
T i t l e :  S t .  Croix River Overlook 

Location: SE, Sec. 36,  T. 44 N. ,  R. 12 W . ,  Minong and Solon Springs 
Quadrangles. Park i n  Wayside a t  edge of r i v e r  v a l l e y  j u s t  no r th  of 
Gordon. 1 
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Descript ion:  The view t o  t h e  no r th  and e a s t  i s  of $he obviously u n d e r f i t  
S t .  Croix River.  Note how wide t h e  v a l l e y  i s  i n  cqmparison t o  t he  s i z e  
of t h e  stream i t  contains .  Now look d i r e c t l y  acro$s t h e  r i v e r .  Note 
one c l e a r  t e r r a c e  l e v e l  and another  which i s  somewhat subdued i n  t h e  
d is tance .  1 

Signif icance:  The reason t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y  is  s o  wide here  i s  t h a t  much 
l a r g e r  volumes of water  flowed through t h e  S t .  Crojx i n  t imes pas t .  
The h i s t o r y  of t h e  S t .  Croix, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  southe  7 n p o r t i o n  i s  very  
complex and i t  has c a r r i e d  water  from t h e  Miss i s s iqp i  dra inage  as w e l l  
a s  Lake Superior  numerous times during Late  Wisconqin t i m e  (Black, 1974; 
Wright and Ruhe, 1965). I n  t h i s  a r ea  we s e e  t h e  r s u l t s  of dra inage  
from t h e  Lake Superior  bas in  during i c e  r e t r e a t .  $e d a t e s  of t h i s  
drainage a r e  not  c l e a r  b u t  when g l a c i e r  i c e  blocked1 t h e  p re sen t  e a s t e r n  
o u t l e t  and lower a r e a s  between he re  and t h e r e ,  wate& from t h e  b a s i n .  
drained down t h e  S t .  Croix. 1 
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