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The birth of the oil industry in Pennsylvania in 1859 led to widespread

interest in cil exploration elasewhere.

"In 1865 the petroleum fever reached Wisconsin. Early in that yeer
slleged indicetions of pil were reported from various parts of the State
and the meplrts wers readily eredited. Feverish exciiement ir the fortu-
nate dlstriotd followed each digcovery, Stock companies were orgenlsed,
derricks &hd boring sppavstus were igporied from the East, and operations
were commenced in approved sastern feshiom. The repnteble geclogists ff
the State were mnanimous in protesting their unbelief; they explained that
the oily blue seum on the surface of the marsh waters, which usually created
the exclitement, was but the result of decay of organic substances, but specu-
lstors refused to be discouraged. In 1865 twenty-four petroleum mining comw
panies were before the legislature seeking specizl ih&rters, 8ll of which were
granted; in 1866 the number had risen to forty-two.” Probably as many more
not substantisl enough to secure specis] incorporation were operating umder -

the general lsws. Appletoun with & population of 2,700 was supporting in ¥ay,

1865, seven petroleum companies in various stages of orgasization; the village
of Sperte with a populetion of ambout 1,300 early in 1866 was supporting ten or
twelve, all operating in the Kickapoo Valley of Crawford County. In the south-
ern part of Monroe Commiy & community which still bears the name of Uil Uity
suddenly grew up sbout an oil discovery. In Crasford County another community,
consisting of 2 hastily constricted hotel snd & barn, adopted the same ambiti-
cus eppellation. At ippleton, where the excitement centered sbout sn old well
from which it was claimed gas intermittently discherged, s mivisture mining
rush took place. On April 5, 1865, the editor of the Appleton Crescent wrote:
'Strangers keep flocking to town. There is & constant stream of vieitors to
the Sorthwestern Company's well. House room is becoming so scarce that the
newcomers will soon be obliged to bring their tents with them, or "slesp
standing.!' On Februsry 16, 1865 Col. Charles S, Robinson, the intelligent

and conservetive editor of the Green Bay Advocste, wno was interested in one
of the Appleton petroleum compsnies wrote: 'Fho knows but Northern Wisconsin
mey yet become & pluce of ap much wealth and the scene of as puch excliement

es the oll reglons of Penngylvanie now are,® W&

Following is & partial list of oil explorations by countles.

i

R. D. Irving, "Mineral Hesourses," in History of Dodge County, 162-72; ¥is,

Agsem, Jour., 1865; id., 1866; Wis. Sen, Jour., 1865; id., 1866.

*¥isconsin Historical Publications, "Economic distory of Wisconsin During the

Civil War Decade," by Frederick kerk, 1916, pp. 117-120.




Adaxs County

The Stete Jdournal of January 13, 1930 had a etory from Friendship stating that
Willlam Pepers of Randolph had engagsd an oil geclogist from Chio, who reported that
the "pull was pirongest among the serub osks snd slashings west of the two big rock
formation® just north of this village.” Some 14,000 sores of land were under lease,
*The operating company wes formed by & few Randolph and Ohio men and unincorporaied,
the stete recently having refused to grant papers to siock companies organised for
the purpose of drilling for oil." Thie well was drilled in 1930 in the NEf NW{ of
gection 30, T.18N., R,4E, Bere the depth to pre-Cembrian was 265 feet. Drilling
continued to & depth of 600 feet in granite. Early publicity stated that the “second

gend® would be ebout 1220 feet.

Barron County

, The Milwaukee Sentinel of October 30, 1922 had & story from Chetek, ®In the hope
that oil in sbundent gusntities will be found, W. J. Gavin has been obltuining leases

on real estate in southesstern Bsrron County. Mr. Gavin bhad the land investigated by

& geologist who says traces of oil are favorable, It is rumored that 2 large ¢il com-
pany has become interested and s@surances are given that if leases from 8,000 to 10,000
scres are obteined this f21l, drilling operations will begin in the gpring.”

Brown County

In the early twenties the Badger State 01l and Gas Company leszsed lsnds in Erown
and Calumet couniies end offered stock for sale. P®This is & rare opportunity to become
a participent in sn enterpriss pregnant with possibilities of future reward., Remember,
these vil fielde are in Wisconsin, easily sctessible by rail or sutomoblle, and this
oll has sctually been discovered. I{ is no longer s guestion of uncertainiy or doubt,
The oil is of the highest quslity and the investors' money will be used omly for

actual development purppses.?

At the Creamery in the SE: REX of section 34, T.21N., K.19E. (Holland) oil was
reported at depths of 330 feet und between 370 and 380. Thwaites reported ithat the
showings were probebly genuine. 4&n cil test wes drilled in 1919 near Helland in the
EE} NE: of section 34, T.2IN., R,19E. The log follows:

Drift 10 feet

Bichmond ghale .21z
Galena-Platteville lirestone 169

Caluret County

An oil test wes drilled nesr Forest Junction in 1935. The log follows:

Glaseisl drift 80 fest
Richmond shale 227
Galena-Fletteville limestone 196
8t. Peter sandstone 15

There was & little show of oil and ges. J. J. Feuet, driller, reported in 1919 that
a ges test was drilled in section 8, T.20H., R,19E. to a depth of 1380 feet, without

reaching gronite.




Clark Comnty

& number of years prior to 1918 & test well was driiled in the NWi: of section
35, T.2{8.,, R.3W. This was drilled to a depth of 300 feet in granite before the

gompany went bankrupt.
Lolumbia County

In 1922 the Wisconain Depariment of Securiiies issued & permit for the sale of
$50,000 common steck of the Cambris Hining and Development Company, Purchasers of
stock were informed that the State Geological Burvey end the Consulting Petroleum
Geologist of the Securities Division sdvised thet there is no hope of finding oil or
ore in commercial gusntities in that area, After various changes in the name of the
company two wells were drilled ebout 1929« OUme well in section 1, T.12M,, R.11E.
reached granite at & depth of 650 feet. Another in the SEi NW: of section 31, T.13N,,
R,12%. reached granite at sbout 665 feet. It is reported that one of these was

drilled to about 1,000 feet.
Dane County

A test well drilled in 1932 near De Forest in the SW} NB: of section 8, T.9%.,
RBJ.10E. reached granite at & depth of 760 fest. Drilling continued in grenite for

15 feet.,
Door County

5 The log of the oil test of the Calumet Land and 011 Company in the BEF MW of
seotion 36, T,278,., R.,23E. drilled about 1902 follows:

Drift & fect
Richmond shale 540
Galene-Platteville limestone 240
St. Peter sandstone 175

The hole was abandoned when the tools were lost.

4 short time later the Tornade Oil snd Ges Company wes organized and begen
drilling in the south part of the SWi of section 3, T.26N,, R.24E., Tcols were lost
in all the holes but the well in the NE} ¥¥} of section 9, T.26M., R.Z4E. was probably
the deepest. The log fellows:

Drifst 3 feet
Biggare limestone 266
Richmond shale 436
Galena-Platteville limestone 230

St, Peter sandstone 265 or 365

The Figconsin State Journsl of December 1, 1950 reported from Sturgeon Eay,
"officiels of the ¥ano Mono-0il Syndieste, Appleton, Thursday night announced that
drilling for oil would start Ssturday or ¥onday im southern Door Coumty,” This
syndlcate issued & copyrighted map entitled "Geologicel Map of the Fossilized Sub-
soil Rocks of ¥ E. Fisconsin 'Prospective' 0il and Gas Fields.®™ On the mep there
is & geologic section showing the Prleozoic sediments but omitting the pre-Tambrian
granite. 4t a depth three times the thickness of the Faleczole sediments there is
"o0il s=nd and ges." They dodged the question of granite by indicating formations
below the Paleozcic as unknown, but showing limestone, sandstone and shale symbols.
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The Milwsukse Journsl of Marsh 9, 1951 had the following from Sturgeon Bay:

*Pwo Hichigan oil men have taken steps towerd leasing 4,000 scres of land eest
of here, confident that oil can be found in Door County. Others who tried before

them abandoned the guest.

"R, W, Mattlock, Mount Plessant, Mich., end Orville Regner, Menominee, Mich.,
are negotieting for a tract near the Lake Michigan shore. About 2,000 acres have
already been lesged, It is the szme land whioh & Green Bay physician tried to
leazse for oil speculetion seversl ysars ago. He wes unable to leass the complete

tract and dropped his plans,

»Mettlock, who has drilled oil in Michigan, Indiana and Ohioc, believes that
the Trenton limestone formation, found close to the surface in Michigen, slso nears

the surfaee in Door County.

"Prgnton limestone was found on the Nestor Alexander farm in Brussels early in
Jenuary but no 631 was discovered. The Hichigen limestone formutlion forms & basin
which is the cil producing section of central Eichignn, Battlock said,

“The southern edge of the besin has produced more than lOO O@U wells, ranging
from BOC to 1,200 feet deep. MEatilook belleves that oil may be found at similar

depths in Door County.

fattlock drilled a well in the town of Brussels near here last year but aban-
doned it in January after it failed to produce oil. Regner tried wnsuccessfully to

striks oil in Marinette County last year,®
Dunn County

At Knapp, & well was drilled for oil prior to 1915. No o0il wae found. The well
aserfa N

is reported to be 635 feet deep, striking granite at 630 feet, Except for surfacse
meterial, the sediments were Cambrian,

Dunn County Hews, September 17, 1936 reported; "William Fennie snd an oil man
eelled on A. Stoner, Thursday, trying to leamse his land for oil. BHest of the ferms
in New Haven have been leased for oil. FWhen the oil wells start to spout oil, New
Haven will be the homes of millionaires.”™ The interest continued at least to June 19,
1942, The most enthusiastic believer in Dunn County oil was Charles &, Parker whose
widow carried on. Ur. Lund of Minnespclis made & reconnaissance report and character-
ized the venture &8 "wildcat.® 8o far as we know, no stock has been gold, nor has any

drilling been done in this hopeless territory.

Fond du Lac County

Rosendsle and Sprinpgdale. 1930. #r, Coffin of Minneapolis, the promoter, made
oceasional visits. Practically two~thirds of the town of Rosendale and part of the
town of Springdale were under contingent leases anticipating prospecting for oil.

Iowa County

In late 1951 and early 1952 en oil test well wes drilled in the NWj of section &,
T.88,, R.2E., east of Avoca by the Avoca 0il Company. The reported log wes:

Outwash sand e&nd gravel 215 feet
Cambrian sandstone 590
Crenite B5




Jeffarson County

. Palmyra. An Moil" well was drilied in 1865 nesr Palmyras, probably by the
Palmyras Petroleum Corporation. No oil was found. 4 log of the well follows:

Drife L6 feet

Galens~Trenton 211

St. Peter ssndstone g3

Lower Magnesian limestone 62

Cambrisn 338
Total 750 feet

Pl Som 2

A water well drilled for the Green Bey and Western Ruilroad at Casco Junctien
in 1927 had the following log:

Drift 50 feet
Risgaren limestone 350
Richmond shule 440
Gplena-Platteville limestone 265
St, Peter pandstone 110
Lower HMagnesisn limestone 55
Cambrian sendstone 390
Pre-Cembrian granite 17

4 1ittle bituminous metter was reported in one pample eech from the Richmond and
from the Platieville, In 1922 there was some excitement &t Scarboro becsuse of 2
small seepage of gasoline end kerogsene from limestone ledge nesr the store.

Langlade County
In 1930 and 1931, the Northern Gas end 011 Company drilled in the SE; H¥} of
section 6, T.34N., R.9E., near Parrish. The glacial drift was 236 feet in thickness,

Diamond drilling in various phzsses of schist was cerried to & depth of 1220 feel,

Linecln County

~ In 1929 or 1930, & well was drilled along Highway 17 in the northeestern part
of the county. It is rumored that this exploration resulted in ithe sale of sdjolining

land at largs prices. :
Harinette County

In 1902~3, & well was drilled for oil and gas southwest of Marineite to & depth
of 850 feet. This may have resched pre-lambrian.

£bout September 29, 1941, the Marinette County Board met in speclel seasion 1o
listen to the proposal of Joseph Kinmeci, Chicego "oll well driller,® Balter E.
Wellace, 82 West Weshington Avenue, Chicago, and John B. Belmont, Houston, Texas,

Uil geologist.® £, F. Bean attended the meetlng at the request of L. E. Hess,
Cheirmen of the county board, and discussed the geology of the county. He regarded

the chance of finding oil in the southeastern psrt of the county exceedingly small.

In the town of Athelgtane, which ig underlain by granite, there is not the remoctest
chance of finding oill. He advisged the board to lease the county-owned lands for drill-
ing because the public would feel cheated if no lesse were given, and bscause no
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serious barm could come if drilling were done. The promoters made attempis to get
financial support, but no drilling was done. The newspaper account of Hctober 22,
1941, indicated that they planned the firet well "in e township west of the village
of Athelatane,” and s second one Min the town of Porterfield slong the Peshtige
River, not more than seven or eight miles from the heart of the city of Marinette.”

In 1950 a test well wes drilled by the Z-E 04l Company in seetion 29, T.3lN,,
R.32E. The log follows: _

Drifi ' 36 feet

Lower Magnesian limestone 230

Trempeslesu 27

Franconis 164

Dregbach 106

Grenite LA2
Monroce County

041 City Test. This well was drilled in 1866 during the pericd of excitement
fTollowing the development of oil in Pennsylvania, The depth to granite is 490 feet,
Rumor has it thet stock sale was stimulated by pouring cil in the hole in the evening
after spectators had left. Others say & barrel on the hillside was piped to the well,

Oneida County

In 1929 snd 1930, there was some activity. One well was drilled nesr KcNaughton,
northwest of Rhinelander. This hole wes stopped in granite. Exploratlon wes promoted
by O« Ps Coffin who claimed to be & geclogist end oil expert from Texas.

Outagamie County
An oil test well near Elack Creek in section 28, T.248,, R.A7E, in 1933 had the
following log furmished by the promoter, E. L. Smith:

Qlacisl drift 280 feet
Sandatone ) 220
Grenite 250

In the Capitel Times of Februery 24, 1933, wsas the following: "The Federal Oil
Pool, Inc. through its manager and field geologist, E. L. Smith, announced discovery
of & phowing of oll of a guality similer to Pennsylvania and Ohic grade oile,” This
well is in ths SE: WS of section 33, T.21H., R.19E.

In the De Pere Journal-Demoecrst, Merch 16, 1933, ®At present & boring is being
mede upon the Verbeten farm near Hollandtown and indicstiions are reported very
favorable that oll can be found in paying guentities....The drillers have reached &
depth of over 400 feet and the well will be shot within ihe next week or s0." The
ecasing was shot out of the hole but ne oil was produced.

Richland County

The Richland Demoerat of September 27, 1951 reported thet drilling wculd start
on the Cerl Herold farm in section »9, T,10%., R.2E. His associates were C. €. Helson
of 4ppleton and H. G. Phillips of Menasha. The jilwaukee Journal of November 18, 1951
reported "Drilling for oil in Richland County ended with & solid third lest week when
the drillers ran into grenite at 710 feet. The project had been under way for six
woeks. The venture was estimsted to cost $10,000.% Granite was encountered at about
the same elavation zbove sea level in the Bichland Ceuter well.

b




Busk County .

There was quite a flurry of oll exeitement in Barrom, Husk and Polk ccounties
in 1926, Colonel J. C, Noble, who had been & lease man with the Ohio Uil Company,
wes "oconvinced that oil is seeping up from & depth of 2,000 feet.” The Superier
Telegrae of Mey 29, 1926, reported, "Meyor R. L., Kuenzli of Cumberland has orgsn-
izsed a company which hss itszken options on lands and one or more wells will be drilled
ap 8oon as enough money can be raised. Frank Secbaske sznd George Kramer of Reyerheuser
have & large derrick to drill for oil at once on the ferm of Stanley Racazak, six miles
north of Hewkins.® As fer ss known, no drilling was ever done. A more hopeless placs
to drill eould not be imagined. It is likely that the "oll seeps” were sctually s

film of iron.
Sheboygan County

The Sheboygan Falls well was drilled in 1923. It is reported thet the location
of the well was determined by a dresm, This well was 400 feet deep in Riagars.

In 1949, an oil test well was drilled meer Gibbsville in Sheboygan County by -
the FWisconsin 01} Refining Company, Inc. Pre-lambrian granite was reached ai 179%
feet, Drilling in the granite continued for 2610 feet.

Vilap Countiy

In September 1935, 0, Pe loffin reported that =z test well had been ”spuddéd in®
at Flemboau, KNo further informetion is eveilsble. HNaturally no oil was found,

Faukeshe County

In 1928, Montgomery Voorhees, & resl estate man of ¥ilweukee, secured an opinion
on the geolegy of the Pewaukes area ®by Joseph J. Zale, & graduate of the Colorade
School of Hines.! Drilling continued for awhile. The neture of the advertisements
indioated that Mr. Voorhees' primary interest wes the sale of lots. Ho oil was dis-

covered.
Summary

In many cases the promoters of oll exploration were well intentioned. In their
optimism they were unwilling to accept geologic advice. One of the promoters men-
tioned had en interesting history, Edward L, Smith, menager and field geclogist for
the Federzl 0il Pool, Inc. While he wag sctive arcund 4ppleton in 1933, we bad
learned much ebout his Michigen ecaresr as & promoter. The officers and directors
were respoasible business and professionsl men from Hortonville and ¥supun. Faust
Brothers drilled the test well for him eest of EKauksune in 1933. TIrue Detective
Mysteries of March, 1935 reported that Edward L. Smith hed been sent to Kinnesota
Stute Prison et Stillwater for attempted grand larceny. On March 3, 1933, the
¥isconain Real Estate Brokers! boerd held & hesring in Appleton on an appiication
for a broker's license for C. M. Jelleff, Hew London, due to the fact that he had
indicated intention of selliing oil lesses on lend in snd arcund Kasukauna. 1 believe
& broker's license wes granted comtingent upon the completien of & well producing

0il or gas in commercial guantity.

Ag & result of &ll the exploration for oil extending over a pericd of elghty-
five years, a very large amount of money has been expended. Much of this drilling
bes been done west of the Richmond-Trenton conteci. DBecauee it is certain that
there is no poseibility of commereial production of oll or gas in this psrt of ths
state, thai money was wasted, ZEast of the conteet geclogists have believed that




+he cheace of profitable production 1s exceedingly remote., Ko drilling sither for
water or oil has proven them wrong. If any large quantity of cil ever sceumulated
in favorsedle structures, it bas been flushed out.

Quite frequently promoters of oil exploration in Wisconsin have sought to
discredit the state geologist of Wisconsin by stating that other geologists had
been squelly posiiive, but later proven io be wrong. Michigan state geologists
vere guoted &5 saying no oil would be found in that state. The following state-
ments &rs from & letter signed by Ford M, Pettit, Director, Reference Bepartment,

The Detrolt News, June 3, 1930:

®In a confidential report ir, Sweinhart said he had investigated reports
that Prof. A. R, Smith, State Geologist, had said there waz no o0il in Michigan
and found them untrue. ¥r. Smith bas been guoted frequently in the past as to
o01l, in 1922, in the News of April 9, he said, 'there is plsnty of oil in Michigan,
not in a8 large guantities as in Tezas and Oklshoms, but enough te make many

fortﬁass;

*Lt enother time he suid that chances were remote for fany big well, In
March 27, 1921, issue, he said, sfter a survey, that there was oil in oommarcial
guantities, but he would not venture how much, _

jr. Smith's predecessor, R. C. Allen, was quoted in The News in & series
sppearing in 1917 that there was no doubt in his mind commercial pools of oil
would be found in Michigan."




