pitches, is not 
evident. 

• 
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Graham mine near Plattel'ille. 

This mine is a typical one of the class of disseminated de
posits. Here a section through the oil rock is as follows: 

4. Thin beds of blue limestone separated by narrow bands 
of oil rock. Frequently this blue limestone is turn
ing brown from oxidation along the cracks at the 
edges of the bands. This is the chief ore horizon, 
blende and galena being both found in this blue 
limestone and in the accompanying narrow bands 
of oil rock ...................................... : 4 feet. 

3. Oil rock mixed with sandy shales and some thin bands 
of pure limestone which carries ore in the same 
manner as No.4................................ 8 inches. 

2. The main oil rock, also containing ore. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . 1 ft. 6 in. 
1. Blue shale, also containing ore ...................... 1 ft. 6 in. 

While the work has not developed far enough to show the 
form and the size of the ore deposit" it still appears that the 
main ore is running in a general east and west direction, or, 
more strictly, probably a little north of west. The ore is mainly 
the disseminated sphalerite but there is some galena, and this 
is especially the case near the c:rossing of two crevices in the. 
mine, at which location galena is very abundant and seems to 
replace the sphalerite, at least in part. The thin band of blue 
limestone, No. 4 of the above section, is the main ore hori
zon. Along the cracks and bedding plane'S of this limestone 
there has frequently been considerable oxidation. By this ox
idation som~ of the marcasite may have been altered so that 
its presence is not easily recognized. At the same time there 
is considerable of this rock which seems to be fresh and unoxid
ized and in this marcasite is very rare, although there are oc
casionally small amounts of it. The practical absence of mar
casite from these disseminated deposits has already beBn com
mented upon. 

SECONDARY ORES. 

As has already been stated, the chief secondary ore of the dis
tric is smithsonite or dry-bone. This is found in the belt 
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of oxidation or mainly above the level of gound water, although 
this material occurs also a few feet below this level. It is a 
well demonstrated fact that these deposits of dry-bone are 
formed by the alteration of sphalerite (ZnS) to zinc carbonate 
or slllithsonite (ZnCO a). One reaction by which this takes 
place is probably as follows: 

ZnS (spharelite) +40 (oxygen) =Zn804 (zinc sulphate). 
The zinc sulphate is soluble, but it is precipitated in part 

by the calcium carbonate held in solution in the water or else 
existing in the adjoining rocks according to the following re
action: 

ZnSO 4 (zinc sulphate) + CaCO 3 (calcite) + 2H20 (water) 
ZnCOa (smithsonite) + CaS04.2H20 (gypsum). 
Gypsum is soluble in water and is carried away or is in this 

region rarely deposited in the immediate vicinity. 

FIG. 7. Specimen showing the usual order of deposition of the ores and their 
alteration. a, compact, fresh limestone passing into altered, partly porous 
limestone, b; c, thin layer of marcasite altered In part to limonite; d, fresh 
sphalerite; e, smithsonite formed from the sphalerite. 

Many specimens can be found (compare figure 7) where the 
unaltered interior of a piece of ore is clean, fresh sphalerite, 
but this gradually passes into smithsonite on the exterior. The 
smithsonite, while occupying as a rule the same space as the 
original sphalerite, still contains a much smaller percentage of 
zinc and moreover is extremely po,rous in its structure. It is 
thus quite clear that all of the zinc of the original sphalerite 
is not precipitated by the reaction given above, but part of it 
passes into solution and seeps downward in the earth's crust. 
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Tlhe importance of this zinc which is thus migrating dOWllward 
will be spokoo of later in reference to the enrichment of the ore 
deposits. 

Along with this alteration of the sphalerite goes o'n the oxida
tion of the marcasite. Some of this iron oxide retmains in the 
place of the original marcasite, and in cases part of it also 
joins tlw circulating waters. In fact, marcasite is as a rule 
attacked much more readily by oxidizing waters than is the 
sphalerite, so we frequently find associated with deposits of 
smithsonite more or less iron oxide usually in. the form of 
limonite. 

The lead sulphide, galena, on the other hand is m\llch less 
subject to alteration than are the sulphides of zinc and of 
iron. At the same time galena is altered and its alteration 
products dissolved and carried downward. Nevertheless, due 
to the fact of its imperfect solubility and also to the fact that 
it is when taken downward in solution precipitated before the 
other metallic sulphides, the upper parts of many of the crev
ices contain considerable quantities of lead ore. This lead ore 
is oxidized and altered not more rapidly than the general 
weathering of the surrounding rock, and it thus frequently is 
found practically at the surface of the ground. While sphal
e,rite and even the smithsonite alter and are taken into solu
tion more rapidly than the weathering of the surrounding rook 
and thus very rarely are these zinc ores found at the surface 
of the ground, the exception being in those positions where ero
sion is more active than weathering. 

The statement that lead ore is more abundant at higher levels 
than the zinc has hertofore held true probably for the reasons 
given above, i. e. it is there because it is less soluble than the 
other metallic sulphides and also because when taken into so
lution it is the first to be precipitated. It is possible also that. 
in the original deposHion of the ores the galena was ,deposited 
more ahundantly in the upper part of the crevices. At the 
same time, attention should be called tn th.e fact that reeent 
mJining has in a number of places discovered notable quanti
ties of galena at a considerahle distance below the level of 
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ground water. But in this case the lead ore is mostly mixed 
with the sphalerite, i. e. was probably deposited contempora
neously with the sphalerite, and does not occur in the large 
crystals which are so COlmnon in the highe,r portions of the 
veins. 

ORIGIN OF THE ORES. 

Under this head an attempt will be made to explain briefly 
the origin of these ore deposits, or, in other word,s, to present 
a theory which will account for their present condition. In 
thi~1 attention will be called to the fact that the ore deposits 
are due very probably to a combination of two origins, one, that 
of a deep-seated or artesian circulation such as has boon de
scribed by Van Hise, and the other to a shallow, do·wnward 
circulation of the waters such as has been described by Cham
berlin and has also been made use of by Van Rise in his ex
planation of the seoondary enrichment of these ore deposits. 
It 'is not alwa~ys possible to separate entirely ores which were 
deposited in one manner from those which were deposited in 
the other. At the same time, it might be stated that there 
seems to the writer to be good reason for believing that the first 
ores of the district were deposited by deep-seated circulating 
waters. To this kind of deposition are referred the bodies of 
ore whiCh show so clearly the regular order of deposition which 
11M been mentioned before, i. e., marcasite followed by spllal
erite. Of oourse it. is impossible at times to say whether a 
considerable quantity of this sphalerite has not been deposited 
later by descending solutions. In fact, there SOOIllS to be con
!!iderable evidence £ointing to the fact that in some of the deeper 
mines this original sphalerite is still being added to by waters 
of the present circulation. And these waters of the present cir
culation may be included under two classes: first, those which 
come directly from the surface along the fissures, and, second, 
those which have come from considerable distances and now 
enter the main channels of circulation. The first class of waters 
are descending and are regarded as the means of the secondary 
enrichment of the ore deposits, while the second class of waters, 
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even thoug'h they are not necessarily ascending in all cases at 
the present time, belong to the deep-seated circulation and are 
to some extent the means of the original first concentration of 
the ores. 

On the other hand, there are certain deposits, namely, those 
which are here described as the disseminated ores, which seem 
to owe their origin in large part to descending waters, i. e. to 
waters which have descended through the Galena limestone to 
the oil rock and shales below and have been turned in their 
courses by these less pervious strata. 

Attent.ion should, however, be called to the fact that the ore 
deposits of this district have not been subjected to detailed in
vestigation since mlining has extended much below water level, 
and there are many factors regarding the Qrigin and relatiQn 
of these Qres which can not be fully understood beLfo;re the re
gion has been examined in a very detailed and very critical 
manner. Thus many of the statements heere made concerning 
the origin of the ore deposits are neoessarily of a preliminary 
and tentative nature. 

Traced to their ultimate origin we find that the metallic sul
phides find their home in the igneous rooks. These substances 
have been taken from these rocks by solution and by mechanical 
disintegration and have been transported and deposited among 
the sedimentary rocks. This process may have gooe on a nUIIll
ber of times, and any lead and zinc sulphide which we find 
in sedimentary rocks today may have existed in several other 
series of sedimentary rocks. These metallic sulphides are 
found to be dissolved in minute quantitie1s in sea water, and 
they also occur in many of the vegetable remains which accu
mulate and grow in sea water. The accumulation and decay 
of such vegetable remains in the, rocks is certainly one means 
of deposition of these sulphides. 

It is sufficient for QUI' purpose t0' state that a.t the time of 
the deposition of the Galena limestone, lead and zinc, in minute 
but widely scattered particles, accumulated. in that formation. 
We are tillable to certainly trace the le'ad and zinc of the Wis
consin ores to a ill,ore remote source. Just why this limestone 
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should ooseleded as the home of these metals is a difficult 
question to answer and one on which the writer is not ahle 
to venture an opinion. At the same time, it seems to be an 
undisputed fact that the magnesian limestones of the Missis
sippi valley are the hom€S of the lead and zinc. Chamberlin 
in his report on the ores of this district proposed and explained 
a theory of oceanic currents and consequent deposition which 
would account for the accumulation of the lead and zinc in 
such quantities in the Galena limestone of the upper Missis
sippi valley.l It must not be thought, however, that in any 
part of the Galena limestone these ores were at first deposited 
in such quantities as to be noticeable. The truth is that they 
were so extremely finely disseminated that they could not be 
detected by odinary means. As an example of the eXkemely 
minute quantit:y of these ores which it is necessary to have 
in any given thickness of the Galena limestone, in order to 
furnish a basis fQor the present ore deposits, the following state
ment may be quoted: 

At my suggestion, Mr. 1. M. Buell made an estimate of the amount of 
impregnation of the rock that would occur, if the entire quantity of 
ore taken from the Potosi district were uniformly distributed through 
the adjacent rock. This district was selected because (1) it has been 
one of the most productive, (2) has definite outlines, (3) a somewhat 
uniform distribution of crevices, and (4) is withal one of the most 
concentrated districts of the whole region. In determining the limits 
of the district, a margin outside the outermost crevices was allowed 
equal to half the average distance between the crevices, i. e., the out
side crevice was supposed to draw only as much from the territory 
outside as from that between it and its neighbor crevice. As the 
basin occupied by the district extends some distance on every side, 
t~is is a very moderate assumption. Furthermore, it was assumed 
that only 100 feet in depth had been leached in the derivation .of the 
ores, although probably twice that amount of rock originally lay above 
the base of the deposit. The result was one fourteen hundredth Of one 
per cent., or a little more than seven-millionths part of the rock, a 
quantity that may seem surprisingly small to those who, by dwelling 
on the relative value of the ores, magnify their relative quantity. 'i 

1 Geol. of Wis., vol. iv, pp. 482-488, 1882. 



80 LEAD AND ZINO DEPOSITS OF WISOONSIN. 

quantity certainly small enough to answer certain inconsiderate ob· 
jections to the theory of d"erivation of the ores from the enclosing rock, 
based on the want of ocular evidence of their metalliferous character.1 

As has already been explained, part of the important work of 
underground waters is to dissolve, to transport, and to collect in 
favorable positions these scattered minerals, particularly the 
ores. This has been done for the lead and zinc district in general 
in the same manner as other ore deposits have accumulated in 
other districts. However, there are in southwestern Wisconsin 
certain peculiar features to which attention should be called. 
Important among these is the fact that the strata dip toward the 
southwest at a considerable angle, an angle which is ordinarily 
greater "than the slope of the country. The Galena limestone 
itself is a rock which contains cracks and fissures of various 
kinds, in other words it was a rock which factured readily when 
subjected to the slight deformation which this region has under
gone. I~ying above the Galena limestone is a considerable thick
ness of soft shales, while just. below it, separating" it fron] the 
Trenton, is a much less thickness of soft shales and clays. The 
Galena limestone is thus enclosed between two rather impervious 
beds, and not only beds which are impervious but beds which do 
not respond to slight defolTIliation by fracture. :Moreover, aside 
from the cracks and fissures which exist in it the Galena lime
stone is a comparatively porous rock,-much mpre porous than 
many of our limestones, especially more so than much of the 
Trenton. 'Ve thus have a porous bed limited above and below 
by impervious beds, the whole dipping in a proper manner, and 
ontcrcpping at the north at considerably higher levels. This, of 
course, ,vas the condition of the district before erosion had r&- . 
moved the Hudson Hiver shales. There were thus ideal con
ditions for artesian circulation, conditio~ similar to those of the 
Rrtesian circulation which now takes place in the St. Peters 
sandstone and to a larger extent in the Potsdam sandstone. 

The artesian waterg flowing through the Galena limestone 
would reach the surface either through some important fissuroo. 
----------------------------------------------------

1 T. C. Chamberlin: Geol. of Wis., vol. 4, p. 538, 1882. 
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fissures which were strong enough to penetrate the overlying beds 
of shale, or else, as was more probably and more commonly the 
case, would come to the surface where these beds of shale had 
first been cut through by erosion. The accompanying diagram 
(fig'ure 8) will aid in the understanding of this general law of 
artesian circulation in the Galena limestone. 

FIG. 8.-Generalized section. from northeast (right) to southwest (left) of the 
lead and zinc district. After Yan Rise. 

It is very evident that if such a circulation as this did exist 
there is here an adequate means by which the strata of the Ga
lena limestone could be searched from top to bottom for a long 
period of time by artesian waters, waters which on account of 
the considerable pressnre that they were under would flow more 
copiously than is oftentimes the case in the lmderground circu
lation. The chief value of this artesian circulation, at least as 
it appears to the writer, is the furnishing of such an adequate 
means for the thorough Sf'arch by the waters of the whole thick
ness of the Galena limestone, and the furnishing also of a corn" 
mon method of ore deposition, i. e. by ascending waters in 
crevices. Moreover, as was st.ated in the discussions of the ore 
deposits themselves, there is in these ore deposits an almost uni-

6 
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versal order of deposition, an order which is varied only in a few 
cases, but it may have added. to it other ordelrs of deposition; 
still the common order remains practically constant for the whole 
district. It seems very reasonable to suppose that this peculiar 
order of deposition occured under conditions which were uni
form for the whole district, and that this order of deposition 
should have been changed and other orders added to it only when 
the conditions changed; hut this change of conditions was 
brought about by the inauguration of a different method of 
water circulation, i. e. the one which is so prominent now,-a 
descending circulation. 

At the same time, while the artesian circulation furnished a 
very adequate means for the thoroug-h search by the waters of 
the Galena limestone and the consequent first concentration of 
the ores, it is quite probable (as noted on _page 80) that a less 
rapid and yet an important deep-seated circulation ,vent on 
long after true artesian conditions ceased and is even going on 
today. In other words the deep-seated waters, which are in 
some cases even today probably actually ascending waters, were 
and are agents in the first concentration of the ores. If this 
conception is correct, the period of the first cOllcentration is 
very long and as yet we have no meallS of separating the de
posits made by the artesian circulation from the first concentra
tion deposits made later. 

Assmning that the artesian circulation, which has been noted 
above, took place, we find that m:any of the crevices are being 
traversed by ascending currents of water which carry dissolved 
in them considecrable quantities of the metallic salts, which 
have been derived by these same waters in their passage through 
the Galena limestone. The precipit,ation of the ores in the 
crevices from these ascending solutions may have taken place, 
and probably did take place, in a number of different ways. 
That some part of the precipitation was due to a mingling of 
solutions of different composition coming from different sources 
is evid8lllced by the fact that wherre certain fissures cross there 
we find specially large amounts of ore deposited. Attention 
has alre1ady boon called several times to the fact that the ore 



THE ORE DEPOSITS. 83 

deposits are irequently.richer in galena at the crossing of one 
fissure with another, and the miners of the district especially 
desire to find crossings of several sets of fissures in their mines, 
knowing that as a nIle it is along these crossings that rich ore 
deP9'sits are to be found. 

Another and a very important cause of precipitation of these 
ores was the organic material contained in the Galena lime
stone and espectially in the oil rock a,t the base of this lime:
stone. 1£ the ore held in solution is in the nature of a. sul
phate, it can be precipitated as a sulphide (the form in which 
the ore now occurs) by the simple abstraction of oxygen by 
carbonaceous material derived from organic substances. This 
precipitation by carbonaceous matter probably accounts for the 
large accumulation of the ore at and near the bottom of the 
Galena limestone, i. e. in the vicinity of the oil rock which is 
even today a highly carbonaceous st.rat.um. 

Another means of precipitat.ion is by the action of hydrogen 
sulpJilde, which m:aterial is found to be a rather constant COil

stituent of the deep seated waters in this region. The reaction 
which takes place in this manner of precipitation of sphalerite 
Jml~ be expressed as follows: 

ZnSO 4 (zinc sulphate) + H 2 S (hydrogen sulphide) = 
ZnS (sphalerite) + H 2S04 (sulphuric acid) ; 

a.nd for galena this same react.ion would be expressed 
PbSO 4 (lead sulphate) + H 2 S (hydrogen sulphide) = 

PbS (galena) + H 2S04 (sulphuric acid) ; 
These two means of precipitation, i. e. by carbonaceous ma

terial contained in the rocks themselves and by hydrogen sul
phide contained in the water, will probably account for a con
siderable amount of the ore. There is no intootion, however, 
of stating that other and more complex reactions may not have 
taken place and probably did take place. Tlhe nature of these, 
however, is not fully understood. 

When erosion progressed far enough to bring the upper part 
of a crevice in which these metallic sulphides had been depos
ited within the belt of oxidation or the belt of weathering, a 
totally different series of react.ions took plaoo. As has already 
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heen explained in the forma.tion of the smithsonite, l a coIlSider
able part of the zinc went into solution and was carried away. 
The same is true of the iron and to a less extent of the lead 
also. It is pradically certain that part.s of the SOlutioIlS de
rived from this oxidation of the lead, zinc and iron sulphides 
in the belt of oxidation would find their way downward along 
the crevices. Moroover, it is also probable that waters coming 
in from the sides and traversing more or less exte:nsive areas of 
Galena limestone, thufl taking into solution these metallic salts, 
would also find their way along these crevices.. As these waters 
passed below the belt of oxidation, i. e., as they reached water 
level or a short distance below water level, there very probably 
was a tendency to precipitation in the order of their affinity 
for sulphur, lead having the much greater affinity for sulphur 
than zinc and zinc much greater than iron. In such cases the 
reaction which might occur in descending solutions of zinc 
sulphate has already heen given. 2 The same would take place 
for lead sulpha,te. 

But the zinc sulphide and the iron sulphide may also act 
as means of precipitating the lead sulphide, according to the 
follo,ving reaction: 
PbS04 (lead sulphate) + FeS2 (marcasite) +20 (oxygen) = 
PhS (galena) + FeSO 4 (iron sulphate) + S02 (sulphur dioxide). 

And tlie same reaction in case of the carbonate, is 
PbCOg (lead carbonate) + FeS2 + 20 = 
PbS + FeOO 3 (iron carbonate) + SO 2' 

The grelater affinity of lead for sulphur will probably thus 
explain the precipitation of the lead 8ulphide first, i. e., at 
higher le.vels. 

The zinc sulphide lnay act in a somewhat similar manner 
to the iron sulphide in precipitating galena, according to the 
followi.ng: 

Also 

lSee p. 75. 
2See p. 83. 

PbSO 4 + ZnS = PbS + ZnSO 4, 

PbCO a + ZnS = PbS + Zn003 • 
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In this last case smithsonite would be precipitated, and of 
course it is a well known fad, to which attention has already 
been called, that smithsonite and galena are intimately asso
ciated in the upper pal'ts of the ore deposits. 

In passing fartller down the next substance to be abstracted 
would be zinc according to the following reaction: 

ZnSO 4 + Fe82 + 20 = ZnS + FeSO 4 + SO 2, 

and also 
Zn00 3 + FeS2 + 2,0 = ZnS + FeC0 3 + S,02' 

In this manner the sulphides of iron (pyrite and marcasite) 
would be the last to be precipitated and would be found at 
lower levels. This will probably accolmt for the fact that in 
some of the mines 'we find a coating of marcasite which is later 
than the other sulphides. In such cases the other sulphides 
might be regarded as dating from the original ascending cir
culation and the marcasite considered as a secondary deposit 
by descending waters. 

Tlhus the general rule f0'r the occurrence 0'f these ores W0'uld 
be in the higher levels galena, then galena associated with smith
sonite, then sphalerite, and still lower down the original lean sul
phides consisting of considerable amounts of marcasite and smal
ler amounts of sphalerite and galena. Thus in many mines it 
is found that the ores grow poorer with considerable depth. At 
the same time whether the lower levels of the mines in the lead 
and zinc district of Wisconsin are richer in marcasite is an open 
question. The ,"Titer has not yet been able to dOOlDnstrate that 
this is always the case, although there is no doubt but that it is 
sometimes the caS('. On the other hand there are certain of the 
deeper mines, especially the Enterprise mine a,t Platteville, 
which show a considerable amount of marcasite at certain levels 
considerably below the level of ground water, but which in the 
lower parts of the mine show richer masses of sphalerite with 
only a smaH quantity of the original marcasite. Just wha,t this 
means and just what the cause of this is, is uncertain. Moreover, 
this fact has no.t been fmmd in a sufficient number of cases to 
enable one to draw definite conclusions from it. But it does 
seem very probable from the facts at hand that in the deeper 
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mines, that is, those which go down a considerable thickness,
say 125 to 250 feet into the Galena lim:estone,-there may be 
found in the lower levels ores which are not contaminated by 
large amounts of the iron sulphide. It is with considerable in
terest that we can thus look forward to the exploitation of some 
of the crevices which begin well up toward the s11II1\IDiit of, or at 
least considerably above the upper haH of, the Galena lime
stone. 

While the crevice deposits, made by ascending waters and 
added to by descending waters, were very likely formed in the 
manner already explained, this same explanation will not hold 
for the disseminated ore deposits. In this latter it seelIlS very 
probable that descending waters have played a. leading part. Of 
course, as already stated, mining has not gone far enough to 
demonstrate whether above these disseminated deposits there 
exist series of flats and pitches. This may be the case, but if it 
is the case in every mine, it seems peculiar that some evidence 
of these flats and pitches should not have been found before now. 
Of course reference is made here only to those deposits which 
are clearly disseminated, as for instance those which occur 
along the Little Platte river west of Platteville, and reference is 
not here made to small quantities of disseminated ore which are 
som~times found at or near the oil rock below the flats and 
pitches. 

All of these disseminated deposits thus far studied are situated 
today above the drainage level of the district. They also are 
very: probably situated along a series of crevices, and whether 
they are in small synclines cannot be stated, although it sooms 
likely that they are thus situated. It appears that water passing 
down through the Galena limestone has been deflected by the im
pervious oil rock, or more strictly by the shales which lie below 
ilie oil rock, aud has worked its way laterally into the drainage 
limes of the district. This water would carry in solution, in 
the sarne manner as has been before explained, salts of lead, of 
zinc and of iron, and they would be precipitated by hydrogen sul
phide and by a mingling of solutions in the same manner as has 
been explained in the formation of the deposits of ascending 



THE ORE DEPOSITS. 87 

waters. But in the case of the disseminated deposits the car
bonaceous matter of the oil rock and the adjoining strata has also 
undoubtedly had a very important role to play. These deposits 
clearly soom to be the results of descending waters, but whether 
these waters obtained their ores from crevice deposits high up in 
the strata or from minute quantities of ores scattered in the Ga
lena limestone is as yet uncertain. Quite probably ore was ob
tained from both these sources. As to the date of the formation 
of these disseminated deposits little can be said, although it 
seems probable, certainly so if the explanation here given is 001'

root, that they have boon largely deposited since the streaIllS of 
the district cut down to and through the oil rock horizon. 

Whether the oil rook and the accompanying shales have acted 
in deflecting and precipitating ore solutions which have come 
from below them, is not clearly shoW'll in the deposits studied. 
That such may have been the case is probable. 

LOCATJIZ.AT]ON OF THE ORE DEPOSITS. 

Chamberlin in his report made many references to the fact 
that the ore deposits were located in synclines. The writer has 
been unable to add any information on this point. But it does 
seem to be a fact, attested by such observations as he could make, 
by the diagrams brought out in Chamberlin's reports, and by 
the statements of a number of intelligent mining moo, that the 
oil rock along one pitch dips towards the other pitch. This 
means that each series of flats and pitches is within a small syn
cline. Whether these are really the syncliri.es which are men
tioned by Chamberlin is doubtful, and it seeIIlS to the writer 
that they are of such small extent that they can not be referred 
to the main synclines of the district, which can be and are repre
sented on the geological maps. The oil rock and the shales and 
days be,low it are, at least as far as soon, considerably thicker 
under the ore deposits than in other exposed locations. Atten
tion has been called by Chamberlin to the fact that in the forma
tion of these synclines conditions were probably favorable to 
fracturing and to the production of the peculiar crevices in 
which the flats and pitches of ore accumulated.1 

*Ueol. of Wis., vol. iv, pp. 482-488, 1882. 
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It seems to be clear that the ores have accumulated in the 
zones of maximum disturbance or maximum fracture, and 
where this fracturing has been of sufficient intensity to pene~ 
trate tJuough the shales and clays which separate the Trenton 
from the Galena there is reasonable expectation that the ore de
posits will Extend down a considerable distance into the Trenton. 
Sue}] a case exists a few miles west of Shullsburg in a district 
which was worked some years ago by the Wisconsin Lead and 
Zinc company. Here at one place (Little Giant mine1 ) a series 
of flats and fractures were found in the upper, more brittle 
parts of the Trenton limestone, and these were traced 12 feet 
below the oil rock, and intelligent mining men say that they 
have traced these same deposits with the same general richness 
22 feet further in depth. At the time this examination was 
made, however, these lower levels could not be reached on ac
count of water. 

And this brings us to another important question, and that is 
whether mining can as a rule be carried on profitably at any con
siderable distance below the separation between the Trenton and 
the Galena. To this question the writer is able to give no defi
nite and p!'ecise answer. From the facts of observation which 
have accumulated during the sixty or seventy years that this 
district has been mined, there are not many important ore de
posits kno,\On below the oil rock horizon. At the same time it 
should be said that the Trenton has not been carefully explored 
i~ anyone of these areas of maximum fracture or below anyone 
of the main areas of flats and pitches in the district. Until 
such careful exploration has been made in a, number of places, 
it will be impossible to answer definitely the question as to the 
extent of these deposits in depth. It can be stated, however, 
"lith a considerable degree of certainty that no deposits of im
portance are to be exp.ooted in the· St. Peter sandstone, while 
for deposits in the underlying Lower Magnesian limestone the 
same stat€im~nts can be made as have been made for the Tlren
ton. 

However, for our present purposes it is not important to 

1 See p. 72. 
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answer the question as to whether ore deposits continue deep 
below the oil rook horizon, for there seems to be most excellent 
reason for believing that within the lower pact, say the lower 
75 feet of the Galena limestone and the upper part, perhaps 
the upper 15 feet, of the Trenton limestone, there exists such 
a quantity of lead and zinc ore, especially zinc ore, that the 
supply will not be exhausted for a number of years to come. 
T!his statement is made after a careful consideration of the 
facts in the case and a study of the mines which have beoo. 
recently opened up. It is only within the last few years that 
much mining has been done at levels below the water table. 
And what mining has been done seems to have demonstrated 
in a large number of cases that below the old ranges, which 
were worked in past years for large quantities of lead ore, are 
other deposits of zinc ore with minor quantities of lead. While 
it is not. probable that each one of these lead bearing crev
ices traced down will develop into a series of flats and pitches 
carrying large quantities of lead and zinc, still there is every 
reason to beli.eve that very many of these crevices do this. In 
t.his connection it might be well to quote the statement made 
by Chamberlin some twenty years ago, a statement which work 
in the district since that time, and especially that which has 
developed within the last two years, has shown to be eminently 
true. 

Probabilities Of ore beZow given horizons.-Where lodes have been 
mined in the upper measures of the Galena limestone, and work has 
been suspended by reason of water or other practical difficulties, 
there is strong presumption of valuable deposits below. These may be 
shifted along the crevice or to one side, according to the drift of sub
terranean drainage. The relations of the "twelve foot opening" de
posits to the "sixty-five foot opening" at Muscalunge may be studied 
with profit on this point. 

In the middle and lower portions of the Galena limestone where 
lead ore alone has been found at higher horizons, we deem it alto
ge.ther probable that mixed lead and zinc ores occur. The progress of 
~ining seems to indicate that zinc ores are more widely and abun
dantly distributed In the lower beds than has been' heretofore sup
posed. It may be quite unsafe to assume that beneath all the lead 
deposits there is a corresponding formation of zinc, and that every 
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crevice that is lead-bearing in its upper reaches will develop zinc 
below, but such is the general tenor of evidence, and the general pre
sumption is in favor of this as a rule. It would manifestly be of the 
greatest importance, it if were possible, to determine any definite 
ratio between the amount of lead in the upper beds and that of zinc 
below_ In our previous discussions, pages 472, 488, we have alluded 
to this subject and have given some facts bearing upon it, facts which, 
we think, have not been generally known, or appreciated, in their 
bearing upon this important practical question. If the results of ex· 
perience in a few of the most important mines of the whole region, 
from which the most of reliable statistics have been obtained, are 
to be taken as fair representatives of the general fact, which may be 
doubted, we shall be justified in concluding that an amount of zinc 
equivalent to that of lead might not be far from the general rule. 
But I must say, candidly. that I deem such a deduction too uncertain 
to be much trusted. But that greater richness in zinc in the lower 
beds is being, and is likely to be developed, than has heretofore been 
indicated by some of my official predecessors seems to me scarcely 
questionable. I incline to the judgment, therefore, that this region, 
in which the annual zinc product already far surpasses that of lead, 
and which should rather be called now the zinc district than the lead 
region, will continue to develop an increasing relative importance in 
the latter resource_ l 

As to the qn€stion of the discovery of large numbers of other 
range", especially in the areas which have yet produced no ore, 
no ~omplete answer can be made. It is of course true that 
new ranges am being discovered from time to time, and old 
ranges are being extended. But the facts (1) that there are 
hundreds of thes8'ranges already known, only the upper parts 
of which have boon mined, and (2) that below at least m,any 
of these there are very good reaSQins to expeet as rich 01' richer 
deposits of zinc and of lead ore, are sufficient reasons for be
lieving that the future will see more zinc Qire produced from 
this district than has been produced in the past; but it is doubt
ful if the same statement can be made in reference to lead. 

1 Geo!. of Wis., vol. iv, pp. 567-568, 1882. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

MINING. 

~Iining in this district has been carried on for the last seventJ 
years and is today in many parts of the district done in the 
same primitive manner that it has been for years past.. There 
still are many lead and dry-bone diggings which are worked 

- only a few weeks 01' a few months in the yea,r, when the own
ers are not engaged in the work of farming. In these small 
mines the work is of a very primitive character and will prob
ably continue to be such. At the same time these mines have 
produced, are producing, and in all probability will continue 
to produce fOl' a long time to come considerable quantities of 
zinc carbonate and galena,. 

The recent activity in mining in this district has developed 
a number of mines which are operated on' a more extensive 
plan and which have been able by the introduction of machin
ery to mine at a considerable distance below the level of ground 
water. At the same ti~ tJlese mines are not as a rule run 
on very extensive principles. In none of them at the present 
date is steam or compressed air or electricity used for drill
ing, although several of them will probably introduce power 
drilling shortly. In a number of instances someof the mines 
which are producing steadily find small gasoline engines of 
about twenty horsepower sufficient to plllllp the water and hoist 
the ore. The comparatively small expense and the somewhat 
primitive method of mining which is in vogue are necessary 
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results of the careful and cautious manner in which work has 
Leen resumed in this district in the last two years. There is 
no question but that the methods of mining will be improved 
and larger plants and better machinery will be installed as the 
mmmg progresses. In fact, this has been done already in some 
cases. 

CONCENTR.A.TING. 

In the early days, and still to a considerable extent in the 
smaller mines, concentration is done by hand sorting and hand 
jigging. During the past two years, and mostly· within the 
last twelve months, twelve mines of the district have installed 
and now have in operation (or in course of const.ruction) con
centrating mills. These mines are: the Kennedy and New 
Deal near Hazel Green, the Strawberry Blonde at Strawbridge, 
the Helena and the Sally Waters near Shullsburg, the Ooltman 
near Benton, the T,rego near 1vleekers Gro'Ve, the Ells:worth 
near Mifflin, the Enterprise at Platteville, the Graham near 
Platteville, the St. Rose near Platteville, and the T'rego near 
Potosi. These mills are equipped with a series of crushers and 
jigs which are able to turn out from 10 to 40 tons of cleaned 
ore per day. 

In concentrating the ore by jigging, it is found possible to 

separate the galena velry completely from the blende, but it is 
practically impossible to separate the blende from the marca
site. The consequence is that because of the presence of lIIIUl'

easite in all of the ores, excerpt in some of the disseminated 
ores, the zinc ores from this district bring a lower price than 
those from certain other districts. The presence of barite is also 
detrimental, as it is difficult to separate this from some of the 
heavy metallic minerals; but this latter mineral is found mixed 
with the ores only in small amounts and in few localities. As 
a consequence of the high percentage of marcasite in some of 
these ores, a considerable quantity of such ore cannot be used 
for spelter but is shipped to Mineral Point where it is used in 
the manufacture of zinc white and sulphuric acid. 

In some of the smaller mines hand sorting of the ore is 1'e-
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sorted to and by this means it is frequently possible to sepa
rate considerable quantities of very pure zinc blende. At the 
plants which have concentrating mills, however, it is not found 
economical to resort to this method of hand sorting. 

As a solution of the question as to what can be done with 
the large amount of marcasite in the concentrated ore, there has 
boon established at the Trego mine near Meekers Grove a roaster 
and a magnetic separator. Tihe process here employed con
sists in roasting the concentrated ore, which is composed of 
sphalerite and marcasite, until the surface of the marcasite has 
been oxidized. The whole ore then passes under a series of 
magnets which pick up the marcasite from the blende. By this 
means a high grade ore is obtained. One objection to the 
process of course is its expense, and another is the fact that the 
tailings still contain a quantity of zinc, which at the present 
time is lost. At the same time it seems probable that others of 
the mines, especially those in which the marcasite percentage 
is high, will in the future find it expedient and economical to 
install roasters and magnetic separators. If this is not done 
it 'will be impossible for some of the mines to produce spelter 
ore. And in those mines, which can produce ore of sufficiently 
hig'h grade for the manufacture of spelter, it may he questioned 
whether further concentration of the ore b,v the removal of the 
iron sulphide would not be an economic gain. The advantage 
of the mines which contain very small amounts of marcasite, 
i. e. those 'of the disseminated class of ore deposits, has already 
been mentioned. 

OTHER MINERAL RESOURCES. 

:Marcasite of course is found in greater or less amount in 
all mines and in some places it occurs in considerable abundance. 
This material, at least when mixed with the sphalerite, is used 
in the manufacture of sulphuric acid, and there is a small 
demand for the pure marcasite also. 

In former years some quantit\}' of copper ore has been 
shi1?ped from the district. None is being mined a,t present 
and the writer has no information to give on this point addi-
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tional to that in the formBr reports of the Wisconsin Survey, 
except to state that recently near Darlington a small amount 
of exploration has discovered a vein of copper from one to two 
inches in thickness. This has been followed for only a short 
distance, but an assay of the average material of the vein shows 
a content of 18.54 per cent. of metallic copper. 

The building stones of the district are important, at least 
for local uses, and the lower half of the Trenton limestone, 
called the buff limestone, has furnished and will continue to 
furnish large quantities of stone. Further information on the 
building stones of the State will be found by consulting a re
po,rt on that subject.1 

There are also clays in the district which are of economic 
importance, both those which occur near the surface at the pre;
ent time and are of the nature of residual clays (as for in
stance those uSBd in the brickyard at Platteville) and second, 
the seTies of dalYs and shales which occurs near the junction 
of the Galena and Trenton limestones. Recent tests of the lat
ter are said to have shown that they are especially well adapted 
for terra cotta work and some of the better grades of pottery. 2 

Sand for mortar is obtained in large quantities from the St. 
Peter and Potsdam sandstones, while road material can be ob~ 
tained by crushing most any of the limestonels and also from 
the residuary deposits of flint. Some of the upper beds of the 
Trenton limestone are sufficiently pure to burn to good lime. 

FUTURE GEOL.OGICAL. WORK. 

The geological work which was done during the past sum
mer in this district, accompanied by careful conversation and 
discussion of plans with a number of the leading mining men 
of the region, has convinced the writer tha,t the State Geo
logical and Natural History Survey can be of important serv-

lE. R. Buckley: "On the building and ornamental stones of Wis
consin," Wis. Geol. and Nat. Hist. Survey, BUll. iv, 1898. 

20n the clays of the Stat~ consult E. R. Buckley: "The clay and 
clay industries of Wisconsin," Ibid., Bull. vii, 1901. 



GENERAL OONSIDERATIONS. 95 

ice in the development of the mining interests of this district. 
To that end a brief outline of the geological work which re
mains to be done in this region is here given. 

In the first place the district should be gone over ca;refuily 
and a topographic map should be made on a scale at least 
as large as one inch to the mile with twenty-foot contour in
tervals. On this map should be shown not only the natural 
features of the district, but the roads and buildings and all 
cultural features appropriate to a map of this scale. In ad
dition to this there should be shown by appropriate colors the 
geology of the district1 and to this geology it will be possible 
to add by a system of colored contour lines an approximate 
representation of the level of the base of the Galena limestone. 
This level, of course, is a very important one in the mining 
industry, and an exhibit of this level on the maps will aid 
greatly in any exploration which is undertaken for ore. 

In addition to this map, which should be made of the whole 
region, i. e. at least of Grant, Lafayette and Iowa counties, 
there should be made also considerably larger scale maps of the 
important districts and also of districts in which it is proba
ble that mining will develop in the future. Of course it is 
greatly to be hoped that these larger scale maps can be extended 
over the whole of the three counties,but at this time this seems 
to be too expensive and too arduous an undertaking. These 
larger scale maps should be made in the field on the scale of 
at least four inches to the mile, and published on at least half 
that scale. The topography should be shown by ten-foot con
tour intervals. In addition to colors representing the geology 
of the district there should be contour lines showing approxi
mately the altitude above the sea level at any point in the 
base of the Galena limestone, and possibly also of the base of 
certain other formations, such for instance, as the St. Peter 
sandstone. In addition to these features, the actual elevation 
of the dividing planes between the different formations should 
be determined by leveling in a large number of places. The 
advantage of placing such maps into the hands of those who 
are prospecting for lead and zinc ore is obvious. The district 
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in which prospecting may be advantageously done is sho"vn at 
a glance, and, moreover, in any case information is given show
ing approximately the actual distance which one will have 
to sink a shaft in order to penetrate to the base of the Galena 
limestone. It might be stated that the maps made by the early 
geological survey of Wisconsin, both the topographic and geo
logic, are extremely useful maps. They are in fact peculiarly 
valuable maps when it is considered that they were prepared 
twenty years ago and prepared without appropriations ad&
quate enough to enable geologists to work over the whole dis
trict carefully. These maps are now out of print and it is 
advisable that they should be replaced by more accurate and 
larger scale maps. 

Going hand in haud with this topogra.phic and geologic mlap
piug there should be made a careful and detailed study of the 
geology and ore deposits of the district. When this map and 
this geological study are completed,-and it is only by such 
detailed mapping and such detailed study that. we can hope 
to arrive at anything like a complete understanding and a com
plete explanation of the origin and nature of these important 
ore deposits,-a monographic and authoritative account can be 
written of the whole district. 

The writer conceives that in this manner the Geological and 
Natural History Survey can be and should be of great serv
ice to the people in this section of the country. These maps 
and the geological report would be of inestimable value to those 
engaged in mining, and of course it is unnecessary to speak 
of the value to any community of accurately and carefully 
made maps. 

CONOI,lTSIONS. 

In this report au attempt has been made to describe briefly 
the geology and ore deposits of southwestern Wisconsin, to do· 
scribe them in such a manner as would be acceptable and un
derstandahle to those engaged in mining, and to offer such a 
description as would serve to give definite information to in
vestors and mining men outside of the iIl1(lUediate district;. 
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Some of the results of this work and of the mining tha.t has 
been done thus far in this district may be summ~d up as fo1-
lows: 

First. The deposits near the surface of galena and smith
sonite (dry-bone) are by no means exhausted. While these de
posits probably will not play in the future as important a part in 
the mining industry of this region as they have in the past, there 
is reason to believe that they will continue to be important ele
ments in the production of mineral wealth from this district. 

Second. Where large deposits of smithsonite and galena 
ha.ve been worked in y'ears past near the surface, there is ex
ceeding good reason to believe that at least in many of these 
instances larger and still more extensive deposits of zinc ore 
exist farther down below the level of ground water, with at 
times important amounts of lead. 

Third. In the lower 75 feet of the Galena limestone and 
the upper few foot of the Trenton limestone there probably 
exist in this district larger quantities of zinc ore than have 
yet been prod.uced in the district. There is every reason to 
believe that the future will show the development of an exten
sive and important zinG and lead mining industry in southwest
ern Wisconsin. 

Fourth. While the ore which exists near the base of the 
Galena limestone and the top of the Trenton limestone in, the 
ranges already known is sufficient for a number of years to come, 
there is a probability that other ranges will be discovered, and 
there is a possibility that other deposits of economic worth may 
be found lower in the Trenton limestone and in still lower 
horizons, especially in the Lower Magnesian limestone. 

Fifth. It may be stated that the most promising explora
tions (for sphalerite accompanied by some galena) for the im
mediate future should be confined to those ranges which have 
heretofore produced near the surface large amounts of galena, 
or galena and smithsonite. But ranges should be selected in 
which the level of ground water is some distan<'e above the base 

4 

of the Galena limestone. 
7 
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No. 1. 
No.2. 
No.3. 
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Lake Mendota .................... .. 
Big Cedar Lake .................... .. 
Lake Monona ..................... .. 

Size of Plate, 
Inches. 

17.5xI0.8 
15.5x13.1 
22.5x20.0 
29.8x19.1 
21. 7x20.6 
22.5x16.8 
26.0x17.8 
23.7x19.5 
i8.0x13.5 
17 .6x17.3 

Scale, Inches Contour In-
per mile. terval, Feet. 

2 10 
5 10 
6 10 
2 10 
6 10 
4 10 
3.2 20 
6 5 
2.9 10 
4 5 

In all of these maps the depth of the lakes is indicated by contour 
lines, and by tints in all except No.1. They are sent on receipt of 15 cents 
each except Nos. 4 and 8, for which 20 cents are required. They may be 
had either mounted in a manilla cover, or unmounted. 

All correspondence relating to the survey should be addressed to 
E. A. BIRGE, Director, 

Madison, Wis. 
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