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The b i r th  of the o i l  industry in Pennsylvania in 1859 l e d  t o  widespread 
i n t e r e s t  i n  o i l  exploration elaewhere. 

"In 1865 the  pe t ro lem fever  reached Wisconsin. Early in t h a t  year 
alleged indicat ions  of o i l  w k e  reported from various pa r t s  of t h e  Sta* 
sad the  nep&@ia wm% r a d i l y  Crea ted .  Feverish exci.tenretrt in tfra fort* 
nate  d f s t r l c t d  fol'luwed each disaovery. Stock companies were orgeaiaed, 
ds r r i&s  M borimg r r p w h w  w a r e  *@e3 from the East, and operat ima 
were conrmanced i n  ap~roved  eastern fsshian. '?he reputabie geologis ts  & 
the  State were nngllmous in protest ing t h e i r  unbelief;  they explained 'that 
t he  o i ly  blue scum on the  surface of the marsh waters, which usually created 
the  excitement, =as but the r e s u l t  of decay of organic substances, but speou-. 
l a t o r s  refused t o  be discouraged. I n  1865 twenty-four petroleum mining con+ 
panies ware bsfore t he  l eg i s l a tu re  seeking special  fhcPrtB-5, a l l  of which were 
granted; in 1866 the number had r i s e n  t o  forty-two. Probably as m e  
not subs tan t ia l  enwgh t o  s e e w e  spec ia l  incorporatian were operating &sr 
%he general l a w s .  Appleton with a population of 2,700 was supparting I n  *, 
1865, saven petroleum cmpwdes i n  various s tages  nP o r ~ z a t i . o n ~  the Village 
of Spwta  with a p o p u l ~ t i m  of about 1,300 ea r ly  fn 1866 we supporting tan o r  
twslre,  a l l  operating in the  Kickapoo Valley of Crawford County. I n  the aouth- 
e m  pa r t  of Yonroe County a c m m i t y  still bears the  name of O i l  City 
suddenly grew up about an o i l  discovery. In  Crasford County mot21er c o ~ l t y ,  
consis t ing of a has t i l y  constructed hotel  a d  a hm, adopted t h e  sane ambit%- - eppelletiun.  A t  appleton, where the excitement centered about an old well  
from which it waa claimed gae intermit tent ly  discnrrrged, a miilist;ute mining 
msb took place. On April 5, 1865, t he  edikor of t he  Appleton Crescent wrote: 
'Strangers keep flocking te t om.  There i s  a constant stream of v i s i t o ra  t o  
t he  8orthkestern Conpany's well. House room i s  b e o d n g  so scarce t h a t  the 
newcomers w i l l  soon be obliged t o  bring t h e i r  t e n t s  w i t h  the=, o r  nsieep 
standing".' On February 16, 1865 Col. Chsrles S. Robinson, t he  i n t e l l i gen t  
and c o n s e z ~ ~ t i v e  ed i tor  of the  Green Bay Advocate, who was in te res ted  in one 
of t h e  Appleton petroleum companies wrote: 'Eho knows but gorthern Eisoonsin 
m y  y e t  become a place of as much wealth and the scene of a s  much excitement 
a s  t he  o i l  regions of Pennsylvanie now are." '* 

Following i s  e p a r t i a l  list of o i l  explorations by counties. 

'R. D. Irving,  "Mineral Resources," i n  %is to ry  of Ddge County, 162-72; @is. 
Aseen. Jour., 1865; Id., 1866; %is. Sen. Jour., 1865; id., 1866. 

%isconsin i! istorical  P u b l i c ~ t i o n s ,  "Economic h i s tory  of Riseonsin During the  
Civil  W e  Decade," by Frederick se rk ,  1916, pp. 117-120. 



The State Journal of Jan- U, 1930 had a s tory  froar. Friendship s t a t i n g  that 
WilllslD Pepers of Randolph had engaged an at1 geologist from Ohio, rho reported t h a t  
t h e  "pull  was st rongeat  amang the  scrub oaks and sllashings r e s t  of the  two big rook 
fornuitions jue t  north of t h i s  village." Some 14,000 acres  of land were unfier lease.  
*The oper&tfng, eompany was Pomed by a few h d o l p h  and Ohio men and unincorporatsd, 
tbe a t a t e  recent ly  having refused t o  gnint  papers t o  stock compenies o r g a n i ~ a d  fo r  
t h e  purpose of d r i l l i n g  for oil.* This well ma dr i l l ed  i n  1930 i n  tbe HE* of 
meation 30, T118N., R.6E. Nere the depth t o  pro-Cambrian ras 265 feet .  % i l l i n g  
eontinued t o  a depth of 600 feet in granite, Early publ ic i ty  stated ttret &he neecond 
sand"Roul% be about 1220 f ee t .  

The Milwaukee Sent inel  of Cktober 30, 1922 had a st017 frm Chetek, *In the hope 
that o i l  fn abundant quan t i t i e s  w i l l  be found, W. J .  Gavin ha8 been obtaining lease6 
on r e a l  e s t a t e  in southenstern Brrrm County. Mr. Gavin had the land i n v e s t i e t e d  tyy 
a geologist rho says t r aces  of oil are favorable. It i s  rvnored tha t  s l w g e  o i l  em.. 
p a y  has become in te res ted  and assurances a r e  given tha t  i f  leases  from 6,OW t o  10,000 
a w e s  a r e  obtained this fal l ,  &iUing  operations ail1 begin in tine s p i n g e n  

In  the ear ly  tlaenties the Badger S t a t e  Oil Rnd Gas Company leesed l a d s  in Erom 
and Calmnet counties lznd offered stock f o r  sale.  RThis is a r a r e  opportunity t o  become 
a pwt i c ipen t  in m enterpr i se  pregnant with p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of future  renard. Bmercber, 
theee o i l  f i e l d s  are fa Biscmsin, eas i ly  poceesihle by r a i l  or  automobile, and this 
o i l  has ac tua l ly  been discovered. It is  no longer a question of uncertsinty or doubt. 
The OU is  of the highest  qua l i ty  hnd t he  investors '  monex rill be used only fo r  
a c t d  developawnt purposes." 

At t he  Creamern in t h e  S E ~   HE^ of section 34, T.2D. ,  R.19E. (fiollend) o i l  was 
reported a t  clepths of 330 f e e t  and between .Eii and ,380. Thnhites reportee +;?st +&e 
#how-6 were probably genuine. bn o i l  t e s t  wtis ;Ir i l led i n  1919 nsaT h l l b n d  in t h e  
832 ZiEk of sect ion 3i,, T.2Ld., E.19E. The log  f o l l m s :  

D r l f t  10 f e e t  
Bichaona shale 21 2 
Galena-.P3.etteville l ioestone 169 

An o i l  t e s t  was d r i l l e d  n e w  Forest Junction in 3935. The log follows: 

Glacial  d r i f t  80 f e e t  
Richmond shale 227 
Calena-Plattevil le limestone 196 
St .  Peter sandstone 15  

There was a l i t t l e  show of o i l  and gas. J. J. F ~ u e t ,  d r i l l e r ,  reported i n  1519 b a t  
a gas t e s t  ras d r i l l e d  i n  section 8, T.zO:i., ii.lPE. t o  a deptb of 1380 Teet, without 
reaching g r m i t e .  



A number of yeara pr ior  t o  1918 a t e s t  re11 wee &filed in the mk of section 
33, T.W., R . P .  This was d r i l l ed  t o  a depth of 300 f e e t  in gran i te  b e f o ~ e  the 
nompany went baakmpt. 

la 1922 t h e  Flisconain Department of Secur i t i es  isaued s p e d t  f o r  the  s a l e  of 
$so,OOO comaon s tack  of t h e  Cmbria Mining; and Developnent Company. Purchasers of 
atock were informed that the S t a t8  Eeologioal Survey d t he  Consalting Pe t ro lem 
Geologist of t he  Secur i t i es  Division advised t h a t  there i s  no hope of f i n d i n g  o i l  or 
ore I n  comerc ia1  quan t i t i e s  i n  t h a t  area. After various changes i n  the  name of the  
company two wel ls  r e r e  d r i l l e d  about 1929. (hie well in sect iop 1, T . l a . ,  R.llE. 
reached g ran i t e  a t  a depth of 650 feat .  Another i n  the S E ~  m,- of section 31, T. lW.,  
R.12E. reached gran i te  a t  about 665 feet .  It i s  reported t h a t  one of these was 
d r i l l ed  t o  about 1,000 f ee t .  

b t e s t  wel l  d r i l l e d  i n  1932 near De Forest  in the S@ of sec t ion  3, T.9$1., 
B.1OE. reached granite a t  a depth of 760 feet .  Dri l l ing continued in y s i d t e  for  
15 fee t .  

The log  of the off t e a t  of the Calumet Land and 051 Company ia the S E ~  of 
section 36, T.27iJ., %23E. d r i l l e d  aboct 1902 follows: 

D r i f t  6 f e e t  
Richmond ahale %' 
Galem-Plattevil le i l z e s t m e  240 
St. Peter  esndstone 175 

The hole was abandoned shen the too1.s were l o s t .  

h shor t  time l a t e r  the  Tornado 011 and Gas Company ~ s s  arganized and began 
d r i l l i n g  in the south p a r t  of the  SB* of section 3, T.Z&J., R . W .  Tools *ere Last 
in a l l  the  ha les  bat t he  well in .the HE$ of section 9 ,  T.2&,, B.i@. was probably 
the deepest. The l o t  f o l l o ~ s :  

&if t 3 f e e t  
RLegcrc limestone 266 
Richmond 8 h d e  436 
GalenaJ'letteville limestone 230 
St .  Peter sandstone 245 or  365 

The ~ t z e o n s i o  S t a t e  Journal, of December 1, 1950 reporte6 from Sturgeon Eay, 
nOff ic ia l s  of t he  k o  Yono.-Oil Syndicate, Appleton, Thursday night  announce5 tha t  
&-illifig far o i l  would s t z r t  Saturday o r  ibnday in southern Door County." This 
syndlcete isslued a coz r igh ted  map en t i t l ed  nGeological &p of t he  Fossilized Sub- 
s o i l  Rocks of Y E. Eisconsin ' ~ r o ~ p e o t i v e '  O i l  and Gas Fields." On the m p  there  
i s  a geolof-ic sect ion showing the  Paleozoic sedber l t s  b d t  omitt ing We pre-6anbrian 
granite.  k t  a depth three tir:es the  thickness of the  ?aleozoi.c sediments  there i s  
" o i l  send m d  g6.s." They do5ged the  q ~ e s t i o n  of granite ky i i I i icat ing f c m t i o n s  
below the Psleozoic as mknown, but shcking limestone, smdstone and shsle symbols. 



The Eilqaukee 30-1 of bkrah9 ,  1951 had the  folloning from Sturgeon Bay: 

Vato Pichi.gan o i l  aen have *&en s teps  tonerd l s s i n g  lpOOO acres of land east 
of here, confident t h a t  o i l  o m  be found in Door County. Others who t r i ed  before 
then abrnaoned the  quest. 

UR. ?i. &&8tt1ookr Pomt  Pleasant, Mich., and Drville Regner, &nominee, a&., 
a r e  negoti&ting f o r  a tract near t he  w e  Uichigan &ore. About 2,000 acres  have 
al ready been leaeed. It is  t h e  w land rhiah a Green Bay physician t r i e d  t o  
l ea se  far o i l  speculatian several  years ago. iie was rrneble t o  lease the complete 
t r a c t  and dropped h i s  plans. 

*Mattlock, who has d r i l l e d  o i l  In kfiohigan, Indiana and Ohio, believes t h a t  
t h e  Renton limestone f o r m t i o n ,  Pound close t o  the  surface in Pichigm, a l so  nears 
t he  surface i n  Door County, 

*Trenton limestone was found on the Bestor Alexander farm in Brussels ear ly  9n 
J~lluary bat no o i l  was discovered. The kdchigan limestone formation f o r m  a basin 
which is  t h e  o i l  producing sect ion of aan t ra l  Bichfgan, &tt lock said. 

-- -- - - - - - - 

"The southern edge of the basin has produced more than 100,000 wells, ranging 
from 8DO t o  1,200 f e e t  deep. Hattlock believes t h a t  o i l  may be foun& a t  s i x i l a r  
depths i n  Door County. 

Wattlock d r i l l e d  a well i n  t he  t o m  of Brussels near here l a s t  year but aban- 
doned it in J8nuary a f t e r  i t  f a i l e a  t o  produce o i l ,  Fiegner t r i e d  unsuccessfully to 
s t r i k e  o i l  in k i n e t t e  County last year,' 

A t  k p p ,  a well  was  d r i l l e d  f o r  a i l  p r ior  t o  1915. No o i l  was found. The well 
i s  repmted t o  be 6635 f e e t  deep, s t r ik ing  grani te  at 633 feet. kC6pt  f ~ r  sXrf&ca 
material ,  t he  s e m e n t s  were Cambrian, 

P x  Cou=t;r &%st Sept+,e=ber 17; €936 reported: "William Fannie wad an o i l  Ban - 
ca l led  on A. Stoner, Thursday, t rying t o  lease  his land f o r  o i l .  &st of ti?e farms 
i n  Eieu Haven have been leased f o r  o i l .  &en the  o i l  wells start t o  spout o i l ,  New 
Haven w i l l  be t he  homes of millionaires." The in t e r e s t  co~ t inued  a t  l e a e t  t o  June 19, 
1912. The most en thus ias t ic  believer in h County o i l  was Charles k. Parker whose 
widow aarr ied on. &. I,wd of Einneapolis made a reconnaissance report  and charaoter- 
ized the venture ss " ~ i l 6 c a t . "  So far a s  we know, no stock has been so ld ,  nor has ~ n y  
d r i l l i n g  been done i n  t h i s  hopeless t e r r i t o ry .  

Fond du Lsc  count^ ----- 
Rosendale and S@.npdale. 1930. &. Coffin of Minneapolis, the  promter,  made ----- 

occasfonal v i s i t s .  Prac t ica l ly  %no-thfrds of the  t o m  of Bosendele ail< .prt of the 
t o m  of Springdale were under contingent leases  ant ic ipat ing prospect in^ f o r  o i l .  

In  la te  1951 and e i r l y  1952 en o i l  t e s t  well was d r i l l ed  i n  the ER$ of section e ,  
T.8If., fl.2E., eas t  of Avoca by the Avoca O i l  Compaoy. The reported log  wes: 

Outwash sand and gravel 215 f e e t  
Cambrian sandstone 590 
Granite 85 



?alayra. &I * o U A  well nas d r i i i e d  fn 3365 near T a l q r a ,  probably by tbe 
Palspa Petroleum Gorpcmtion. No o5l was found. A log of the well f o l l o r s i  

Drif t 46 f e e t  
Galena-Trenton 211 
St, Peter sandstone 93 
h e r  Afaguesian limestone 62 
caatbrisn 

Total  
22s 
750 f e e t  

Keraunee County .- 

h r a t e r  wel l  dril.led f o r  the Green Bay and Restern Railroad a t  Gesco Junction 
in 1927 ha3 the following log: 

&if t 
Wiegarm limestone 
Bichrmond shale 
Galena-Sls t tevi l ls  limestone 
St .  Peter sandstans 
Lower bgnes i an  limestone 
Canbrian sanastana 
Pre-Cambrian grani te  

50 f e e t  
,350 
410 
265 
110 

55 
390 
17 

A l i t t le  b i tumi~ous  m t t e r  vars seported in me sample egch from the Richmond and 
frm the  P la t tev i l le .  I n  I922 there rare some ercitenent a t  Soarboro beceuse of a 
small seepage of gasoline and kerosene from limestone ledge near the store. 

In 1930 and 1931, the Northern Gas snd O i l  Cmpany d r i l l ed  in the  S E ~  EN of 
section 6, T.3@., R.$E., near Parrish. The glac ia l  d r i f t  lpas 236 f e e t  in thickness, 
D~anmc! &-illing Li v&iious pt;9ses sf  c chi st was c ~ r r i e d  t o  e depth of 1220 fee t .  

Limoh County, - 
I n  1929 o r  1930, a well was t k i l l e d  along Highmy 17 in the northeastern part 

of the county. I t  i s  rumored t h a t  t h i s  exploration resulted in the s e l e  of ~ d j o i n i n g  
land at large prices. 

In 1902-3, a well  was drilled for  o i l  and gas southwest of  k l n e t t e  t o  a depth 
of 850 feet .  This may hhve reached pre-Cambrian. 

About September 29, 1 9 4 ,  the h l n e t t e  Couaty Board  Bet in special  session t o  
l i s t e n  t o  the proposal of Joseph Zinneci, Chicego nail s e l l  d r i l l e r , "  Ezl ter  b. 
Wallace, 82 West BDeshington Avenue, Chicago, snc! John E. Eelmoat, >:ouston, T-S, 
"o i l  geologist." E. F. Bean attended the  meeting a t  the ~ e q u e z t  of L. E. :Jess, 
Chainaan of t h e  county board, and discussed the g e o l o o  of tne county. iIe regrrrded 
the chance of finding o i l  fn the  southeastern pwt of the county exceedingly d. 
In the town of Athelstane, which is *underlain by g a n i t e ,  &&ere i s  not  the remotest 
chance of finding o i l ,  tie advised the board t o  lease the county-owned lanes f o r  d r i l l -  
ing bemuse the public would f e e l  cheated i f  no lease were given, en3 beceuse no 



ser ious  harm could come if d r i l l i n g  rsre dons. The promoters msde attempts Co get  
f inanc ia l  support, but no d r i l l i n g  was done. The newspaper aeco?mt of nctober 22, 
1911, b 3 i e a t e d  t h a t  they planned the first well nin a tomship  west o l  t he  v i l l age  
of PthelsCaae,u and a second one *in the t o m  3f Por te r f ie ld  along the  Peshtigo 
River, n o t z o r e  than s w a n  o r  e ight  miles from the hear t  of the  c i t y  of h r i n e t t e . "  

In 1950 5 feet well raa dr i l l ed  by the Z-E Q l l  Company in section 29, 'P.31bl., 
B.32E. The log  f o l l w s :  

Drift 36 f-t 
h e r  blsgnesian limestone 230 
Trenpealeau n 
Francmia 164 
Dresbaeb 105 
G r a n i t e  Uz 

Oil City Test. This well ras d r i l l ed  Sn 1866 during the period of excitement 
ib l los fng  the  d e v e l o p n t  of o i l  i n  Pennsylvania. The depth t o  g ran i t e  i s  490 feet .  
R w r  has it t h a t  stock s a l e  was stimulated by pouring o i l  in the  ho le  in the evenfig 
a f t e r  spactators  b d  l e f t .  Others say a barrel  on the h i l l s i d e  rws piped t o  the wall. 

Oneida County -- 
In 1929 and. 1930, t he re  ias some act ivi ty .  One well was d r i l l e d  near Wuughton, 

nort!west of Rhinelander. This hole was stopped in granite. Exploretion was pronoted 
by 0. P. Coffin rho o l a b e d  t o  be a geologist  and o i l  expert from Texas. 

%n n i l  t e s t  w e l l  near Bfack (;reek i n  section 26, T.2@., R.17.7E. ia 14?3 hed +&e 
following log  furnished by the promoter, El L. Smith: 

Glacial d r i f t  
Snndstone 
Grenite 

280 f e e t  
220 
250 

I n  the C a o l t d  Tfnres of Febnzary a, 1933, nes the following; 'The Federal O i l  
Pool, Inc. through its atacnager and f i e l d  geologist ,  15. L. Smith, announced discovery 
of a chewing of o i l  of a qua l i t y  s i d l a r  t o  ?ennsylve;~lia and Ohio &rase oils." Thls 
well is in the  SE* N@ of sect ion 33, T.ZLLJ., R.19-E. 

In the De Pere Journal-Democrat, k c h  16, 1933, 'At  present e boring i s  be* 
xwde upan t he  Verbeten f m  near nollandtoro an6 indications e r e  reported very 
favorable t h a t  o i l  can be found in paying quant i t i es  .... The d r i l l e r s  have reached t 
depth of over 400 f e e t  and the we11 w i l l  be ~ b o t  vithin the next week or  so." l'ne 
casing laas shot out of the hole but no o i l  was prdkced, 

The Richlaid i)eslocrat of September 27, 1951 reported t n e t  dr i l ' l ing w o d d  s t a r t  
on the  Cwl Herold farm in secti.on 29, T,10:4., R . Z .  His associatea were C. C. gelson 
of appleton and H. G. Ph i l l i p s  of Henasha. The 'utilweukee J c w n a l  of' h'ovenber 18, 1951 
reported RDr i l l i ng  f o r  o i l  in Richland County ended with a so l id  t h i r d  l a s t  week when 
the c i r i l lers  ran  i n t o  gran i te  a t  n0 feet .  The project  hae been under way f'or six 
weeks. ' he  ventme was estimated t o  cost $l0,OOO.' Grmi te  was encountered st about 
the s ine e l s o t i m  cbove sea l eve l  in the Rici : imc Ce::tsr * e l l .  



There was &te a f l u r r y  of o i l  exaitenent iu Bsrron, h s k  and Polk counffes 
i n  1926. Colonel ;T. C, Noble, who had been e lease ran with the Ohio O i l  Conpmy, 
was uconvinced t h a t  o i l  i s  neeping up f roa  s depth of 2,000 The S u ~ e r i a r  
Telegrrslrt of &y 29, 1926, reported, 'Mayor R. L Kuenzlf of Curaberhd has or-- 
isred a ampany rhich b s  taken options &TI laads a d  one o r  m r e  wells t ill  be d r i l l e d  
as aoca as enough money can be raised. Prank Sebaska and George Kmer of %yerhauaer 
haw a large derrick to driJ.1 for oil a t  once on the farm of Stanley Racsak, six mi;les 
north of Elarlrins.'' &a P e r  as knom, no d r i l l i n g  nns ever done. A mare hopeless place 
to &%I3 could n o t  be imagined. It i s  l i k e l y  thtlt the seeps" were ac tua l ly  a 
film of iron. 

The Sheborgan Frills well was d r i l l e d  in 1923. It is  reported that the locat ion 
of the  well was d e t e d n e d  by a dream. This well r a s  LOO f e e t  deep in ffiarn. 

In 1919, an oil test well was d r i l l e d  near Gibbsville %n Sheboygw C o w  by 
the  Bisconsin O i l  Refining Cwnpany, h c .  Pre-Cambrian granite was reached at  1795 
feet. Drilllrtg i n  the  8;ranite c o n t ~  f o r  2610 fee t .  

Iu Septmber 19.30, 0. P. Coffin reported tha t  e t e s t  well had been "spudded inu 
a t  Flmbeau. No fu r the r  ini'orrsstion i a  s w i l e b l e .  Naturally no o i l  w a s  found. 

In 1928, Pontgmery Voorhees, a r e a l  e s t a t e  man of ai;ilseukee, secured an opinion 
03 +As geclo&s of the  Pewukaa a r e s  't.y Joosph J. Zale, a graduate of the Colorado 
School of Mines." Dr i l l ing  continued f o r  ashiie. The netwe of tne advertisements 
indicated t h a t  Blr. Voorhees' primary intexest  was t h e  s&le of l o t s .  Ho o i l  was d i s -  
covered. 

In mny cases t he  promoters of o l l  exploration were well intentioned. In t h e i r  
optlmiers they were unwilling t o  accept geologic advice. Onti of t-le promoters men- 
tioned had in t e r e s t i ng  history,  Edward i. Smith, ntcaager and f i e l d  geologist f o r  
the  Federal O i l  Pool, Inc. Rhile he was act ive arcunc! Appleton iz 143.3, r e  had 
learned much ebout h i s  Stichigan career 2s a promoter. The o f f i ce r s  and difectors  
were responsible business and professional ism f roa  Hortonville and hqnm. Faust 
Brothers d r i l l ed  the  t e s t  well f o r  h h  ees t  of Bauksuna i n  1933. True Detective 
Evsteries of BBarch, 1935 reported tha t  E3.warsr.d L. SEith had been sent t o  Einnesota 
State Prison st St i l lwater  f o r  attenpted grand lsrceny. On Bierch 3, 1933, the 
Elaconsin Real Es ta te  Brokers' boerd held a hearing Appleton on ao apr.lioacLon 
f o r  a broker's l i cense  f o r  f .  H. J e l l e f f ,  ?Iew Loason, due t o  tne f e c t  tha t  he ha6 
indicated in t en t ion  of s e l l i n g  o i l  leases  on lane i n  and around Kadtcama. I believe 
a brakerfs  l i cense  was granted contirqer.t upon the c o q l e t i o s  of r w i l l  producing 
o i l  o r  gas In comerc i a l  quantitj-. 

As ar r e s u l t  of a l l  the exploration f o r  o i l  extending over n perio2 of eighty- 
f i v e  years, ti very la rge  m o m t  of money has been expndeC. Zuch of L h i s  ? ~ i l l i n g  
hcs been done west of the  Richmond-Trenton contact. Becease it i s  cer ta in  t h e t  
there  i s  c3 p o s s i b i l i t y  of cc~merc ia l  p r d x t i m  of' o i l  or  gas i:~ t h i s  prt of the  
s t a t e ,  thar money na5 wasted. r e s t  of t:e c m t c c t  geologists  hcve Scl icved tha t  



the chance of profitable producticn is exeedingly reslote. 80 drilling eLther fo r  
water or o i l  has proven them wrong, If any large q u s n t i t ~  of o i l  ever acctwulnted 
in favorable structures, i t  has been flushed out. 

Quite Frequently promoters of o i l  exploration in Wisconsin b v e  s ~ ~ g h t  to  
d i s ~ F s a i t  the s ta te  geologist of Eisconsin by stating that  other geologists had 
keen eqwlly positive, but l a t e r  prwen t o  be wrong. Ylchigan state geologists 
wwa qaotsd as ~ a ~ i a g  no o i l  would be found in  that state. The follo~iing state- 
ments are iron a l e t t a r  signed by Ford U. f e t t i t ,  Director, Reference Bepartmant, 
Phe Detroit #em, 3- 3, 2930r 

*&I s oonfidential report &. Sweinhart said he had investigated reports 
that  Prof. A. R. Smith, State Geologist, had said there was no o i l  in Bdichigan 
and farad them untrue. PBr. %th has been quoted frequently in the past as  t o  
oi l ,  in 1922, i n  the N e w s  of April 9, he said, 'there i s  plenty of o i l  i n  Nchigan, 
not in as  large quantities as in Taxes and O W - ,  but enough to  aaks araRy 
i'ortmm 9' 

*At another time he mid that  cbances were remote for 'any bLg re%' Ia 
k e b  27, 192l, issue, he, said, af ter  a 8urve;F, %Bat there was o i l  in  oommercial 
qtlcin.tithe,s, but he wu3.d not venture bow meh, 

&aithts predecessor, R. C. Allen, was quotea in The News in a series 
sppearing in 1917 that tinere was no doubt i n  his mlnd commercial pool6 of o i l  
would be found in kIichigan.a 


