
lorenzo m. newman, of chippewa falls, hoists his muskie on the prow 

of a steam-powered excursion boat docked on long lake. the boat 

featured electric lighting, cushioned seats, a canvas canopy, and a 

carved owl figurehead. (photo by alfred a. bish, circa 1900.)



from fishing to boating, wisconsin’s waters offer many opportunities for recreation. at the turn of  

the 19th century, delavan lake, in southeastern wisconsin, was a popular recreational destination  

for people trying to escape the heat. these kids have found some welcome shade under a canoe.  

(photo by herman taylor, circa 1915.)



w i s c o n s i n ’ s  w a t e r s
Millions of years before 

Lorenzo M. Newman successfully cast 

his line into Long Lake, muskellunge 

(muskies) were swimming the waters of what 

would become North America. During the Ice Age, 

glaciers drove these sleek, toothy predators south. 

Approximately 18,000 years ago, as the massive ice 

sheet receded, the fish returned, following watery 

pathways created by the frigid meltwater. When 

the glaciers disappeared, the fish were confined 

to the lakes and streams at the headwaters of the 

Black, Chippewa, Flambeau, and Wisconsin Rivers. 

Thanks to stocking, they’re now found throughout 

Wisconsin. 
Once known as the “fish of 10,000 casts,” muskel-

lunge are notoriously hard to catch. While stocking 

and catch-and-release have lowered the rate to 

about 3,000 casts, it’s possible to spend a lifetime 

trying to catch the big one. 
The world-record muskie, measuring 63½ inches 

long and weighing 69 pounds, 11 ounces, was 

caught in 1949 in the Chippewa Flowage near 

Hayward, Wisconsin. 
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