
T i t l e :  P a r n e l l  Esker - But l e r  Lake 

Location: SW 114, Sec. 20, T. 14 N. ,  R. 20 E., Kewauskum 15' Quadrangle, 
Sheboygan County. Park i n  l o t .  

Author: David M. Mickelson 

Descript ion:  Climb t o  t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  esker  r i dge  and note  t h e  shape. 
As you can s e e  i n  t h e  g rave l  p i t  i n  t h e  esker  j u s t  no r th  of he re  (Pa rne l l  
Esker-gravel p i t ) ,  t h e  r i d g e  i s  made up of s t ream depos i ted  sand and 
gravel .  The topographic expression a l s o  sugges ts  a somewhat winding 
stream. 

Signif icance:  Streams don ' t  depos i t  sands and g rave l s  i n  a r i d g e  s o  we 
must p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  were l a i d  down when i c e  w a s  on both 
s i d e s  of t h e  r idge .  I n  some p l aces  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  many e ske r s  
are deposi ted i n  tunnels  near  t h e  base of t h e  g l a c i e r .  What t ype  of 
evidence could be  used t o  document t h a t  t h e  esker  w a s  depos i ted  i n  a 
c losed  tunnel?  Water flowed south  through t h e  P a r n e l l  esker  tunnel .  How 
can cu r ren t  d i r e c t i o n  be determined i n  s t ream depos i ted  ma te r i a l ?  How 
might t h e  formation of t h e  esker  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  formation of t h e  kames t o  
t h e  north? To t h e  kames and k e t t l e s  i n  t he  east and west edges of t h e  
K e t t l e  Moraine? 

References: Alden 1918; Black, 1971, 1974 


