
T i t l e :  Wyalusing 

Location: Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad quarry on County Highway 
R ~ "  a t  north edge of the  community of Wyalusing i n  the  ma, S W ~ ,  Sec. 31, T.6N. 
R.W., Grant County (Clayton 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle, 1962). 

Author: M. E. Ostrom (modified from Starke ,  1949, Shea, Cl ine  1959 and 1960, 
and Ostrom and Cl ine  1970), 

Description: This quarry, exposing approximately 185 f e e t  P r a i r i e  du Chien 
s t r a t a ,  i s  probably the  most near ly  complete exposure of the  P r a i r i e  du Chien 
i n  the  s t a t e  of Wisconsin. George Starke  (1949) described the  rocks exposed 
i n  t h i s  quarry and estimated t h a t  the  f l o o r  of the  quarry l i e s  some 30 f e e t  
above the  base of the  Oneota Formation. 

The Willow River Formation a t  t h i s  s i t e  was studied i n  d e t a i l  by Carozzi 
and Davis (1964). 

Angular unconformity of beds a t  the  Oneota/~ew Richmond contac t  i s  c l e a r l y  
shown on the  high southeast  quarry face.  Here eastward dipping beds of Oneota 
Dolomite a r e  over la in  by f l a t - l y i n g  beds of the  New Richmond Member. 

There i s  an excel lent  exposure of the  Oneota and Shakopee Formations i n  
a quarry a t  the  nor th  v i l l a g e  l i m i t s  of Bagley. I t  can be reached by following 
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County Highway "x" south for a distance of 3.5 miles from the Wyalusing Quarry
Stop. The Bagley quarry is an especially good location to examine fossil algae.

Significance: Exposure clearly illustrates the contact relationship of the
Shakopee and Oneota Formations.

What is the relationship? What is your interpretation? Have you seen
a similar relationship at previous stopS? Closely examine the dolomite. Can
you find fossils and what are they? Note the oolites. What do they signify?
Note the beds of stromatolitions. What do they signify? What was the environ-
ment of deposition of the Oneota Formation?

References: Starke, 1949; Shea, 1960; Cline 1959 and 1960; Ostrom and Cline,
1970; Carozzi and Davie, 1964.
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